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™ enaiienged over threat to children ■ Third of schools ban beef 
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CHRIS BLACKHURST : 

Wtestminster Correspondent 

' ban on British 

beef started last night as con- 

- ^npers and their governments 
digested Britain's admission of 
*£““ hnk between beef and 

. ' pance, Belgrum, the Nether- 
Jand^ Portugal and Sweden 
.closed Their bordere.to British 

- jWjwd.othcci were consider- 
ing following suit. 

Germany said yesterday it 
wanted the EU to order a total 
ban. European Commission ex- 
pert 5 held an emergency meet- 
ing m Brussels with Britain's 
^sstant chief veterinary officer 
^evm Thylor, to gather more 
details of the new evidence 
ttat eating beef infected bv 
BbE, or mad cow disease could 
lead to the potentially fatal 
CreuLzfeldt-Jakob Disease in 
humans. ' .• •” 

. The European Commission 
sought to play down the risk to 
consumers, pointing out that., 
since 1990, when EU wide curbs 

were first agreed, ithad “erred 

cm the side of caution”. The 
rules, a spokesman said, were \ 




was safe for children to eat beef 

funsters, made clear that the 
Government would to go to the 
turopean Court of Justice, if 
necessary, to outlaw the over- 
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Cattle prices slump 

beef 
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*7®*“* suq>ension was “prob^- 
abfy illegal”, Whitehall sources 
indicated they would be asking 
the European Commission in 
the first instance to order the 

suspehaon to be lifted. 

• ' At Pome Minster’s Question 
Tune in the Commons yester- 
aayjOony Blair challenged John 
Major Over the dangers tochil- - 
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inese require: exports from 
Britain to be free, of oflal and 
nervous tissuet'tb come from' 
herds free of BSE for at least 
six years, and. from a nimate 
younger than 30 months at the ’• 
time of slaughter. :.7‘‘ ' 

But as the Government con- 
tmued to playa str^ght bait to . 

Opposition pressure fori a de^ 
Imtive statement onwhethwit 


drendf contra ctmg CJD from 

fofocteq ; beef. The Prime Mm- 
i^noticeablystopp6dshortof 
^a^ng if was safe to continue 
feeding them beefL .• • 
More than one third of 
B^tamy'30,000 schools no 
longer Tsmye. beef, to pupils. 
Yesterday the number of edu- 
cation authorities banning beef 
hhndstrdoiibled. - • . 


- ^cpneniAHreo, Secretajyot 
Statefor Health, Kespected td 

mate a statement in the Conf 
mons op- Monday about the 
rate to chffdreh; after SEAC^ 
the independent committee of 


4 experts on-BSE, has met this 
ie weekend. 

?. ’ I 7 ie minister, asked about 
u yesterday’s revelation in the 
■- Independent that its health ex 
» P^rts. had considered recom 
a ?! e 2 c,in S | l Jbe destruction of the 
" jT: 8 million strong national 
s herd, admitted rhe Govern- 
l meet would be prepared to 
i take this:drasticstep t ifneces- 
: saiy. The cost of such action 
could runto £20bn. 
i As beef prices feD hea\-fly a t 

• markets and ; shares in food 
companies on the Stock Market 
also dipped. Labour accused Mr 
■ Dozrelj of*failing to come 
dean" about BSE Alan Mil- 
burn, Shadow Health Minister 
said Mr Dorrell had failed to 
disclose all the options his ad- 
visers had been considering. 
j "We should be told wharop- 
tfons were considered by SEAC: 
which options were rejected 
and why; whether the Govern- 
ment believes it is safe to con- 
tmuefeedingbeef to children." 
Pubh'c concern is so great, said 
Mr MDhurn. -that “ministers 
have a duty to be fully open 
about ^considerations which 
have so far taken palce behind 
dosed doors.” - 
Germany said it wanted the 
EU to Order a. total ban. Euro- 
pean Commission experts held 
ah emergency meeting with 
Britain’s assistant chief veteri- 

S officer Kevin Taylor to 
r hfore detafls of the new 
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K eritjence. The European Com- 
. . mssjoh sought to play down ary 
- risk to consumers, pointing out 
lutha since 1990, when EU wide . 

.xruifcwere first agreed, ifhad 

^Ofl.hc^ofeau^., Ql[im4ookiog cattlg trattefs at BantHny auction nu.rtet, ^ pneet djp[|8d ^ 
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more than £100 a head Photograph; John Voos — 
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of the ERA ceasefire plummet- 
ed last night as Joim Major’s 
announcement of a new.datuSi 
produced _a wave of 1 anger 
amon^naiionalistsandrepub- 
licans in Northern Ireland. 

•. . The complex arrangements 
for the elections on 30 May,lo- 
getber witotheestablishinenlof 
. anewfonmiiwiMewekxmjedt^ 
David Trimble’s Ulster Union- 
isis and the Rev Jap’ Pauley's . 
DUP. But they drew a furious 
response from Sirm Fenrand . 
John Hume’s SDLP. despite -a 
plea from Mr .Major lo Sinn 
Frin "hot to walkaway from the 
chance of peace in a 
generation". •'.! ■ ; 

The British and Irish Gov- : 
emments had . hoped ■ the 
promise of ah-party negotiations 
on 10 June -would • persuade - 
the IRA ariny conncC to restore 
the ceasefire. , 

Mr Major said a hybrid 
system for electing a 110-seat 
forum to appoint the negotiate 
ing learns had been chosen ' 
because the parties had failed 
to agree-ou aisingle system. . 

Five seats in each of die 18 .. 
constituencies in Northern Ire- 
land win be allocated front; : 
party constituency lists-.of j 


section 


(teididates, in proportion to 
eadi party's share of the vote. 

. A further. 20 seats will be allo- 
iv cated from the aggregate of the 
■ wtes across Itoer, iwo earh to 
the XO most successful parties. 

The natiobalist position had 
beep that no election was need- 1 
ed and if one was to be held it 
- should simply produce negoti- 
ating teams, not a forum, which ' 
-- would inevitably have a Union- 
’ ■ ist majority. The SDLP also sug- 
gested a referendum for peace 
• on both sides of the border. Mr 
. Major's announcement came 
down against these points. 

. MartmMcGuinness, of Sinn 
Fein, described the proposals as 
'anathema. “This makes jt ah the 
r more difficult to convince the 
IRA that there is a real case for 
a second cessation. The British 
•' iprpposals represent a blatant- 
ly Unionist agenda," he said. 

John Hume,-, the SDJjP 
leader, privately told colleagues 
the plan' would make it more 
difficult to get the IRA to end 
the violence. The SDLP depu ty 
leader, Seamus Mallon, con- : 
drained “a Mons tec Raving 
Loony election' proposal".. 7 
But Tbny~B]air. the Labour 
leader, made it clear Labour ■■ 
.would support the le^slation for 
the>lections, which is to be : 
rushed' through Parliament 1 
after the Easter recess. • L 



gun amnesty is ordered 


Lord Cullen: .Will report ‘as 
soon as pos^Ue’ 


JAMES CUSICK 

A nationwide guns amnesty, in 
the wake of the Dunblane mas- 
sacre. could begin in a matter 
of weeks, the Prime Minister 
said yesterday. 

In a brief Commons state- 
ment. John Major said that the 
Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, had been in discussion 
with the police and lhai “de- 
tails" of hew and when the 
firearms amnesty would take 
place were being worked out ur- 
gently. Mr Howard said he 
would like the amnesty to 
begin “as soon as possible". 

Although a weapons amnesty 
has been under discussion by the 
Government since last July, the 
murder of 16 schoolchildren in 


Dunblane, and Lhe inquiry that 
will be carried our by Lord 
Cullen, have acted as catalysts 
for immediate government" ac- 
tion. Yesterday the Secretary of 
Slate for Scotland, Michael 
Forsyth, announced the judicial 
inquiry’s terms of reference. 
The brief for Lord Cullen is 
wide, giving him powers to in- 
vestigate the “circumstances 
leading up to and surrounding" 
the mass murders on 13 March. 

With Lord Cullen told to "re- 
port as soon as practicable", the 
timetable for the amnestv - if 
it goes ahead within weeks'- will 
be operative as the Dunblane 
Inquiry gets under way. The 
Dunblane shootinss and the 
public s call for action by the au- 
thorities have clearly 'acceler- 


ated the Government's plans for 
an anticipated autumn amnestv. 
Estimates of illegally held guns 
in-Britain vary from' 500.000 to 
more than 1 million. 

In the last guns amnesty, in- 
troduced in 1988 as a conse- 
quence of the Hungerford 
massacre where 16 people were 
shot, 48.000 firearms were sur- 
rendered. The amnesty which 
followed, according "to the 
Horae Office yesterday, was 
organised within a few weeks of 
being announced. In a similar 
scheme in 1968 25,000 guns 
were banded in. 

Mr Forsyth said the inquiry 
will follow the procedures which 
operated in the Aberfan In- 
quiry. The inquiry in Wales 
looked at the causes of the 


deaths in 1966 of the 116 chil- 
dren and 28 adults killed when 
a coal slag-heap collapsed and 
covered a school. 

As recommended by Lord 
Cullen, the Dunblane Inquiry 
will lake evidence on oath and 
will be conducted under Lhe 
Om tempt of Court Act 1981. 
Mr Forsyth told the Commons 
the reference would be: “To 
inquire into the circumstances 
leading up to and surrounding 
the events at Dunblane Prima- 
ry School on Wednesday 13 
March 1996, which resulted ia 
the deaths of 18 people; to con- 
sider the issues arising there- 
from: to make such interim 
and final recommendations as 
may seem appropriate; and to 
report as soon as practicable." 


RICHARD LLOYD: RARRY 

Tokyo - 


A British-based bookmaker has 
taken to cyberspace to help the 
ga mbKng -craxy Japanese over- 
come Draconian betting laws 
which forbid bets on top sports 
from sumo wrestling to fomhai i 
SSP International Sport Bet- 
ting, which has made £25,000 a 
week, from telephone jnrf fav 
wagers placed by Japanese pun- 
ters since it was setup in 1989, 
is expecting its new Internet scr- 
| vice to attract more than l JJOO 

-customers a day. 


The service looks like a sure 
win — the Japanese spend 
more on the sports they are al- 
lowed to gamble on than anv 
other nation. Betting on horse- 
racinp is four limes that in 
Britain, and total spending in 
1993 was a total of 27in yen, 
nearly 6 per cent of gross na- 
tional product. Two-thirds of 
this goes on paebinko, a 
strangely addictive Japanese 
version of pinball. 

But restriction* leave Japan- 
ese gamblers with little choice 
of where to place their money 
— apart from a small-scale 


take sumo into cyberspace 

ire lottery, betting is confined to hi. nfih*. <*._ ■ . . . 


The Government hope to 
submit its evidence on gun con- 
trol to Lord Cullen's inquiry by 
the end of next month. Mr 
Howard will also conduct a re- 
view of firearms controls in 
Britain. The government has in- 
vited the Home Affairs spokes- 
men from the opposition parties 
to meet them and raise any is- 
sue they would like to see the 
review address. 

In Dunblane yesterday fu- 
nerals of those IdDed in the'mas- 
sacre continued. In the 
cathedral a service for the 
teacher Gwen Major was held 
Parents of some of the dead and" 
injured children, and some of 
the injured children from Mrs 
Major’s class, also attended the 
service. 


IN BRIEF 



lottery, betting is confined to bi- 
cycle, motorbike, speed-boat 
and horse-racing with wagers 
placed on the day with a only 
handful of bookies run by sports 
associations. The greaL nation- 
al passions, sumo, baseball and 
soccer, as well as casinos, arc 
strictly off-limits. 

It is this gap that SSP is hop- 
ing vviU lead to a big pav-da v — 
if n is allowed to. Following a test 
run on the Internet last week the 
Japanese National Police .Agency 
launched an investigation. 

SSP is based in London, but 
takes bets solely from overseas. 


Of the 16 languages on offer, in- 
cluding Finnish, Chinese and 
Thai, Japanese is by far the most 
lucrative. Eleven bookmakers, 
including one Japanese, set Lhe 
company's odds. 

Favourite bets at present are 
the high-school spring base- 
ball tournament, the outcome 
of the Oscars, and the ferocious 
battle between Japan and South 
Korea to host the 2002 World 
Cup (Japan is the favourite at 
10 to 7 on). 

But the Japanese police are 
interested. “Recently the In- 
ternet has been proliferating 


and there is much discussion of 
the problems that accompany 
it," a fiolice spokesman said. ’ 
This case is just one of 
them, and we are giving it our 
attention.’' 

Eric Sedenskv. who lived in 
Tokyo for eighry'ears before be- 
coming SSP's Japan develop- 
ment manager, said: “It is 
totally ridiculous. If we set up 
on a street corner in Tokyo we’d 
be arrested in a moment. But 
we re based in the UK, the beis 
are received in the UK, and 
they rc made in cyberspace. 
That's iV 


Chinook crew ‘cleared’ 

The crew of the RAF Chinook 
helicopter which crashed in the 
Mull of Kintyre in 1994 lolling 
all _9 people on board were not 
necessarily to blame for the ac- 
cident, an enquiry report is ex- 
pected to reveal. Page 5 

Today's weather 

Misty and overcast with some 
showers. Section Two, page 37 
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JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 


Lord Mackay. Lhe Lord Chan- 
cellor. is discussing a new law 
against stalking v-iih minister- 
ial colleagues - in response 10 
criticism of [he law tor failing 
to protect women whose lives 
are made a misery’ by men who 
pursue them obsessively. 

Lord Mackay is believed to 
have floated the idea of 
extending "non-molestation or- 
ders" to cover cases of stalking. 
This would would allow victims 


to obtain orders against un- 
wanted attention that a court is 
satisfied they find intimidating. 

At the moment there is no 
law against watching and fol- 
lowing people, or sending them 
unwanted letters, flowers or 
gifts. Stalkers can only be pros- 
ecuted for breaches of the 
peace, or threatening, abusive 
or insulting behaviour - in 
which case it must be proved 
that they acted with intent to 
cause harassment and alarm. 

The maximum penalty 1 for 
intentional harassment is six 


months jail and a £5.000 fine, 
but police say they are handi- 
capped by the difficulties of 
proving intent. 

The Family Law Bill, cur- 
rently going through Parlia- 
ment. provides for "oon- 
molestation orders” against 
people connected by family or 
domestic relationship. A source 
close to Lord Mackay said: 
-This could be a way of dealing 
with stalking more generally." 

The orders can specify the 
type of molestation in question. 
They are a civil rather than a 


criminal remedy, but they could 
give the police the power of 
arrest in cases where they are 
broached. 

Minister have already sig- 
nalled their willingness to leg- 
islate against stalking and the 
Home Office is examining the 
options, including looking at 
laws in Australia, Canada and 
the US, where stalking is a 
crime. A man who stalked the 
pop star Madonna was recent- 
ly jailed in California. 

Home Office sources say 
that Lord Mackay 's plans may 


not go far enough for Michael 
Howard, the Horae Secretary, 
who may prefer to make stalk- 
ing a crime. 

But Labour claims that the 
Government voted down an 
opposition move to make stalk- 
ing an offence in 1994, and 
failed to provide parliamen- 
tary limefor a private member's 
Bill brought in earlier this 
month by Janet Anderson, 
Labour MF for Rosser dale and 
Darwcn. 

She told the Commons: 
“British women who have been 


stalked are frustrated by the in- 
adequacy of British law. And • 
while the targets of obsession go 
on suffering, police officers are 
frustrated and angry with the 
absence of a specific offence of 
stalking.” 

She said there were too many 
cases where women's lives had 
been “devastated by the actions - 
of obsessive former partners, or 
sometimes complete strangers”. 
Stalking did not just affect 
members of the royal fa mil y and . 

celebrities, she said. 

The Association of Chief Po- 


Chinook crash 
inquiry set to 
absolve pilots 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


The crew of the RAF Chinook 
helicopter which crashed in the 
Mull of Kin tyre lulling all 29 
people on board were not nec- 
essarily to blame, the report of 
the inquiry’ into the accident is 
expected to reveal today. 

A Ministry of Defence in- 
vestigation into the crash on 2 
June 1^94. which killed 25 mil- 
itary and civilian anti- terrorist 
experts, blamed the accident on 
the negligence of the four-man 
crew. 

But lhe fatal accident in- 
quiry report and due to he pub- 
lished this morning, will say it 
is unable to determine the 
cause of the tragedy. 

The accident killed many of 
the key figures in the fight 
against terrorism in Northern 
Ireland, including the army’s 
head of intelligence in the 
province, senior RUC officers 
and several members of the Se- 
curity Service, MI5. They were 
en route from Belfast’s Aider- 
grove airport to a conference in 
Scotland when the US-built 
Chinook helicopter slammed 
into a mountainside, killing all 
on board. 

The report of the 18-day fa- 
tal accident inquiry held in Jan- 


uary this year, which was 
chaired by Sir Stephen Young, 
the Sheriff of North Strathclyde, 
is to be released in Paislev this 


morning. 

The inquiry is broadly equiv- 
alent to a coroner's inquest in 
England and Wales and its find- 
ings are not binding on the 
MoD or the RAF. However, it 
is likely to prove embarrassing 
for the MoD because it is 
expected to contradict the 
findings of their official 
inquiry published on 25 June 
last year. 

The latter concluded that 
the pilots. Flight Lieutenants 
Jonathan Tapper and Richard 
Cook, were negligent because 
they continued to fly towards 
the high ground of the Mull of 
Kintyfc in unsuitable weather 
conditions. 

The weather forecast at the 
time of take-off from Northern 
Ireland was suitable for the 
route flown but the weather 
deteriorated during the ap- 
proach to the Mull of Kintyre. 

RAF personnel were also 
witnesses at the Sheriff's inquiry, 
which it is understood con- 
cluded they could not be 
blamed. The pilots' families 
have accused the RAF of mak- 
ing them scapegoats for the 
crash. 




New destination: A collection of historic railway posters, which lay undiscovered for many months in a. property in East Anglia, was auctioned 
by Onslow's at Carisbrooke Hall, London, yesterday Photograph: John Lawrence 


Labour to take tougher 
stance over Railtrack 


Police in 
hunt for 
football 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and COLIN BROWN 


Labour w-ill commit itself to 
a state stake in Railtrack. after 
differences over its post- 
privatisation future were re- 
solved in favour of a tougher 
than expected commitment to 
public ownership. 

Although the exact wording 
of Labour’s intention to run a 
publicly owned and accountable 
Railtrack has yet to he finalised, 
the policy - which b. expected 
to be included in next month's 
privatisation prospectus - was 
agreed in substance at a meet- 
ing of key Labour figures on 
Wednesday evening. 

The wording is expected to 
make it clear that the public in- 
terest in Railtrack will not be 
restored until resources allow. 
But the language will leave no 
doubt over its overall goal and 
will be formulated in wav de- 
signed to create considerable 
uncertainty among would-be 
investors. 

The approval of the Labour 


leader, Tony Blair, for the pci- 
icy will be read by some in the 
Labour Party as a victory for 
John Prescott, the deputy 
leader, over Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, who had 
orginally argued that the pub- 
fic interest in Railtrack should 
be protected by regulation 
rather than ownership. 

Mr Brown, however, is un- 
derstood to have given ft is ap- 
proval to the new railway 
policy. 

.Although parly figures 
strongly deny the debate was po- 
larised’, Clare Short, the shad- 
ow Transport Secretary was 
said to have at one time backed 
Mr Brown, while her deputy. 
Brian Wilson, the rail 
spokesman, supported Mr 
Prescott. 

The statement of the new 
policy will make it clear that 
Labour is not committed to con- 
tinue transferring rail subsidy to 
the rail network through the 
Iranchise operators. 

Under Government policy 
the £2bn subsidy for passenger 


services will be paid to franchise 
operators who then pay Rail- 
track access charges for the right 
to use the network's infra- 
structure. 

By reopening that issue, the 
party will raise the prospect of 
subsidising Railtrack directly - 
at the same time as letting the 
franchise operators be free of 
access charges. 

Such a switch could also re- 
open the question of how the 
regulatory regime would oper- 
ate. 

The prospectus for the 
£1.5bn flotation of Railtrack will 
be published next month and 
party officials believe that the 
inclusion of the Labour formula 
could well deter some would- 
be investors from coming for- 
ward. 

There has been fierce debate 
within senior levels of the par- 
ty over the kind of commitment 
to make on Railtrack. But Mr 
Blair is said to have been open- 
minded while seeking to ensure 
that (here were no unacceptable 
costs involved. 


gang 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 



got job without 
any interview 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Buy The Independent tomorrow 
and get the Independent 
on Sunday for 50p 


Police are examining possible 
links between three robberies 
on prominent football person- 
alities after the wife of Ron 
Atkinson, manager of Coventry 
City, was left handcuffed at 
her home overnight. 

Interpol has been contacted 
about the possibility of a gang 
being responsible for robberies 
against famous people as far 
away as Australia. They were 
alerted after it was noticed the 
same method was used in the 
crimes. It involves attacking 
the man and handcuffing him. 
before making the wife show 
where the valuables are kept 
and then handcuffing her. 

In the latest incident three 
masked raiders burst into the 
home of Maggie Atkinson, the 
wife of Ron Atkinson, near 
Bromsgrove, Hereford and 
Worcester, at about 9 JOpm on 
Wednesday. Mrs .Atkinson was 
forced to open the family safe 
and the robbers got away with 
cash and jewellery’. 

Before leaving they hand- 
cuffed Mrs Atkinson to lhe 
banister of the upstairs landing. 
She was not discovered until 12 
hours later at 10.30am yester- 
day by a family employee. Mrs 


Ron Atkinson: Wife was 
left handcuffed 


Atkinson was described as “ex- 
tremely distressed” but suf- 
fered no injury in the raid 
except for abrasions caused by 
the handcuffs. 

Mr Atkinson said: “It has 
been particularly' distressing, 
but fortunately Maggie is very 
resilient.” 

Dct Insp Steve Wallers, lead- 
ing the investigation, said last 
night: “We will be talking to col- 
leagues in other forces where 
similar incidents have oc- 
curred.” 

Staffordshire police are in- 
vestigating the robbery of Bill 
BelL, chairman of Port Vale 
football dub, at his home in Jan- 
uary. During the raid Mr Bell 
and his wife, both in their six- 
ties. were left tied up in sepa- 
rate rooms after three masked 
men plundered their home in 
Stoke-on-Trent. Police are also 
looking at links with the robbery 
of Leeds United chairman 
Leslie Silver. Three masked 
men broke into Mr Silver’s 
home in Leeds on 1 1 March and 
bound and gagged him and his 
wife before stealing jewellery. | 


A regional health authority al- 
lowed a temporary locum con- 
sultant who made more than 80 
major errors in diagnosing can- 
cer and other diseases to be ap- 
pointed without any other 
senior doctor interviewing him, 
an inquiry revealed yesterday. 

Dr Sara Kiberu, a 
histopathologist who made 531 
errors in diagnosing 4,226 cas- 
es, S3 of them classified as 
“major” worked at Grantham 
and Bassetlaw hospitals in Lin- 
colnshire and Derbyshire. His 
mistakes were uncovered by 
Dr David Clark, the consultant 
histopathologist who succeed- 
ed him at Grantham, and whose 
actions were commended by 
yesterday's inquiry. 

Trent region appointed Dr 
Kiberu without a medical in- 
terview and despite his experi- 
ence not matching that 
recommended in NHS guid- 
ance, the inquiry said yesterday. 

•And central funding for ’a 
quality assessment scheme 
which might help prevent such 
cases in future - or allow them 
to be detected earlier - has been 
ended by the Department of 
Health, the report revealed. 

The report criticises both 


the Trent region and the two 
hospitals over Dr Kibcru’s ap- 
pointment, but says that despite 
“administrative shortcomings 
and weaknesses” there is “op ev- 
idence to conclude that these 
led directly to [his] inappropri- 
ate employment”. It is possible 
that Dr Kiberu. a graduate of 
a Thnzanian medical school 
who had become a fellow of the . 
Royal College of Radiologists in 
1990. would have been ap- 
pointed anyway. 

Tougher standards over the 
appointment of consultants are 
needed, however, the report 
suggests - even if this risks 
“short-term disruption of ser- 
vices”. It also recommends 
wider adoption of external qual- 
ity assessment schemes to* 
improve standards in 
histopathology, but says the 
Department of Health has with- 
drawn central funding for them. 

The . department . admitted 
thatyesterday T but said it hoped 
pilot and demonstration project 
would begin again next year, 
funded through laboratories 
charging a levy on NHS trusts 
for the services they provide. 

Dr Kiberu has been sus- 
pended since January 1995 un- 
til the end of his NHS contract 
this month, bul ls understood to 
be working in. the Middle East 


BRIEF 


lice Officers recently launched 
a survey of stalking after con- 
dudmg that the law is inade- 
quate. ft. drew attention to a 
case when a magistrate com- 
plained he was unable to con- 
vict: a defendant who had 
stalked a 24-year-cdd woman for 
more than two years because no 
law had been broken. 

There will be no Legislation 
in the current parliamentary ses- 
sion but it is still possible that 
a measure could be brought for- 
ward before a general election 
next spring. • 
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Legal aid bat over 
Sony court battle 

A middle-aged German’s legal 
bid to prove be invented the 
Sony Walkman will cost the 
British taxpayer £500.000; afte r 
his claim: wits' thrown out by 
three Court of Apical judges. 
An^easPlaveLwhospenfaLlra 

inheritance battling the Japan- 
ese multi national through the 
courts, haa to fight the appeal 
on legal aid. . 

The judges ordered Pavel to 
pay the costs of Sony and Toshi- 
ba. but all will be funded by 
legal ait Pavel, wbo now lives 
in Milan, hoped to claim up to 
£100m in royalties from Sony if 
he won his appeal. He now faces 
bankruptcy. The patent was 
originally niled invalid in 1993. 

Teen drinking rises; 

Underage drinking is on the 
rise, with teenagers drinking 
more alcohol more frequently. 
Between 1990 “and 1994- there 
was a “marked increase" in the 
number of pupils aged H to 15 
who drank alcohol every week, 
said a survey of secondary 
schools by the Office of Popu- 
lation Censuses and Surveys: 
Some were consuming the 
equivalent of four pints a week. 

OAPs badly beaten 

Two women pensioners, aged 90 
and 76, were seriously ill in bos-, 
pital after being savagely beat- 
en by an intruder at a block of 



flats. The younger of the two 
may have Iain bleeding with a 
fractured jaw for up to 17 hours’ 






■Glamorgan. The 90-year-old 
hadseverefacwliigurieSiPoKce- 
were hunting a man aged be- 
tween 20 and 30 seen nearby. ; . 

Director quits 

Carol Tietjen, personnel direc- 
tor of the former Yorkshire re- • • 
gion of tbe NHS, has resigned 
her £44,000 post as Director of " 
Human Resources at Oxfam af- ■ " 
ter damning criticism last week 
tty the National Audit Office of 
her performance in her NHS 
post. She was accused of failing 
to declare an interest over con- . 
tracts let to her husband. 





Bums boy ‘miracle’ 

A three -year-oJd boy who suf- 
fered 94’per cent burns in a fire 
which: killed his mother is 
believed to have made British 
medical history by surviving for 
six -weeks. Adam McKehtie's 
fight jfbr life has amazed sur- 
geons at Stoke Mandeville Hos- 
pital, Aylesbury, Bucks, where 
he had: several skin grafts. 

Hotel knife death 

A Britiskbosmessman has been 
knifed to death in a Chinese 
hotel room. The body of David 
Swindells was found in the 


Be: 
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WfilkS.’ii'sKJi.. 


Shangrila Hotel, Shenzhen, on 
the Qrina/Hong Kong border. 
Mr Swindells, 59, married with 
three children from Frilford 
Heath near Abingdon, Oxotu 
was a consultant with the Unit- .. 
ed States based company Corn- 
ing Inc, inventors of Vycej. . 


Rev Niall Johnstone 

Reporting evidence to M?s 
considering the forces’ bait on 
homosexuals (20 March), We 
incoirecdy referred to the Rev; - 
Niall Johnstone as- a former 
army chaplain dismissed front.- 1 ' 
the forces. The Rev Johnstone f- 
resigned as an infantry officer 
to. train for ordination. Wfe 
apologise for our error. • . 
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DIANE COYLE : 

. Eboriomics Etfiipr . 

The Chauceliormay be able to 
look forward to a revival m-con- 
suAct spending this year hut h k 
counterparts in the next centu- 
ry win fice a serious “feel-bad" 

. problem. Levels ,of consumer . 
spending asfbe British, 

population shrinks after about 
2020, according to anew report 
by theEcunomic and Social Re- 
search Council (ESRC). ' 

• The housing market wffl be 
hardest hit, it predicts. Ahous- 
' mg surplus will depress p rices. 
"This is Ekely to be reinforced by 
the inheritance of property be- 
queathed to their heirs By the 
. first post-war generation of 
owner occupiers.. 

The regional differences win 
be pronounced, however. The 
population in East Anglia, the 
East Midlands, the South West 
and South. East win continue to 
grow, at the expense of the 
North and London. 

Presenting the report yes- 
terday aspart of the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry’s 
contribution to Science Week, 


Vcman managers and iirafes^ioruL; 
as of all female employees 



Professor: Richard Scase, of the 
University of Kent, said there 
were other economic and social 
trends anticipated in the next 
two decades which would mean 
profound changes in consumer 
markets. ' • 

Talking up the usefulness of 
ESRC-funded academic re- 
search as opposed to tradition- 
al market research, he said: 
“Businesses should take a step 
back andiook al the social and 
economic forces that shape 
long-term consumer trends to 
enable them to anticipate these 
changes.'’ 

Other trends be highlighted 
included growing inequality of 
income, job insecurity, the age- 


Distribution of household types 


1991-2016.96. 


60 - 



married co-hahftkig lone " Vsinge.' 

parents parents 


others 


rag of the population, rising 
women's incomes, and the 
growing proportion of onc- 
person households and single- 
parent families. 

Some of these are already 
well- publicised. For instance, 
the proportion of over-65s in the 
population will increase from 20 
per cent to 24 per cent between 
2000 and 202] . During the next 
15 years the number of con- 
sumers agedjSO-65 will climb by 
2& million to 1 1.6 mOlion, while 
the number of 15 to 30-year-olds 
win be static. Businesses serv- 
ing the elderly should thrive. 

By the year 2000. a third of 
households will consist of one 
person - a hi gh proportion of 
them elderly- buying goods and 
■ services for themselves. Lone 
parents will account for more 
than 11 per cent of all house- 
holds. They tend to be poorer 
than average and to buy fewer 
of the household goods married 
couples furnish their nests with. 
The technological revolution is 
leaving them behind. 

The cotbuhct implications of 
other trends identified by Pro- 
fessor Scase are less well- 
known. For instance there is 
likely to be a significant rise in 
the number of women in pro- 
fessional and managerial jobs. 
By 2000 more than a third of 
women employees will be in 
such posts. 

The evidence from the Unit- 
ed States suggests demand for 
labour saving devices, security 
measures and new services such 
as teleshopping and multi- 
media will expand as a result 

Job insecurity mil favour 
products that are durable and 
functional Luxuries and cred- 
it purchases could decline. 


It’s official, 


• . . • 


is winning 




MARIANNE MacDONALD 

"Media Correspondent . 

‘Bri tain finall y has an official an- 
swer tothe botly debated ques- 
tion of whether- winning the 
jackpot on the lottery makesyou 

miserable. • s • ' 

The question was posed yes- 
. terday By the Heritage Select 
Committee, which is investi- 
gating the lottery. ■ 

On the House of Commons 
stand were Ken Southwell a 
co mmuni cations engineer who 
. won £839,000 as his share of the 
jackpot in the first lottery draw 
in November 1994, and Bob 
Westland, a postmaster who 
won £3.8m last July. - - ' 
Tbby Jessel Tbry. MP for 
Twickenham, asked: “We were 
told that if people won big, it 
would make them miserable, 
wreck their lives and damage 
their family relationships. 

■ “Has it made either of you 
: miserable?” • 

. “The exact opposite," re- 
ported Mr Westland. *Tt made 
me very happy. It gave me se- 
curity for life, and anybody 
who says they would be made 
miserable by winning doesn't 
: know what they.' are . talking 
: abouL" 

Mr Southwell said: “It hasn’t 
. made me happier,because I was 
happy before. It made me a lot 

■ more secure.” "■ 

Both men said that theybad 
had no problems with harass- 
ment from the press, even 
though Mr Southwell wore, the 
' jackpot on the first week when 
media interest was at its high- 
est. “lii retrospect 1 was fairly 
. ; ■naiv e in tha t I made the fateful 

■ jnistalce.qf showing the landlord 

Southwell saitL “The press got 
io me before Cainelot did.” 
The worst thing which had 
. happenfedas a result pf tils win 
was that he was in effetf sacked. 

. **I went back to work two days 
after the .win [for TAS, a sub- 
sidiary: of BSkyBj anrf I was 
quite happy to carry on. But I 
was shoved out/ 1 think, they* 
• .questioned my Icyalty.V^'ieon 
a- call-out ■ system and I think 
they doubted i would get up if 
.there was a blizzard and it was 
ilate at nighL” ' ‘ ■ 

* Thfr engineer from Yoixhas 

! now bought several houses asm- 
- vestments and paid off his as- 
jjr fcer's mortgage. Mr Westland has 
’ sold his business and plans to 
buy a counuyrhouse hotel 
Neither had had any problem 

with jealousy or scroungers, 
they said. “It has been the ex- 
act opposite, " said the jovial Mr 
Westland. *Tve had so many 
people come up mid congratu- 
late me” . ■" 


Vitamin E 
heart 




GLENDA COOPER 

Vitamin E cab substantially 
reduce the risk of heart attacks 
- by as much as 75 per cent - 
according to new research by 
doctors at Cambridge Univer- 
sity. 

By comparison, aspirin, com- 
monly taken by heart patients, 
provides a 25 to 30 per cent 
benefit ; • 

■ The doctors who made the 
discovery- believe this is why 
Mediterranean people have 
much less heart disease than 
northern Europeans. 

A team led by Professor 
Morris Brown, from the Cam- 
bridge University Clinical 
School studied 2.000 patients 
with heart problems. Half were 
given vitamin E in an 18-month 
trial, while the others took 
placebo tablets. 

The doctors found that' the 
number of heart attacks in the 
vitamin E group was only a 
quarter of that in the placebo 
group, according to research, 
published in tomorrow’s issue 
of the Lancet. * 

Professor Brown said: “Ws’re 
very excited. We didn't expect, 
tiie effect on heart attacks to be 
so large. There has been a lot 
of circumstantial evidence of the 
benefit of vitamin E, but' this is 
the first time anyone has come 
up with a dear-cut answer. " 

“Although it is early days, 1 
will be recommending that pa- 
tients with angina and those who 
are .at risk of heart dikiase 
should be given supplemen- 
tary vitamin E at a high dose.” 

■ vit amin E is found in veg- 
etable and fish oils. Olives, 


oKve o3, Duts. avocados and oily 
fish, like tuna and mackerel, all 
contain large amounts of the 
vitamin.. 

The British Medical Journal 
also carries further evidence for 
the benefits of alcohol against 
heart disease, and claims that a 
range of drinks, not just wine, 
has a protective effect. . » 

Previous research has sug- 
gested that substances found in 
wine - particularly red wine - 
known as bioflavenoids, made 
it more effective than beer or 
spirits at reducing the risk of 
death from heart disease. 

But American scientists who 
have reviewed major studies, say 
that all alcoholic drinks are 
linked with a lower risk. 

Dr Eric Rimm and col- 
leagues from the Harvard 
School of . Public Health, 
Boston, reviewed a series of pre- 
vious heart disease studies. Of 
10 studies, four found a 
benefit from moderate wine 
drinking, four found the same 
benefit from beer, and four 
from spirits. 

• Another paper, written by 
Danish scientists and also pub- 
lished in tomorrow’s British 
MetticaTJoumaL, found that tee- 
total men with high levels of 
cholesterol bad a five times 
greater risk of heart attack than 
those who consumed three or 
more alcoholic drinks a day. 

Dr Hans Ole Hein and a 
team from Rigsbospitalet Stale 
University Hospital, Copen- 
hagen, studied 2326 men aged 
53 to 74. They found that the 
more cholesterol the men had 
m their blood, the greater was 
the benefit of alcohol 
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Elastic stodrin|$ couklsolve the 
problem of swollen ankles on 
flights, accordi ng to' a retired 
dermatologist, writes Glenda 
Cooper.. 

Jet flight leg has been at- 
tributed topassengfiis having to 
sit stiS for locg penbds and is 
usually treated -by’ massaging 
and moving thelegs. But in akt- 
ter lo the Lancet medical join--: 
nal, Sam Shuster sug^eststhat 
the cause of the swelling is the 
-low air pressure in the cabin. - 

Professor Shuster, a feDowof 
Newcastle, Univereity, said that 
oedema [swelling] Is most com- ; 
mon amongst those with vari- 
cose veins and women over 30. 


It is usually noticed about three 
hours into the flight and varies 
' from a slight ankle pitting to 
swelling ot the lower leg. 

■ He explains that if blood 
pressure remains unchanged 
but the pressure in the cabin is 
low then it will “suck” fluid out 
of : the -capillaries, creating 
swelling. “I have found the 
elastic compression stockings 
“prevent the swellings com- 
pletely in those with recurrent 
moderate or severe jet flight 
leg.” he said. 

“The stockings need only be 
lightweight, below the knee 
and above the toe, but must be 
put bn before the flight." 



Branch manager: Wendy Foulger, of the Aberglasney Restoration Trust, Liandeil, Wales, takes shelter in a 1,000-year-old yew tree tunnel, 
probably the oldest in existence. The trust is appealing for financial help to support its historic hall and grounds Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Mast sends wrong signal to Lloyd Webbers 


STEVE BOGGAN 

The man who funded the dis- 
covery of Tutankhamun’s tomb 
is buried there. De Havilland 
flew his first aircraft from there. 
And for centuries, bonfires 
have been lit there al times of 
national celebration and 
tragedy. 

Beacon Hill is rich in histo- 
ry and beauty, the site of an Iron 
Age camp and no stranger to 
skirmishes. Bui no one could 
have foreseen its latest role in 
the field of human conflict - the 
subject of a row between Lady 
Lloyd Webber and Lore! 
Carnarvon over a Vodafone 
communications masL 
Today. before blood can be 
spilled. Lord Carnarvon, grand- 
son to the man obsessed with 
Tutankhamun, will try to resolve 
the row he inadvertently start- 
ed when he gave Vodafone 
temporary permission to erect 
the 15m mast at the foot of the 



Lines crossed: Lady Lloyd Webber (left) objects to a 
mast put up on land near her by Lord Carnarvon (right) 


hill in Newbury. Berkshire, six 
months ago. To the possible joy 
of the composer’s wife, he in- 
tends to suggest moving iL 
The mast, on the southern 
side of the ancient hill has been 
built on □ site of outstanding 
natural beauty and has caused 


consternation in the Lloyd 
Webber household next door. 
Although they cannot see the 
mast from their mansion, they 
feel its siting is an environmental 
outrage and they warn Bas- 
ingstoke and DeaDe council to 
refuse permanent planning per- 


mission when it debates the 
matter next week. 

Tl is outrageous that the 
mast has been put up in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty," 
said Lady Lloyd Webber. 

"Planners don't seem to care 
what they allow to go up. I've 
already written to The council 
objecting to the scheme. I'm as- 
tonished that Lord Carnarvon 
and the council have given the 
[temporary] go-ahead for it." 

After realising the extent of 
opposition to the mast - the 
council has received eight com- 
plaints - Lord Carnarvon moved 
last night to defuse the situation 
and said he is determined not 
to let the upset turn into an ar- 
gument. 

“1 had a meeting with Lady 
Llovd Webber two weeks ago 
and it was very amicable," he 
said. "No one is more aware of 
the importance of the site than 
I am - ray grandfather is buried 
there. But 1 think we have to 


strike a balance between what 
the public needs in the form of 
better signals for their tele- 
phones. and what we all feel 
about the area. 

"I have been away, but when 
I got back yesterday and 
learned of the strength of feel- 
ing, 1 got in touch with Voda- 
fone and I'm having a site 
meeting with a director and an 
engineer tomorrow to see if it 
can be moved to a better spot 
and reduced in height by 3 me- 
tres. It turns out that they need 
it Lo service the south of New- 
bury, so it doesn’t need to be 
high on a .hill." 

He confirmed that he would 
receive rent from Vodafone for 
allowing the mast on his land, 
but declined to say how much. 

Mike Caldwell, a spokesman 
for Vodafone, said: "These sites 
can be very expensive and in- 
trusive. We want to do without 
them, but we had no alterna- 
tive.*’ 


Arsonist 
is given 
six life 
sentences 


A barman who murdered a 
mother and her five children by 
setting fire to their fourth floor 
fiat, was given six life sentences 
at the Old Bailey yesterday. 

Judy Newell 35, and her 
children were said to have 
"screamed and screamed" as 
fire engulfed them al their flat 
in Bermondsey, south London. 

The court was told Scott 
Vowls. 24, set the fire, but the 
Newells had not been his target 
- he had wanted to settle a triv- 
ial argument with Mrs Newell's 
brother who. unknown to him. 
had moved out. Mrs Newell and 
her family had only been living 
in the flat for two days. 

Vowls, of Bermondsey, had 
denied six charges of murder. 
But the jury found him guilty on 
a majority verdict. 

One witness described the 
family as “looking like burning 
ghosts” as they perished. Mrs 
Newell her children, Courtney, 
seven, Curtis, three. Nathan, 
one, and Cassandra, six, died in 
the blaze in January 1995. Ash- 
ley. four, survived the fire but 
died later in hospital. Neigh- 
bours implored the mother to 
jump and throw down her chil- 
dren. They had mattresses and 
blankets ready to catch them. 

After the jury convicted 
Vowls, police revealed he was 
a persistent firebug who was 
linked with fires at previous ad- 
dresses but bad never been 
prosecuted. 

Vowls had trapped the fam- 
ily by placing a burning mattress 
outside the bedroom door. “To 
cause maximum devastation 
Vowls turned on four 'gas burn- 
ers on the hob and turned the 
gas men on,” Richard Horwell, 
for the prosecution, said. 

The arson attack was 
orapted by a trivial domestic 
row about untidiness and un- 
paid bills. Vowls was plotting his 
revenge against Mrs Newell's 
brother. Lee Newell, whom he 
had shared the flat with before 
moviqg ouL But Lee Newell had 
given up his room to his sister 
and her children who had 
nowhere to stay after leaving the 
children’s father. 

On the night of the lolling 
Vowls and his dog were seen 
outside the flats by witnesses. 
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Until now, baying a cheaper private 
bealtftptaui has meant compromising 
on the amount of cover yon get Bat 
Primecare, a new policy from Prime 
Health, actually gives yea comprehen- 
sive cover - at a budget price. 

So, if you’re buying a policy, ask 
yoorseif: does it cover oat-patient 
treatment, Eke specialist consofta- 
tions? Does it give you immediate 
access to private treatment? Does it 
guarantee full payment of surgeons’ 
and anaesthetists’ fees? WtD it pay for 
alternative medicine? 

Primecare gives you all tilts. In 
fact, we believe it to be the best deal 
cmreotfy oa the market Why not 
switch immediately? Yoo can be 
covered the moment yoo contact our 
Customer Advisers on 8800 77 99 55. 
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1 Call Prime Health oa 0800 77 99 55, or fill in the cenpoe. 


•v y*.« ; 
X.'.C-X 


•Kj vrt:?£ r ■< : -v • • 



v f5 c '*- v . r: -a“ - > 

■-V ' % 'a* *-j“T - ■ y "* r $V v fc ' 


Tltte. 


pucsr ua Bice* uhkis 

Snrnarae 


.First name. 


Date of birth 


Address. 


Postcode 


Pbeoe (tac. STD code) Day. 


-Evemeg. 


Date of birth of the eldest person requiring cover | 


If you already have private metical insurance 


Please post to (no stamp required) Prime Health limited, FfiEEPOST, 
SI 3042 Stockport, Cheshire SK2 6YS. 


M01574NC 






-■* 



:d n 
■oani 
trie 
I:Gi 
:f».G 
i Ar 
ralia 
Ifrier 
u 

ling ; 

toTd 

clfr 

toil 

ipoi 

j m; 
7ros 
itne 
nun 
KOI 

urd- 
Lh tl 
ole : 
casi 










i: 


THE INDEPENDENT • FRIDAY 22 MARCH 1996 


ill 

!■ 

•If 

or 

ji 

•f 

d' 

1L- 

Ul 

:n 

ic 
ill 
u! 
f ■ 
.<i 
m 
nr 
h; 
ic 
til 

ii 

ic 



Research on 
isks to young 
may take years 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Scientists fear ii will he impos- 
sible to give definitive guidelines 
on whether children can safely 
eat beef or its products without 
lresh experimental evidence, 
which could lake months or 
years to produce. 

Bui experts in the field of 
"mad cow disease", or BSE. and 
its equivalent forms in other 
species, believe that as long as 
BSE exists in cattle there wifi Lx; 
:: faint but real risk that it 
might somehow be passed on to 
humans. 

"We believe that if there's 
now any risk to children, then 
it must be on about the same 
level as that of crossing the 
road." said a member of SEAC. 
the independent advisory com- 
mittee in the Government on 
BSE and its human form, 
CreuLffcldt Jakob Disease 
(CIO). yesterday. 

“The point is. for adults the 
principal risk is all in the past, 
from the time before all the reg- 
ulations [on what parts of cows 
could be used for food) were 
changed. Any future risk Lo us 
is trivial in comparison to those 
in the past. Bu t for a baby bom 


GHjlJW^N'S ; 

yesterday, the risks are alt in the 
fiiture. The equations are all dif- 
ferent for babies and children 
than for adults." 

A number of scientific ex- 
periments are now in progress 
to test how infectious BSE 
might be to humans. One, us- 
ing mice with human genes, pro- 
duced preliminary results last 
December which suggested that 
it was not. But the experiment 
needs another year at least to 
produce a final result. 

The members of SEAC are 
holding an emergency meeting 
this weekend at the urgent re- 
quest of Stephen Dorreli, the 
Secretary of State for Health, to 
decide what advice to give the 
Government on allowing chil- 
dren to eat beef. It is expected 
that they will give special at- 
tention to the perceived risk 
from products such as sausages 
which use “mechanically re- 
covered meat”, produced by 
tearing the carcass apart using 
industrial equipment after the 
standard meat joints have been 
removed. 

One government scientist, 
separate from SEAC but 


involved in assessing the risk to 
the population from BSE, told 
the Independent yesterday; “The 
risk has never been from the 
muscle or the milk. It's all the 
other things. The constant tin- 
kering lhaL has been done with 
(he legislation has been to make 
sure that the really dangerous 
tissues - the brain and spinal 
cord - don't get into meat 
products.' 1 It is in those tissues 
that the disease agent - a mu- 
tated cell-membrane protein 
known as a prion - is believed 
to breed and cause the disease. 

But he admitted that in the 
light of the latest findings of 
SEAC - that 10 human deaths 
could have been caused by ex- 
posure to BSE-infected mate- 
rials - he is re -calculating his risk 
assessments. 

The new assessments will try 
to see whether it is reasonable 
to assume that the deaths were 
caused by exposure - occupa- 
tional or otherwise - to mate- 
rials which had been produced 
from BSE-infectcd cattle in the 
years before 1989. At that time, 
the Government introduced a 
series of measures banning the 
use of material from any cow's 
central nervous system in food 
for human consumption. 


Price of meat: A buyer keeps track of trading at Banbury cattle market yesterday 


Photograph: John Voos 


Markets plummet in wake of scare 



’ menus changed 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

More than one-third of all 
schools, have stopped serving 
beef at meals because of fears 
about BSE. it was revealed yes- 
terday. A further wave of bans 
has been announced in the wake 
of Wednesday's confirmation 
of links between infected meat 
and Creutdcldt- Jakob disease. 

Local authority caterers said 
that 10.000 util of 30.OUU 
schools in England and Wales 
had stopped serving beef be- 
cause of earlier scares. 

Bans were already in place in 
at least 15 local authority areas, 
some in all schools and some just 


SCHOOLS 

in primary schools. Yesterday a 
further I f authorities out of a to- 
tal of 1 16 said either they were 
imposing an immediate ban or 
they were reviewing their school- 
meals policy. 

Yesterday the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
cancelled a seminar scheduled 
for next week designed to per- 
suade local authorities that 
beef was safe, saying that one 
of the main participants had had 
to drop out. 

Last January Angela Brown- 
ing. a junior minister, wrote to 
chief education officers ex- 


pressing concern that they were 
not offering beef to children. 
“Beef is a safe and wholesome 
food and it would be unfortu- 
nate if growing children were 
denied it for no good reason.” 
her letter said. 

Yesterday the United King- 
dom's biggest supplier of school 
meals, BET Catering Services, 
said the majority of local au- 
thorities in which it worked 
had already taken beef off pri- 
mary school menus. 

The Local Authority Caterers 
Association has joined ministers 
in asking the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy Advisory Com- 
mittee for clear guidance on the 
risks of serving beef to children. 


PAUL FIELD 

It was not business as usual yes- 
terday ui the cattle market in 
Banbury. Oxfordshire, as farm- 
ers saw’ profits tumble in the 
auction ring. What should have 
been the busiest day of the year 
so far turned out to be the worst. 

As fanners herded unsold 
prime beef cattle into lorries, the 
pain of counting the costs of the 
latest BSE scare was all too 
evident on their solemn faces. 
In the morning, they had 
watched in dismay as an auction 
of around 600 heifers and steers 
worth £650,000 on a normal day, 
fetched under £200,000. Near- 
ly half the livestock went unsold. 

However, as the value of 
beef cattle dropped the price of 
pigs and sheep rose amid 
expectations that consumers 
will change their eating habits. 

Jim Watson, managing di- 
rector of Midland Mart, which 
runs the auction, said: ‘This 


scare spells disaster for the 
fanners because a lot of them 
are already having trouble 
breaking even. Everyone is so 
despondent because ih try know 
recovery will lake a long time.” 

The price of beef cattle at 
Banbury fell yesterday from an 
average of 120p per live kilo to 
lOOp, resulting in a loss for the 
farmer of around £130 on each 
animal. 

Tills was reflected across 
Britain. Many farmers held 
back their cattle as prices plum- 
meted. On average prices were 
down £125 per bead, from £725 
last week. Small farmers - al- 
ready on right profit margins - 
face bleak prospects. 

Mr Watson attacked the 
Government for failing to act as 
soon as “mad cow disease” was 
first detected in 19S0s. “Farm- 
ers are picking up the tab for the 


Government which mishandled 
this from the start. When BSE 
was rife the Government should 
have taken infected cows out of 
the system but they were too 
worried about the cost.” 

Around ring two in the auc- 
tion area, traders stood with 
hands in pockets, where their 
money was staying. One said: 
“We are reluctant to buy be- 
cause we do not know if there 
is a market. The scare has shat- 
tered the confidence of the in- 
dustry but it incenses me. 
because we all slopped selling 
the bovine offal in 1989.” 

Farmers shook their heads in 
despair as it became evident 
they were not only taking less 
money home but cattle that was 
ready for sale. Richard Cottrell, 
who had brought 20 animals to 
sell, said: “I got £9,000 last week 
for 10 animals. With the price 
down by about 15p akflol can 
only expect about £7,000-£8.000 
this week for the same number. 


T have to sell the today other- 
wise they will get too fat.” 

He added: “It is doom and 
gloom here. People have a right 
to know about new scientific ev- 
idence but they should not stop 
eating beef. This cattle is safe”. 

Norman Thomas, who en- 
joyed spaghetti bolognese with 
his 12-year-old daughter and 
son aged 15 after the new evi- 
dence of a link between the bu- . 
man form of mad cow disease 
and infected beef emerged, 
said: “This is prime beet There 
is no risk whatsoever.” T 

Mr Thomas, who has a farm 
near Highworth, near Swin- 
don, with around 200 beef cat- 
tle. was more optimistic. *T 
have sold eight animals today 
and am down £50 to £75 bn dad) ' 
but I have made a small profit . 
We will still make money but it 
will be less than before." 

He pointed out that most 
farm ere will keep their heads 
above water; because they prac- 


tice mixed farming Some. Hill 
be able to balance their books 
owing to the increase in the • 
price of pigs and sheep. 

• In the bar, away from the 
gloom of the auction, pints of ' 
beer foiled to lift spirits - it was 
left to rounds of beef sand- 
wiches and plates of roast beef 
and Yorkshire pudding to do the 
trick. Barmaid Vivienne Booth 
had shifted 152 beef sandwich- ■ 
es by lunchtime. “They cannot, 
get enough of them,” she said. 

Upstairs in the restaurant, a 
succulent shoulder of pork was 
noticeably untouched. Caterer 
Patricia Bott, busy carving a 
rapidly diminishing joint, of 
beef, said: “It's an act of defi- 
ance. The farmers are eating it 
in principle' because beef is’ 
their livelihood.” 

Asked whether it was Safe to 
eat she replied: “I certainly '• 
hope so; with the amount the 
fanners have been getting 
through " 
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Ban will send beef market into ‘meltdown’ 


KATHERINE BUTLER : 

Brussels . 

and IMRE KARACS 

Bonn "... 

A Europe-wide ban on British 
beef was looming last night as 
consumers and. their govern- 
ments digested Britain’s ad- 
mission of a possible lint 
between eating meat and the 
human form of .“mad cow dis- 
ease" 

Prance, Belgium Sweden and 
the Netherlands closed then- 
borders to . British beef and 
others'- were considering fat 

lowing suit, Germany said it 
wanted. the EU to order a total 


ban. European Commission ex- 
perts .held an emergency meet- 
ing with Britain’s assistant chief 
veterinary officer, Kevin Taylor, 
to gather more details of the 
new evidence. 

The Commission sought to 
play down any risk to con- 
sumers, pointing out that since 
tyyo, when EU-wide curbs were 
first agreed, it had “erred on the 
side of caution'’. The rules, a 
spokesman said, were drawn up 
“m anticipation of a possible 
Imk between BSE and 
Creutrfeldt Jakob Disease" 


These require exports from 
Britain to be free of offal and 
nervous tissue; to come from 
herds free of BSE for at least 
six years and from animals 
younger than 30 months at the 
time of daughter. 

Of the 30 million EU cattle 
slaughtered each year put of a 
total herd of 80 oullibn the in- 
cidence of BSE - 12,000 cases, 
□early all in Britain - is an all. 
it was also stressed. 

Privately, however, officials 
admitted they were bracing 
themselves for a potential col- 
lapse ot the European beef 
market. “It may be loo late for 
lighter measures. Rightly or 


wrongly, housewives all over Eu- 
rope are already’ turning their 
backs on beef in the shops. We 
could be looking at meltdown,” 
one senior official said 
The Commission said it 
would wait for the advice of 
chief scientists and veterinary of- 
ficers who will meet today, but 
it was prepared to move rapid- 
ly if they advised new health 
measures. U stressed that uni- 
lateral derisions to ban British 
beef •- such as those taken by 
Fiance - were illegal but that 
member states may invoke the 
EU treaty to block imports in 
the event of a grave threat to 
public or animal health. 


Behind the scenes, alarmed 
EU agriculture officials were al- 
ready considering what, if any. 
scope exists in the £30bn EU 
farm budget to compensate 
British livestock owners if 
total eradication of rhe UK 
herd of 1 1 million cattle goes 
ahead But with an imals valued 
at up to £1.000 each, compen- 
sation claims could run as high 
as £11bn. “It would bust tile 
bank. It cannot be done.*’ said 
one source. 

There are also doubts in the 
Commission as to whether de- 
stroying the entire British herd 
would actually kill the BSE 
agent, which would live on in the 


carcase* of infected animals 
unless they were all cremated. 
Taking the meat of healthy 
British animals into EU fund- 
ed cold storage is not a prospect 
either, as it would be virtually 
impossible lu dispose of. 

Germany has yet to pul in 
place any unilateral measures, 
but will push hard for a Europe- 
wide ban. the government in 
Bonn said yesterday, and its in- 
fluence will he pivotal. 

“On the basis of the new in- 
formation. the aim musi he to 
secure a general export han 
from Britain for beef, beef 
products, offal, animal meal 
and raw materials for pharma- 


ceuticals and cosmetics in the 
European Union," the Ger- 
man agriculture and health 
ministries declared in a joint 
statement yesterday. “The mea- 
sures must ensure that such 
products cannot he imported via 
a third country." 

Germany, where consumer 
panic over mad cow disease has 
always been highest, warned its 
EU partners os long ago as 1994 
dial it did not believe Bri tain 's 
claim that there was no link be- 
tween the cattle brain condition 
and CJD in humans. A German 
health ministry report, submit- 
ted to the Commission in 
March 1994, stated: “The pos- 


Where’s the beef? What goes into different companies’ meat products 


claim a 
clean 
record 


ROS WYNN E-JONES 

No animal born on a certified 
organic form has ever con- 
tracted BSE, the SoQ Associa- 
tion said yesterday. 

There, baye been seven cas 1 - 
es of oigankaDy fanned cows in- 
fected with BSE. but all were on 
forms that had recently con- 
verted or were in the process of 
converting to organic methods. 
The use in livestock feed of an- 
imal remains, which is the trans- 
mission route for BSE, was 
banned in 1920 by organic fann- 
ers, said a spokeswoman. - . 

Tim Finney, who runs i 
organic meat company hear 
Swindon, Wiltshire, said when, 
he first heard about BSE Jbe was 
unsurprised. / “I thought it 
served dairy farmers righL 

“Dairy cows live a very bard 
life on conventional farms be- 
cause milk is such a precious 
commodity. They were fed 
products made from old sheep 
and cows, evehihongblhey are - 
naturally herbivores. # cows had 
never been given the Teed in the . 
first place we might never have 
seen BSE," he said ' 

Mr Finney, who has worked 
organically since the late 1980s, 
said that 99 per cent of BSE cas- 
es had been found in dairy cat-' 
tie. “Itis not beef cattle we need 
to worry about ft is dairy cat- 
tic who have come to the end 
of their lives and been slaugh- 
tered for meat which have con- 
tracted BSE to date. • 

“These cows are turned into 
manufacturing beef which goes 
into beef pies, tins and pasties 
- and is also used in schools, 
hospitals and work canteensbe- 
cause it is cheap." 

Oliver Dowding, whose form 
in Somerset is also recognised 
by the Sod Association as or- 
ganic, said eating organic pro- 
duce gave the public “personal 
guarantees of health and hap- 
piness". When he changed over 
to organic methods seven years, 
ago he saidhis cows acted “like 
junkies coming off junk". . 

The cost of jnilk can be 20 per 
cent higher, and beef 10-12 
per cent higher, when. fanned . 
organically. However, demand 
for organic produce exceeds 
availability and Mr Finney said 
his farm could not produce 
enough milk and meat. Patrick 
Holden, of the SoQ Association, 
said not enough is being done 
to support' organic farming. 

The Soil Association uses a 
kitemark to- identify -produce 
farmed in a manner which com- ■ 
plies with its regulations, - and 
this is a guarantee that beef, or 
any other meat, has not been fed 
any animal or fish products or • 
raised on land treated .with any 
agro-chemicals or fertilisers. . 

Customers . can - check 
through the- Soil Association 
how recently an organic, form 
has converted, should, theybe - 
concerned about the lingering : 
effects of preyions conyentioQ- 
al fanning, - 


.■'"Company;;;- Source;' '. Offal?' 
- ^S&mpse ' UK only No' ?' . 

V; ;;?• • 

- v . No -\ I. 

. /Wimpy ". "EU' No ; f \ 


Maria find UK, Ireland, 
/■ 45pen eetr-. . .US. tinned 
, meat from 

• V. _ . ’ Argentina 
and Brazil 




t^mments 



rCattle fed exclusively on 
natural forage and cattle 
feeds. Does not purchase 
cattle through livestock ' 
markets.. . 

Suppliers audited to. see 
no proscribed offal used. 

Beef carries EU 
Veterinary Certificate. . 
Meattaken from flank 
and forequarters. 

No cow beef used. SBOs 
never used fo St Michael 
products,- even prior to 
1989 bah. All British beef 
.fresh, not frozen 


Company Source 

McDonalds UK, France, 
Holland, 
Ireland 

Burger King UK. Eire, 
Botswana 


Starburger UK only 


Sains bury Confidential 


Lillie Chef UK, South 
and Happy America 
Eater 


Offal? Comments 


Company Source 


Offal? Comments 


EU-approved abbatoirs. 
40 separate checks 
carried out by McDonalds 

Only ground beef from 
flank and forequarter 
used. EU Veterinary 
Certificate. 

Suppliers arc Oakland 
Fast Foods, same as 
Burger King and Wiinpey. 

SBOs removed from cattle 
early on. as a precaution. 

No 'controversial parts of 
the carcass’ used. 
Company stress that 
alternative dishes to beef 
are available. 


Birds Eve Unavailable No Use only ‘select cuts' of 
Walls 

beef. 


EU, South 
America 


Indian 
re stu rants 


Chinese 

restaurants 


Constantly reviewing the 
lastcst research. Suppliers 
audited regularly. 

Do not tend to use a lot of 
beef, only as concession 
to Anglicised appetites. 
Oflen'bought frozen 

A lot of beef used in 
Chinese cooking. Usually 
of a fairly high quality 
because of nature of 
dishes, cooked for less 
than Indian food. 


Meat buying’s 20-year decline 


GLENDA COOPER 

The rebent !fiaD in beef con- 
sumption is only part of a 20- 
year trend, in which Britons 
have turned away from meat, 
according to the latest data 
collected by the Economic and 
Social Research Council. 

Researchers found that there 
had been a marked shift away 
from meat buying since 1973 
across -all groups, but that the 
move had been particularly 
strong among women and 
young people. 

A childless, angle 30-year-old 
woman is now 20 per cent less 
likely to buy meal than. 20 years 
ago and her male contemporary 
is 15 per cent less likely to- . 

The proportion of" people 
who say.lhat they are vegetar- 
ians also more ihan doubled . 
from 1984 to 1995, fo thepoint 
where 45 per cent of adults now 
'declare themselves to be vege- 


tarian. Sales of meat substitutes 
— for example; tofu, TVP and 
Quom — increased by 279 per 
cent over the period" 1988 to 
1991, reaching a value of £25m 
a year. 

. The more educated the 
household, the less likely it is to 
eat meat. Those who continue 
to buy red meat include the un- 
employed, the retired and those 
who live in cities. 

However,, there are indica- 
tions that people tire of a 
vegetarian diet as they get 
older ■ — a 40-year-old man>is 
more likely to choose a steak or 
a chicken wing than a 30-year- 
old. man : is. .Parenthood also 
boosts the probability of buying 
meat, A 30-year-old single man 
with children, for example, is 16 
per cent more Kkety to buy meat 
than if he is childless. 


The ESRC researchers warn 
the meat industry that it is not 
factors such as price or level of 
income but consumer attitude 
that is increasingly affecting 
meal-eating habits. 

Dr Trevor Young, one of the 
authors of the report, also 
undertook a survey on whether 
the bovine spongiform enceph- 
alopathy scares of 1989/90 had 
had a significant effect on beef 
consumption. 

“There now seems to be a 
popular perception that the 
consumption of beef has de- 
clined significantly and perma- 
nently as a result of BSE.” he 
concluded. 

The researchers found that the 
market share of beef was “rela- 
tively constant" until the end of 
the Eighties, hit there was “a sub- 
stantial fall and an accelerating 
downward trend thereafter". 

In order to work out whether 
public perception of BSE had 


any connection with the fall in 
sales, the researchers looked at 
the amount of media coverage. 

National newspapers in die 
United Kingdom published 
1,565 articles on BSE between 
1989 and 1993. of which 9 per 
cent were published bv the end 
of 1989 and 79 per cent by the 
end of 1990. 

"We estimate that media 
concern about BSE caused 3 
“transitory” loss of 5.7 per- 
centage points in the market 
share of beef [ie from approx- 
imately 30.7 per cent to 25 per 
cent of Lhe expenditure on 
meat] in the second quarter of 
1990, the quarter in which most 
articles referring to BSE were 
primed," Dr Young said. 

“VVe further estimate that the 
long-run effect is less but still 
substantial with a sustained 
decline of some 4.5 percentage 
points in the share of beef by the 
end of 1993." 


WILL BENNETT ’ 

The first case of BSE was dis- 
covered in 1985 but it was more 
than four years before the cat-, 
lie products thought most like- 
ly to act as pathways for the. 
disease were panned fra - h uman 

-consumption. 

" That crucial period provided 
a crucial window for mfection 
to pass from cattle to humans. 
Meanwhile, the number of cat- 
tle with BSE increased, one in- 
dependent estimate putting the 
total in Britain, between 1981 
and 1988 at 675.000. 

BSE was firet officially diag- 
nosed bv the Central Veterinary 
Laboratory, a government 


agency which comes under the 
umbrella of the Mmistiy of 
Agriculture, Fisheries said Fbod 
(Maff) in November 1.986. Bar 
it was not made pubtictmtil [ the 
following year .when tests begad 
to see whether BSE could be 
transmitted to infected caulks 
offspring and to other spedes. 
In April 1988, the Govern- 
ment appointed a committee 
under Sir Richard Soutfrwood 
-to assess the significance of 
BSE In. June' that year, the- 
committee recommended that; 
iitiectedanimalsbedestroyed, : 

. that milk from such animals be 


-disposed ot and that BSE be 
made a notifiable disease, which 
' meam fanners were required by 
law to report cases to Maf£ 

' On 21 June 1988, BSE be- 
.■ "'came a notifiable disease and on 
18 July the feeding of cattle or 
sheep protein to other cattle or 
sheep was banned. It is believed 
. that BSE resulted from cattle 
eating feed containing offal from 
sheep infected with scrapie. ■ 
The third measure resulting 
‘from the Southwood recom- 
r.jnendatioris showed the Gov- 
ernment's half-hearted commit- 
: ment to tackling the problem - 
on 8 August, it announced that 
infected cattle should be slaugh- 
tered but that fanners would 


only get 50 per cent compen- 
sation. It was hardly an in- 
ducement to report cases of 
BSE and it was not until Feb- 
ruary 1990 that full compensa- 
tion was introduced. 

It took until December 1988 
for the Government to imple- 
ment South wood’s recommen- 
dation that milk from infected 
animals should be destroyed, and 
it was not until April 1989 that 
they acted on the suggestion that 
a research committee be set up 
to discover the full extent of the 
threat to animals and humans. 

On 13 November 1989 - al- 
most 18 months after concern 
was fina expressed about the pos- 
sible inclusion of cattle brains in 


foods such as meat pies - bovine 
offals such as brains, spinal 
cords, gut, tonsils, thymus and 
spleen were banned for human 
consumption. It was another 
three months before the measure 
was introduced in Scotland. 

Offals were thought to be the 
most likely 1 route for infection. 
Bui even this measure was in- 
complete as cattle up lo six 
months old were exempted be- 
cause it was thought that they 
represented less of a hazard. ’ 

Research has shown that 
BSE is transmissible to mice 
from the intestines of young cat- 
tle, bur it was not until July 1 994 
that the ban was extended lo 
cattle under six months old. 


JOJO MOYES, CLARE GARNER and ROB CRANE 

John Major, Prime Minister: “Will of course continue to eat 
beef and serve it to his guests". 

And his children? “No reason to suppose that wouldn't be 
the case. But his children are young adults so the question . 
doesn't really apply." (Press Secretary) 

Stephen Dorrell, Secretary of State for Health: "I eat beef 
and my young children are eating beef." 

Michael Portillo, Secretary of State for Defence: “My fam- 
ily will continue to eat beef as part of a balanced diet" 

Virginia Bottomley, Heritage Secretary: Said she had vis- 
ited her local McDonald's in Old Kent Road yesterday with her 
husband and had eaten a beefburger. 

John Gummer, Secretary of State for the Environment: 
“Beef will still be served. Myself and my family will continue 
to eat beef." 

Gillian Shephard, Secretary of State for Education and 
Employment: “Mrs Shephard's view is that the Chief Medical 
Officer said he will continue to eat beef as part of a balanced 
diet and so will she." 

Roger Freeman, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster: 
“It would be a personal matter for the minister concerned." 
(Press Secretary) 

Ian Lang, President of the Board of Trade and Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry: "I will continue to eat beef." 

Viscount Cranbome, Lord Privy Seal and Leader of the 
House of Lords: “Vfes, I am still eating beef, it is still being 
served and it is still part of my varied diet" 

Sir George Young, Secretary of State for Transport These, 
are obviously personal matters that we won’t be dealing with 
from the department's point of view." (A spokesman) 

Peter Lfltefc Secretary of State for Social Security: “I haven’t 
been able to have a word with him." (A spokeswoman) 

Michael Forsyth, Secretary of State for Scotland: "He is 
not available for comment He is dealing with Dunblane." 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Secretary of State for Northern Ire- 
land: “The Secretary of State and his family continue to eat 
beef." 

William Waldegrave, Chief Secretary to the Treasury: “Ybu 
are not the first person to ask this question today. He’s been 
in meetings all day. I don't think we are likely to get an 
answer now." (A spokesman) 
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sibilitv can no longer be ruled 
out that the disease might he 
transmissible to humans.” 

The report continued: “Re- 
ports of suspected cases of CJD 
in fairly young people in the UK 
give good reason for concern. 
If, as with, AIDS the signifi- 
cance of the BSE problem is 
realised too late this may have 
grave consequences, proving 
fatal for virtually incalculable 
numbers of victims.” 

If this scenario materialised, 
the report warned, the issue 
of state liability had to be raised 
- meaning the Government 
could be liable to compensate 
victims. 


Britain 
holds 
breath 
on CJD 
epidemic 

THE FUTURE 


CHARLES ARTHUR 
and LIZ HUNT 

The nation may know by the 
end of this year whether it 
faces an epidemic of people suf- 
fering from Creutzfeldt Jakob 
Disease fCJD) triggered by 
eating BSE-infected beef in 
the 1980s. 

Government scientists are 
urgently re-examining their 
original risk assessments of the 
dangers posed by eating BSE- 
rnfected beef products. They 
want to see what the chances are 
that the 10 CJD cases which 
alerted them to a possible link 
with BSE were the lip of a slow- 
ly surfacing iceberg - or a 
statistical blip. 

“We are on tenterhooks 
about the scenario that might 
emerge.” said one member of 
SEAC, the independent expert 
committee, yesterday. “But we 
think it should become clearer 
in the next six-to-12 months. If 
we don't see too many eases 
then it could be that there 
won't be an epidemic." 

To guide them, the scientists 
on SEAC and at the Govern- 
ment's own laboratories have 
three existing models for the 
transmission of “spongiform 
encephalopathies'’ - of which 
BSE is one type. One is scrapie, 
the form it takes in sheep; an- 
other is feline spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (FSEj, which 
affects cats; and the third is 
kuru, caused by cannibalism in 
humans, but which is effective- 
ly indistinguishable from CJD. 

Kuru has a median incuba- 
tion period of about 12 years, 
and the 10 CJD cases appeared 
in the past two years. This, say 
the scientists, implies that the 
victims were exposed to the 
disease agent in about 1983-84, 
when the BSE epidemic was just 
beginning. If these 10 people 
represent the typical proportion 
of the popuJailon who vnJI con- 
tract CJD. many thousands of 
people could succumb in the 
next five years, having eaten in- 
fected material between 1983 
and 1989. 

However, the case of FSE 
may be a better guide. That fust 
appeared in cats in 1989. almost 
certainly from eating infected 
cattle remains in food. But 
though it must have had an in- 
cubation period, and the num- 
ber of cases of BSE did not peak 
for another three years, the 
□umber of cats diagnosed as 
having FSE has not increased 
radically, but has remained 
fairly steady. 

“It could he that the reason 
for that is that we don't recycle 
cat offal to feed to cats. That "was 
done with cows - and the BSE 
epidemic followed. The thing to 
remember is. we don't recycle 
human remains," said one sci- 
entist yesterday, weighing up the 
potential for an epidemic. That 
would imply that the new. BSE- 
induced CJD required a high 
dose and only affected certain 
susceptible individuals - mean- 
ing Lhai the number of cases will 
remain comparatively low. 

Significantly, Rob WflJ, head 
of the CJD Surveillance Unit, 
which spotted the new' trend in 
CJD cases in February, told the 
Indqxndini yesterday: “We do 
not have a large numfcwr of sus- 
pect CID cases in the pipeline.” 

It could be that BSE is not 
easily passed on to humans. 
People have eaten sheep in- 
fected with scrapie since the 
18th century, but the incidence 
of CJD is not related lo the in- 
cidence of scrapie: countries 
such as New Zealand, where 
scrapie is unknown, still record 
cases of CJD. 

Accurate projections of the 
number of cases of CJD that 
may arise in a population ex- 
posed lo BSE-infected meat, are 
further hampered by the lack of 
diagnostic tests for "CJD before 
symptoms appear. 
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MPs condemn 


student loans 


firm ‘blunders’ 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


A powerful group of MPs yes- 
terday castigated the Depart- 
ment of Education and 
Employment for a series of se- 
rious errors in setting up the 
company to run the Govern- 
ment's loan scheme for students 
on university, polytechnic and 
higher education courses. 

The Commons Public Ac- 
counts Select Committee, which 
carries a majority' of Conserv- 
ative members, used unusually 
strong language in its report on 
the troubled six-year history of 
the Student Loans Company. 

At the same time, in the ap- 
pendix at the back of the com- 
mittee report, it was revealed 
that the financially squeezed, 
state-owned company had also 
been hauled over the coals by 
the National Audit Office, the 
public finance watchdog, for 
making charitable donations. 
Officials at the Department 
knew about the donations but 
as soon as the NAO discovered 
them, the company was told to 
stop giving taxpayers' money 
away. Such donations, warned 
the NAO, were not allowed 


under Government accounting 
rules. 

Around 55.000 students suf- 
fered delays averaging six weeks 
in receiving their cheques from 
the company. When they tried 
to chase their money, they 
could not get through, since the 
switchboard was permanently 
jammed. 

Out of 1-1 million attempted 
phone calls, only 45.000 suc- 
ceeded in getting through, 
something the MPs said they 
“deplored". They rejected the 
company's explanation that in- 
stalling extra telephone lines 
would have taken too long to 
solve the problem. 

The company had an inde- 
pendent “assessor" to deal with 
customer complaints. He was 
paid a retainer of £8.000 a year 
and in four years only one case 
was referred to him. The com- 
mittee said it was "concerned" 
that bis pay was “unrelated to 
his caseload". Bizarre ly, the 
company’s own internal study 
had identified "fundamental 
weaknesses in planning and 
decision-making" yet it 
ploughed on, regardless. The 
committee said it was “con- 
cerned that so little effort was 


Tory rebels fall out 
over divorce Bill 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 


The barrage of Toiy opposition 
to the Government’s Family 
Law Bill was in disarray last 
night as key Conservative fam- 
ily campaigners pledged their 
support for its central plank of 
“no fault" divorce after a year. 

The surprise declaration from 
Julian Brazier MR president, and 
Hugh McKinney, chairman, of 
the Conservative Family Cam- 
paign provoked immediate con- 
demnation from other sponsors 
of the organisation, but was 


gratefully seized upon by 
Jonathan Evans, the junior Lord 


Jonathan Evans, the junior Lord 
Chancellor’s Department min- 
ister in charge of the Bill. 

The split among the cam- 


paign’s sponsors came after Mr 
Brazier, MP for Canterbury, 
and Mr McKinney circulated a 
letter to all Conservative MPs 
saying: “There is no doubt that 
with further amendment, the 
present Bill will remove many of 
the iniquities of the present di- 
vorce system and create a much 
fairer system for children and 


the innocent party in divorce." . 

In direct contradiction of 
calls by Tory rebels to retain 
adultery and unreasonable be- 
haviour as evidence of marital 
breakdown, the letter said that 
current law had become “totally 
discredited with courts granti- 
ng divorces in a matter of 
weeks". Fault had been abused 
to the extent that a totally in- 
nocent party could be sued for 
unreasonable behaviour. “The 
fault system that we have at pre- 
sent is manifestly unfair". 

In a move that took hard-line 
opponent.', by surprise , the let- 
ter urged all MPS to support the 
Bill on its Commons second 
reading on Monday, while 
pledging to fight for amend- 
ments on the splitting of prop- 
erty and pensions. But Lady 
Olga Maitland. MP for Sutton 
and Cheam and one of the 
Bill’s most outspoken critics, 
said: “I wasn’t consulted. They 
spe:tk for themselves. My views 
haven’t changed." Lady Olga, 
parliamentary private secretary 
to John Wheeler, the Northern 
Ireland minister, is one of a 


number of members of govern- 
ment who will use the free votes 
during the Bill’s committee 


stage to attempt to retain fault 
and to extend the minimum 12- 


and to extend the minimum 12- 
month period of reflection and 
consideration to 18 months or 
two years. 

The Bill’s opponents are in- 
censed that the waiting period 
for a divorce would be be 
brought down from a maxi- 
mum of five years in a handful 
of cases, and that divorce bv 
consent - without giving a rea- 
son - will be allowed after a year 
instead of the current two. 

Holding out another olive 
branch to the Government, the 
letter pledged support for the 
principle of pension splitting, but 
said the Lords’ amendment to 
introduce it was “inadequately 
drafted". It boosts the prospects 
of the Government persuading 
a sufficient number of Tory 
rebels to vote against retaining 
the amendment- although that 
would be on condition that 
ministers gave a clear commit- 
ment to bring in tbeir own leg- 
islation. 
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made to assess the risks involved 
in a major new initiative". 

Members were “dismayed" 
that student representative bod- 
ies were not consulted about the 
scheme before it was set up. 

It was vital, said MPs. that the 
DFEE took a firmer grip of the 
company, especially since the 
catalogue of blunders meant the 
original plan to transfer the or- 
ganisation to the private sector 
had been temporarily shelved. 

Under the revised plan, the 
company continues as before, 
with banks and other financial 
institutions also being encour- 
aged to give loans. The com- 
mittee said this “twin-track” 
approach “bad introduced con- 
siderable uncertainty into Lhe 
company's corporate planning”. 
It recommended officials “en- 
hance their monitoring of the 
company during this period." 

At present the company reck- 
ons on writing-off £I5 id worth 
of loans where students have de- 
faulted. MPs warned the com- 
pany “there was no room for 
complacency” in this area and 
stressed that in their eyes, a stu- 
dent who borrowed money, 
then avoided repaying the loan, 
had committea fraud. 



Euro-temple 


□ Lamont forecasts clash with EU 

□ MP urges defiance of European 
Court □ Cook ridicules Tory 'Canutes' 

lalcolm Rifkind, the Foreign geometry" Europe, wiffi dif- 
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Lappel Bank: ‘Classic case of development versus conservation' Photograph: John Voos. 


Bird haven 'destroyed illegally’ 


CLARE GARNER 


The Government illegally de- 
stroyed a haven for wildlife by 


fuming it into a car storage park, 
the European Court's advo- 


the European Court's advo- 
cate-general declared yesterday. 

The Royal Society- for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
has won the first step in its bat- 
tle in the Luxembourg court to 
establish that governments can- 
not take account of economic 
requirements when classifying 
Special Protection Zones or 
determining their boundaries. 

The important test case con- 
cerns Lappel Bank on the Riv- 
er Medway in Kent, pari of a 
“wetland of international im- 


portance" and home to rare bird 
species protected under Euro- 
pean law. which was turned into 
a huge car park to store Japan- 
ese cars imported through the 
adjoining port of Sheeroess. 

In a court hearing earlier this 
year, the Government claimed 
there were “overwhelming eco- 
nomic reasons" for excluding 
Lappel Bank from the 4,600 
hectares of the Medway estuary 
and marshes, a wetland noted 
for a range of wildfowl species. 
But lawyers for the European 
Commission, backing the 
RSPB. declared yesterday it 
was a classic case of “develop- 
ment versus conservation". 

The interim finding, which is 


not binding on the full court 
when it rules in the summer, 
said member states are not en- 
titled to lake account of eco- 
nomic requirements when 
classifying Special Protection 
Areas or determining their 
boundaries. It is a huge boost 
for the RSPB, which lost its case 
in the United Kingdom courts. 
The final outcome will be too 
late for Lappel Bank, where the 
mudflats have already been 
concreted over, but the victory 
could prevent a repeat . 

Barbara Young, chief execu- 
tive of the RSPB, said: “This is 
one hi the eye for the Govern- 
ment Ji has justifiably got a 
bloody nose." 


Malcolm Rifkind. the Foreign 
Secretary, was last night in- 
structed by Tory sceptics to 
“bring down the temple" of the 
'European Union if Britain did 
not get its way at the forth- 
coming Inter-Governmental 
Conference. 

i - Former Chancellor Norman- 
Lament said it seemed "Britain 
-was ^headed fora dash with Eu- 
. : iope" and hinted at withdraw- 
al from the EU. Indifferences 
were not reconciled, the time 
would come when Britain had 
- to consider “much more radi- 
cal alternatives”, he told the 
Ctnnmons. • 

A full-scale debate on .'the 
Government’s approach to the 
conference, which opens in 
Turin next week, saw the scep- 
tics hoMing with anger when Mr 
Rifkind said Britain should 
continue to obey the European 
Court of Justice. • 

. With the 48-hour week rul- 
ing still smarting; Mr Rifkind 
said the Government wanted to 
improve the working' of : the 
court so that it did not bring its 
reputation into disrepute with 
interpretations that went be- 
yond what was intended when 
.laws were framed.. . 

But when Nicholas Badge n, 
Toty MP for Wolverhampton 
SW, asked if he would hold open 

the courttfit was not refoni^ 
the Foreign Secretary replied: 

I don't believe it would be the 
will of the British people to dfe? 
obey the.law,” . ... 

“Who’s law?” bellowed the 
sceptics. TWo of them demand- 
ed Mr Rifkind make regular re-, 
ports to the. Commons on the 
' 1GC negotiations -a re<£uest he: 
acceded to - though Src Peter 
TapseH. MP for Lindsey, East,' 
said they would drag on beyond 
tiie general election. "The se- 
rious negotiation won't start un- 
til then because [some states] 
hope they will have a Labour 
government to deal with,” Sir 
PCter maintained. . .. 

Bill Cash, Tbty MP for 
Stafford, said the Government, 
was going into the IGC in a Spir- 
it of "appeasement” and not 
proposing radical plans for fear 
others would respond with an 
Integra tionist agenda. Patrick 
Nicholls, MP for Teignb ridge, 
said Mr Rifkind seemed to be 
saying there would be no stick- 
ing point He should say to 
Britain's partners there was a- 
point where “we- will bring the 
temple down” rather than give 
way- 

Mr Rifkind said Britain 
favoured a “partnership of na- 
tions” and would continue to re- 
sist moves towards a “united 
states of Europe”. He revisited 
the Prime Minister’s “variable 


inside 

Parliament; 


I Stephen 
"i Goodwin 


Commission and of a significaq 
number of continental politi 
dans. They want to extern 
QMV now as part of a long 
term ambition of building a fed 
eral Europe.”, - j 

But pro-European Edwin 
Currie, MP for Derbyshiij 
South, said there were so mi 
Tories “who aren’t nearly a 
frightened of QMV as the Got 
ernment appears to be” 

■ “One of our fears if the ve 
toes are retained in the fori 
that they are at the moment j 
that the enlargement proces 
would , bring in a number q 
small countries, who would als 1 
have the veto. Many of ns C 
this side dp oot wish to be tol 
by small countries new to E» 
rope what to do,” Mis Curri 
said. 

The official opposition we 
kinder to Mr Rifkind, thoug 
Robin Cook, probably did nc 
help the Foreign Secretary 
standing with the sceptics by rc 
minding them that, as bad 
bencher, Mr Rifkind had tol 
the Commons he believed ; 
united states of Europe migii 
be u a good thing”. 

The. Conservatives weri 
“gearing up to fight the oes 
election on the slogan of’Brinj 
back King Canute’,” the Labou) 
spokesman said. ’ 
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Labour proposes extra 
lessons for sixth-formers 

FRAN ABRAMS sixth-formers in England had yesterday that 1 pupil in 10 left 

Education Correspondent onfy 18 hours of lessons a week, school with no qualifications at 
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Sixth-formers could spend up to 
12 hours extra in lessons each 
week under a Labour govern- 
ment, while disaffected 14-year- 
olds could be sent to college to 
take vocational courses. 

Under Labour's plans for 
14- to 19-year-olds, published 
yesterday, both A-Levels and 
their vocational equivalents 
would lead to an “Advanced 
Diploma" qualification. But to 
gain this certificate, students 
would be expected to take ex- 
tra courses in subjects such as 
information technology, maths 
and communication skills. 

David Bhmkett, Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, said that 


sixth-formers in England had 
onfy 18 hoars of lessons a week, 
while their counterparts in 
France and Germany had 30. 

The party’s paper. Aiming 
Higher, stops short of proposing 
the abolition of the A-levels. In- 
stead, it said, qualifications 
such as the existing General Na- 
tional Vocational Qualification 
(GNVQ) should be given par- 
ity of esteem with the academ- 
ic exams. Both should lead to 
the Advanced Diploma, which 
would be equivalent to two A- 
Levels or. one advanced 
GNVQ, plus the extra “core 
sJrilis”. 

In addition to its plans for 
sixth-formers. Labour plans to 
reform education for 14 to 16- 
year-olds. Mr Biunkett - said 
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f eometiy Europe, wim <w- 
srent degrees of integration for 
different countries. The opt-out 
from the Social Chapterwas an 
example and the single curren- 
cy would be another. ’ 

In a more appealing section 
for the Euro-sceptics, he said 
some of the ideas for.tbe IGC 
particularly those from the 
Commission and the European 
parliament! were driven by an 
“ideological mission” to mam- , 
tam the momentum of integra- . 
tion. A dear example was more 
qualified . majority voting 
(QMV) which the Government 
would oppose. 

Those who -wanted an ex- 
tension of QMV really wanted 
it for all decisions. “But they! 
know that is non-negotiable at, 
the present time. So they are 
see long half a loaf now, hoping; 
to secure the other half, the! 
flour, and the whole bakery,' 
when they can. 

“Thai is the objective of the 
European Parliament, of the 
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yesterday that 1 pupil in 10 left j 
school with no qualifications at 
ah, while in some schools the fig- ■ 
ure was as high as 30 per cent. ] 
These youngsters should be : 
freed from some of the de- ■ 
mands of the national curricu- i 
lum so that they could spend a ' , 
day or more each week at col- j 
lege, he said. They could foUow 
vocational courses which might 
motivate them more effective- 
ly than academic study in which 
they were likely to fail. 

■ Funding cuts have left uni- 
versities with a stark choice 
between cutting student num~. 
bens or putting the quality of 
their courses at risk, the High- 
er Education Quality Co uncil, . 
set up to monitor standards, ar- 
gues in a new report. . 
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epidemic killing 3 million a year 


■a 


.1 y*& 


Annual TB deaths 
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WTO declares 
global emergency 
0993) 
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BSkyB linked 
to rescue plan 


UZ HUNT 
Health Editor 

TubereaJfossis nowldllingmorc 
people than at any other time 
m history, the World Health Or- 
ganisation warned yesterday, 
with one person infected every 
second and nearly 3 million 
deaths annually.. 

Scientists predict that up to 
a half a billion people will be in- 
fected with TB in the next 50 
yeais if present rates continue. 

And they say that growing 
numbers are developing multi- 
drug resistant forms which can 
.cost. 5250,000 (£170.000) per pa- 
tient to treat, compared with less 


than Situ) for non-resistant 
forms, and are often incurable. 

•'Not only has TB returned, 
it has upstaged its own horrible 
legacy," said Dr Hiroshi Naka- 
jima, director-general of the 
WHO. 

Paul Nunn, chief of research 
for the .WHO's global TB pro- 
gramme, said the threat was far 
worse than that posed by the 
possible link between mad cow 
disease and Crcutzfcldl-Jakob 
disease. While the UK popula- 
tion should be legitimately con- 
cerned about CJD, he said, 
the scare should be pul in 
perspective. 

-The Government’s report 


slates there arc 10 cases of Cl D 
which may be linked to mad cow 
disease. There are 3 million 
deaths a year from TB. Thai is 
a rather larger number." 

Increased travel to and from 
countries where TB is endem- 
ic and control is poor; migration: 
political upheavals, with the 
accompanying collapse of pub- 
lic health infrastructure; and the 
growth of homelessness and 
poverty, are responsible for the 
re -emergence of the disease in 
the developed world. 

Outbreaks of muiii-druc- 
resistant TB hai e now been re- 
ported recently in London. Mi- 
lan. New York City. Chicago. 


Atlanta. Paris. Estonia, and 
cities in India. Thailand. South 
.Africa, and Pakistan. 

h Lias screening - chest X-rays 
were a useful public health 
weapon against TB until the 
195ns -- is once again being 
made available by charities, 
such as Crists, to high-risk 
groups such as the homeless. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in London yesterday. Dr 
Arata Kochi, director of the 
WHO 's global programme, said 
that many politicians were "still 
behaving as if TB did not exist" 
despite the alarming figures. 

■ The bad news is the TB epi- 
demic is moving faster than we 


are. The frightening extent of 
the spread of TB has yet to be 
understood by many leaders. 
Governments in wealfh^v and 
developing countries alike arc 
stilt not responding to the warn- 
ings that their people are at se- 
rious risk . . . Other diseases - 
such as flesh-eaiing bacicria, 
plague, and the Ebola virus - 
have captivated the public's at- 
tention. and are higher on the 
public policy agenda ihan TB.’’ 

Dr John Moore-Gillion. 
chairman of the British Lung 
Foundation, said that TB in 
London hud risen by 50 per cent 
since 1%7. and there were now 
"an extra S.00U unexpected new’ 


Town sets shining example in quest for millennium cash 



PAUL REID 

; BSkyB, the satellite network, is 
believed to be involved in secret 
talks which could lead to it 
being parrof a takeover deal for 
the debt-ridden Alexandra 
' Palace, Lhe birthplace of BBC 
television, in north London. 

Although BSkyB has denied 
it is directly involved in talks. It 
is understood that Haringey 
council, trustee of the palace, 
wants to include the satellite 
.network in any. final deal with 
one of three different consor- 
tia with which it is negotiating. 
Any deal would be worth sev- 
~ era! million, pounds and is said 
to involve BSkyB building a 
television studio. 

The move would provide 
BSkyB with a prestigious broad- 
casting site and generate enor- 
mous publicity for any future 
development at the palace, 
which would benefit Haringey 

The council is . anxious to 
proceed with . a . mtiney- 
sponmog private development to 
make the 123-year-o I d Ally Pal- 
ly - commercially viahle, helping 
to clear its £55m debt, the 
largest deficit facing any local 
authority in. the country: 

Haringey has shortlisted 

* three developers and Ihelnde- 
pendent understands that. -a 
BSkyB., initiative would com- 
.plement whichever scheme is 
. selected, on 1(3 May/ 

However, any development 
needs parliamentary approval 
and, to reach that stage, Kabfl- 
. ity for the debt - at present spi- 

* railing at £16,000 a day - must 
Re settled, The council, seeking 
to avoid thejfnll debt, is under 

: pressure, frbtn "Sir "Nicholas ' 
LyalL, the Attorney General, Ip 
show it has managed the palace 
affairs prudently. ; " -- 

Haringey has run the build- 
.ing anp 220-acre park at 
.JMuswell Hill through a chari- 
: table trust since talcing it over' 
from the Greater London 
Council in 1980. The BSkyB op- 


tion was discussed at a meeting' 
of the development steering 
committee last Monday, ac- 
cording to asource close to Lhe 
council leader Toby Harris, who 
refused to confirm or deny the 
satellite network was involved: 
“Thecouncfl has approached a 
large number of organisations 
about the possibility of their In- 
volvement in the future devel- 
opment of Lhe palace. Details 
are confidential,'’ he said. 

BSkyB said Chris Mackenzie, 
its general manager who would 
oversee such a scheme, had not 
talked to Haringey. 

However, the source claimed 
the council has held meetings 
with BSkyB representatives. 
They have been talking about 
a TV studio and broadcasting 
museum. The attraction for 
Sky is Ally Rally’s a great rite for 
outride broadcasts. There is 
prestige attached to it - one in 
the eye for the BBC" 

-- - The three developers short- 
listed last month are due to sul>: 
mit detailed proposals by the 
end of April. The Independent 
. has seen preliminaiy proposals., 

• A.bid from Mercury Group, 
believed to be worth more than 
£25m, includes an autopaxk, a 
huge site where customers can 
buy and test-drive cars, a fu- 
turistic lake and, an under- 
ground shopping centre. 
Morrison Developments and 
.Champions Leisure propose a 
multi-activity leisure centre. 

Michael Moss, managing 
director of Alexandra Devel- 
opment, said he wanted to 
give the palace back to the 
people by working with the lo- 
cal community. “Our proposal 
includes an exhibition hah, cin- 
ema, hotel and museum of 
broadcasting," he said. 

This is not the first time 
. Haringey has tried to extricate 
■itself from the palace. Schemes 
have included mdoor real-snow 
ski slopes but every plan has 
been, blocked because of the 
debt liability. 
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Croydon, symbol of suburban mediocrity, is trying to brighten its imag/e with what it describes as ‘the most adventurous building lighting scheme ever 
staged in a. British town’. The display - on show tonight and tomorrow - is part of the south London borough’s bid for Millennium Commission funding 

Green group warns on environment 


CLARE GARNER 

Environmental standards in the 
British Isles and surrounding 
seas continue to deteriorate in 
spite of growing public concern 
about green issues, according to 
a report published yesterday. 

After the Government re- 
leased its Sustainable Devel- 
opment Indicators last week. 
Green Gauge, an alliance of en- 
vironmental organisations, an- 


nounced its indicators, noting six 
areas of public concern. 

Speaking at the launch, the 
environmentalist Jonathon Per- 
rin, said: “Our environment is 
getting worse, even the Gov- 
ernment's figures say so. There 
must now be immediate action 
to stem the tide of environ- 
mental degradation in the UK." 

Six key areas highlighted in 
the Green Gauge '96 report: 

■ Vanishing species: more than 


100 species have become extinct 
in the UK this ceniuiy. Inten- 
sive agriculture has seen lhe loss 
of farmland flowers from 92 per 
cent of their traditional habitat 
and a decline in birds such as 
skylarks. 

■ Disappearing countryside: 
rural land has been urbanised 
at the rate of more than 1 1,000 
hectares a year with tradition- 
al countryside features such as 
hedgerows still being lost. 


■ Fresh water, while the length 
of good quality rivers has risen 
from 45 per cent to 60 per cent 
since 19R&. lack of water has be- 
come a threat to many others: 
75 per cent of low rivers suf- 
fering from Ovcr-abs traction 
await long-term solutions. 

■ Transport: motor vehicle use 
is still rising as public transport 
use declines. Exhaust emissions 
cut air quality and contribute to 
the problem of climate change. 


■ Coastal and marine: over- 
fishing is one of the most seri- 
ous problems facing the marine 
environment and the LTC Gov- 
ernment has failed to meet EU 
targets to cut its fishing fleet. 

■ Britain's impact abroad: less 
than 1 per cent of limber and 
pulp imported has been certi- 
fied sustainable; overseas aid 
stands at 0 J1 per cent of GDP, 
well below the UN target of 0.7 
per cent. 
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casus” in Britain. “Cases 
multi-drug-resislant TB occur 
scores, not thousands or hu 
dreds of thousands. Will we * 
more? If we let our guard dow 
then yes wc will," he said. 

Better surveillance, imprerv. 
diagnostic testing and mo 
powerful drugs, were urgent 
needed. Dr Moorc-Gillon sai 
**\Ve need greater public, pr E 
fessional, and political awar; 
ness. Predictions made in il r 
J 950s thai TB would be era* 
cated from developed coui ; 
tries and there would be gre ■ 
progress in the Third World a 
controlling it. were horrih 
and devastating!}- wrong." 

£ 

New codt 

issued : 

6 

on comai 
patients 

& 

New guidelines to help doctr '• 
treating patients in comas wc* 
published yesterday by tF 
Royal College of Physicians.*^ 
The move follows heigF" 
ened public concern abo_ 
the ethics of slopping the tre: 
tnent of patients being kept ali 
artificially. 

There have been a number 
reports of patients in a pens 
lent vegetative state (PV 
I waking up or showing signs 
consciousness. 

The college said the guid 
, lines were drawn up before tl 
recent case of a businessm; 
who started comm un tea tir 
with hospital staff after being 
a PVS for seven years. i 
They would be reviewA 
again once the clinical details K 
the case had been studied, b 
T he guidelines followed ■ 
recommendation from tfl 
House of Lords Select CoiH 
millce on Medical Ethics th^ 
PVS should be defined and j 
code of practice developed. ■ 
They recommend that a 
i agnosis of PVS should only I 
made when a patient has b"& 
in a continuing vegetative sia 
for more than 12 months aft 
a head injury, or six months fi 
lowing other causes of bra 
damage. A continuing veget 
live state was said lo act* 
when the patient failed to she 
signs of recovery after mo 
than four weeks/ 

Professor David Londo 
registrar of the college, adm 
ted that the guidelines mig 
have to be altered in light of fl 
latest case. 

“Our guidance is based c 
the best evidence available to 
at the time and is intended 
help doctors by differentiatii 
the clinical states in line wi 
current knowledge," he said 
“When we have seen tl 
clinical details of this rece 
case, we will review the guidan- 
we have given." 
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I Hl PI s KO OL" 5T-ON ABOu T I HE l>! Rf *•*. Af JCI Ol THE NEW Al f A ROMEO 14ST1 AFTER All ITS PCWtRcC BY OUK SPARKLING 2 LITRE. ?6V. t503HP. TWIN SPARK ENGINE- ANY RAISED EYEBROWS SHOUID fit INTERPR5TEO 
SIMPLY AS GlANCFS Of APPROVAl. THE P - S NO Of BATE OVER THE COMFORT Or ITS SPORTS SEATS OR IH£ COCOONING SOUND OF THE CD SYSTEM WHICH COMES AS STANDARD. NOR OVER ITS STATE OT THE ART SAFETY 
FEATURE5 - SIDE IMPACT BARS, ABS. DRIVER'S AIRBAG.. ADVANCED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM. A PRICE OF £15,967,38' ON THE ROAD MAY BE HARD TO BELIEVE, BUT IT'S UNQUESTIONABLY TRUE. THE ONLY QUESTION OYER THE 
ALFA 146Ti IS WHETHER IT'S A FAMILY CAR OR A SPORTS CAR. ON THE OTHER HAND WHEN A CAR LOOKS THIS GOOD, DOES IT MATTER? RING O300 712 000 TO TAKE ONE FOR A TEST DRIVE, THEN YOU CAN DECIDE FOR YOURSELF. 

ALFA 146//. 

SPORTS CAR OR FAMILY CAR? 


DEFINITELY. 


. * 

™ mini 

AL FAC ARE Moron oo. 


'Oil THE ?0ir- PRICE INCLUDES KEC0MMEX3ED RETAIL f-RICE. DEUYERY AHD OKI YEAR'S RGA.P rUND i,ICf HCE. CAS FEATURED IS THtHETT; Hi RAHGC STARTS i. T £I2;62i.67. 
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Mar in the Caucasus: Villagers must hand over rebels or face shelling as vote-seeking Yeltsin seeks ‘peace’ 

Chechens’ 

terror at 
Russian 
bombers 


1L REEVES 

yr-Yurt 

re's how they tell the story 
■Catyr-Yurr. a fanning village 
the plains of Chechnya- Not 
g ago a Russian general 
m the 58ih Army, an angTy- 
Idng character, arrived in the 
Ids on the outskirts arid 
nanded to see the elders. 

-Ie had an ultimatum: the vil- 
e had a day to hand over 100 
ipons and 10 prisoners of war 
ie would bombard the place, 
ich was surrounded by his 
ks. II was as simple and as 
ital as that. 

How would you feel in my 
ce?" asked Ali Bashayev. 

mayor, as he sat with a 
■up of worried residents in a 
-nd's home, “We can’t sleep 
ter night or day. because 
ry minute we expect them to 
■n fire." As he spoke, the win- 
vs rattled with die tremors of 
earbv bombing as the Rus- 
ts embarked on yet another 
;rapt to force a Chechen 
am unity to bend to their will. 
Terrified that they would 
re the fate of others shelled 
the Russians, the village 
t a group of 100 locals, 
stly women, to reason with 
general. They wept as they 
nt more than an hour iro- 
ring him not to act. It was 
y after an official from the 
scow-backed regional gov- 
ment intervened with Gen- 
1 Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, 
ssia’s military commander in 
republic, that Katyr-Yurt 
ured a reprieve, albeit 
haps temporary. 


This. then, is how Russia is 
conducting its business in 
Chechnya. Russia has done its 
best to" conceal its activities 
from the world by trying to bar 
journalists and international 
aid agencies from access to the 
bombardment zones. 

But it is clear that Moscow is 
in breach of its commitments to 
human rights, as a new member 
of the Council of Europe. In the 
last few days, Russia has been 
bombarding the village of 
Samashki, where its troops con- 
ducted a massacre last year, and 
where thousands of residents 
are now said to be in hiding. 
Other settlements - Orekhovo 
and Staiy AchkhoL for example 
- have also been under fire. 

So what is Russia up to? 
Crucial is the presidential elec- 
tion, now only three months 
away. President Yeltsin has 
committed himself to ending the 
war before polling day. He 
fears he may lose if he fails to 
do so. although he is now 
reducing some of the large lead 
enjoyed in the polls by the 
Communist frontrunner, 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

The president claims to have 
worked out a peace plan with 
his Security Council, but is 
keeping it under wraps until this 
month's end. Yet, in the war- 
weary republic itself, his army 
and ihe Chechen government 
are already engaged in securing 
a settlement by using a combi- 
nation of bombs and threats. 

Many of Chechnya’s 420 vil- 
lages are being ordered to sign 
three-way peace agreements 
with the Russian military and 


Spring offensive: A Russian soldier fighting’near Grozny as the Kremlin stepped up Its battle against rebel forces- - Photograph: Wri Tutov/Reuter 


the pro-Russian Chechen 
authorities. The documents 
require elders to hand over all 
weapons in the village and to 
agree (o expel any separatist 
fighters in tneir midst. 

Those who co-operate re- 
ceive a promise from the Rus- 
sians that they will not attack, 
unless the " agreement is 
breached: those who do not gel 
shelled. As one diplomat put it: 
“It is like saying: if you sigo this 
agreemenu we won t kill you .” 

The Chechens are well ’aware 
of the dire consequences of in- 
curring Russia's wrath. A re- 
minder came when the 5Slh 
Army tore into Semuvodsk in 
western Chechnya last week, 
looting and rampaging through 
the viiiagc. which had already- 
been bombed heavily, reducing 


a mosque to rubble. Houses 
were stripped bare, shot up, and 
burnt. Media and aid workers 
were barred. 

The Russians said that the 
attack was to flush out rebels. 
But the mayor. Boris Kiev, 
claims there were none - Dot 
least because he already had an 
agreement with the Russians 
not to allow any fighters into 
town. “I now wish I had invit- 
ed the fighters in, - he said, af- 
ter escaping his village by 
swimming across a river. “1 was 
unable to help my brothers and 
sisters because I believed the 
Russian propaganda.* 4 

His remarks illustrate a phe- 
nomenon that is occurring 
across the war zone. The point 
of forcing villages to sign agree- 
ments appears to be to isolate 


the rebels, and to allow the 
Kremlin to tell Russian voters 
that peace has been restored in 
Chechnya. But the effect is the 
opposite: anti-Russian opinion 
is growing stronger, including 
among opponents of the rebel 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 
With this comes greater support 
for outright independence - a 
status that the Kremlin is 
unwilling to grant Chechnya . 

Chechens on both sides com- 
plain about the Russian pres- 
ence, accusing the military of 
failing to disting uish between 
rebels and ordinary citizens. 

The deputy prime minister of 
the Chechen government claims 
that Moscow's troops have been 
looting, disarming police and 
detaining ordinary people. 

For months stories have cir- 


culated of the horrors of Russ- 
ian filtration camps. So, . too, 
have allegations that, the 
Russians are refusing to allow 
.any men between the age of 14 
and 55 to escape from villages 
which they bombard. 

All this fuels the hatred of 
Russia. “Even the people who 
were pro-Russian simply be- 
cause they hated Dudayev so 
much are reduced to total de- 
spair now by the situation,” 
said Roman Wasilewski, of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. “They 
have seen that the Russians 
coming in makes things unbe- 
lievably worse, worse even than 
their worst nightmares." 

Unsurprisingly, this view has 
taken hold along the muddy 
lanes of Kalyr-YurL The elders 


were last week puzzling over 
how they could ever find the 100 
guns that the Russian general 
demanded. Only last year, they 
handed in more than 50 as 
part of a . peace accord. Now 
they say they are raising funds 
to buy some more to hand in 
weapons that they expect to 
acquire, via a middle-maii, from 
the Russian army, whose hun- 
gry and ill-paid soldiers sell 
arms for food: 

And while Mr Yeltsin's strat-/ 
egy may help convince Russians 
outside the Caucasus that he is 
domg the right thing, the village 
mayor, Mr Bashayev, is not 
impressed. Some five decades 
after his people were deponed 
en masse by Stalin, he says he 
would now like to see. a 
Communist In the Kremlin. 


IN BRIEF 


sneral Motors strikes deal to end strike 

don, Ohio — General Motors Corp and the Vailed Auto Work- 
Union reached a tentative agreement yesterday to end a strike 
i crippled the car-maker’s production, the union said. The strike 
I closed 26 of GM’s 29 assembly plants. AP 

iastguards find lost Russian explorer 

scow — A US Coast Guard plane yesterday spotted a Russ- 
explorer and his two sons who became lost in a blizzard while 
ng to ski across the Bering Strait. AP 

sco owner seeks forgiveness for fire 

nila — The owner of a Manila disco where 151 people died 
he Philippines' biggest fire disaster pleaded for forgiveness 
said it was “a freak accident". Hermilo Ocampo presented 
tself to the police to deny he had gone into hiding Reuter 

geria welcomes rights observers 

•us — Nigeria yesterday welcomed a United Nations plan to 
d a mission to look into the trial and execution of a dissident 
ter and eight other Nigerian activists, and to study the mili- 
i government's promise to restore democracy . Reuter 

ipandreou defies odds to leave hospital 

tens — The former Greek prime minister and Socialist party 
nder, Andreas Pupandreou, defied the odds yesterday, lcav- 
hospiial after a four-month slay during which he hovered near 
ith and was forced to resign. ~ Reuter 

[yptian exorcists jailed for killing girl 

iro — - A court in northern Egypt sentenced four members of 
nail Muslim fundamentalist group to 10 years in jail with hard 
our yesterday for killing a 10-year-old girl they were irving to 
•refse. ’ ' 'Renter 

ilt suspects held during full moon 

.■noble — Fearing another mass suicide, 200 police officers con- 
led a sweep of suspected members of a doomsday cult, de- 
ling six people. Police said 50 people were questioned in the 
.■ration, which coincided with the full moon v .AP 


Guns Ml silent in Guatemala truce 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

One of the modem world’s 
longest guerrilla wars, the 35- 
year-old Guatemalan insur- 
gency, could soon be over after 
the government and left-wing 
rebels separately declared an 
open-ended truce. 

In a goodwill gesture ahead 
of peace talks next week, the 
guerrillas of the National Rev- 
olutionary Unity of Guatemala 
group said they would “tem- 
porarily suspend all offensive 
military operations” and fight 


only ifatfacked by the army. It 
was the first time they had de- 
clared an indefinite ceasefire, 
rather than one pegged to a spe- 
cific event such as the recent 
presidential elections or last 
month's visit by the Pope. 

President Alvaro Arzu. who 
cook office in January, imme- 
diately responded by ordering 
the army to hold its fire. He was 
travelling to the Ixcan highland 
region yesterday, one of the 
zones of most intense fighting 
in past years, to ensure the 
troops got the message and 
complied. 


The ceasefire appeared to 
reflect a new trust between 
government and rebels since Mr 
.Arzu. a 50-year-old former trav- 
el agent of part-Russian ex- 
traction, took office. He has 
pledged to end the conflict by 
the summer. 

The Guatemalan conflict, 
initially a civil war pitting 
poverty-stricken Mayan Indians 
against a ruthless army and a 
wealthy elite, is the last re- 
maining guerrilla insurgency of 
many which have plagued Cen- 
tral America. An estimated 
100.000 Guatemalans are 


known to have been killed while 
a further 40,000 “disappeared”. 

Most of the deaths and dis- 
appearances were blamed on 
the army which largely crushed 
the rebels in the early Eighties 
with a “scorched-earth” policy 
of burning down entire Indian 
villages to flush out the rebels 
and discourage their supporters. 

Since the Generals stood 
down, and democracy was re- 
stored in 1986. the conflict has 
been little more than a nuisance 
to most Guatemalans, with 
rebels blocking highways and 
blowing up electricity pylons. 


But it has retained symbolic im- 
portance for the poor, indige- 
nous population in whose name 
the rebels foughL 
While rarefy taking on the 
army in recent years, the guer- 
rillas have maintained political 
influence in remote areas, fin- 
ancing themselves with mfl- 
Uons of dollars in “war tax 7 
extorted from ranchers and 
other sources. Some Guate- 
malans fear that, even after a 
peace agreement, some rebels 
may continue to rule the roost 
in highland areas, living off the 
proceeds of extortion. 


Serbs vent their fury against US diplomat 


JOVANA GEC 

Associated Press 

Vukovar - .Angry Serbs cursed 
the US ambassador to the 
United Nations. Madeleine 
AlbrighL and her motorcade 
was stoned when she toured the 
last Serb-held area of Croatia 
yesterday. 

The incident happened when 
Ms Albright, whose outspoken 
approach has led Serbs to con- 
sider her their biggest Ameri- 
can enemy, took a walk on the 
streets of Vukovar. a Serb-held 


town in eastern Croatia, which 
was shelled into ruins by the 
Yugoslav army in late 1991. 

Angry Serbs shouted: “You 
bitch". “Go back to Croatia", 
and "You fascist”, when Ms 
Albright reached an open-air 
market in Vukovar. She soon re- 
turned to her car as the crowd 
stoned stoning the motorcade. 
Two windows were broken in 
one of the cars accompanying 
Ms .Albright's. There were no ir£ 
juries. 

Ms .Albright played down 
the incident, saying it did not 


reflect the general atmosphere, 
and that the leadership is still 
committed to the peace process. 

Vukovar and the surrounding 
area is to be peacefully hand- 
ed back to Croatia" within 
two years, according to an 
agreement reached last year. 

Meanwhile, h was announced 
yesterday that a suspected mass 
grave has been found in a deep 
cave in north-west Bosnia, near 
one of the worst Serb death 
camps. Investigators soy it could 
contain the remains of up to 120 
Muslims and Croats. 


To conceal the grave, some- 
one threw the bodies of animals 
and rubbish on top of the hu- 
man remains and set off an ex- 
plosion at the cave, a Bosnian 
war crimes researcher says. 

The Bosnian government war 
crimes commiuee, which found 
the site, near the village of 
Lusri Paianka. said the anima t 
remains were a ploy by the Serbs 
to mask the cave's horrors. 

A videotape shows the inside 
of a deep cave containing pDes 
of bones. One of the researchers 
was shown holding what he 


said was part of a human spine. 
Another Bosnian war crimes re- 
searcher, Refik Hodzic, said: 
“The problem is that the site of 
the cave has been ruined by a 
big detonation . : . by whoever 
tried to cover the traces of this 
crime,” he said. The cave is near 
Omarska, one of the most no- 
torious Serb-run camps during 
the war. The detention camp 
was dosed in late 1992, follow- 
ing an international outcry over 
pictures of emaciated inmates. 
Experts say 11,500 people are 
still missing from Omarska. 




K nrim ierz Jagielionc 
could have a lot to ans 
for. Hie 15th-centuiy Bo 
k in g is not as familiar to-th 
of our chil dren who still le 
about kings and queens as, 
Richard m. Yet he is an 
cestor not only of our o 
Queen but of her husband, 
one would suggest that 1 
double dose of Polish gee 
could be a significant factor 
the tendency of some memfx: 
of the Queen’s family to sel 

destnid Nevertheless, there i 
something in . the chemistry o 
the Qqeen’s imminent trip tc 
Poland that smacks of those 
nasty and obscure family quar- 
rels known more for their con- 
sequences than for their origins. 

' Lech Whlesa, the, former 
president who has long thought 
of himself as Kingof Poland and 
therefore also related to Kaz- 
imerz, Elizabeth and FhiUp r has- 
not yet replied to an invitation 
to meet the Queen a f a lunch at 
the Hotel Bristol mWnsaw, rai 
Tuesday. 

The explanation being* put 
about is that he is refusing to 
come wi thin spitting. distance of 
the mail who usurped his 
throne, the former oormnumst 
Ateksaoder Kwasniewski An al- 
ternative version now heard in 
Warsaw is that he is waiting till 
the Queen acknowledges that 
they share the same royal blood 
and starts to invito him to those 
family, iconferences on that 
grand ongoing theme. Whither 
the Winasors?. 

M ale chauvinism may have 
been driven to those sad 
corners of the planet where 
rainforest husbands come home 
from a hard day’s hunting ex- 
pecting die wife to be ready with 
die pipe and slippers. But vic- 
tory. oil earth is not the end of 
the story. When die. American 
astronaut Shannon Lucid visits . 
the Mir space station - she is 
due to blast off on the shuttle 
Atlantis today - the Russians 
’waiting for her will expect her 
to keep the ptecedean and tidy: 

“We anticipate that the fans 
will betaken care of in a more 
timely manner.’ because we 
know that women love to 
dean,” said General Yuri 
Glazkov, deputy commander of 
the Gagarin Cosmonaut Train- 
ing Centre. Ms Lucid, 53, is a 
biochemist and rone of Nasa's 
original female astronauts. 

For all the myths of female 
equality under dommunsm, die 
Russians are slow in (hanging 
their attitudes. Svetlana Savit- 
skaya was presented with an 
apron by her male colleagues 
when she arrived in 1982 at the 
Safyut space station, and the 
British chemist Helen Star- 
man had to listen to her Mir - 
commander complain in 1991 
that space flight is “hard work, 
not a woman’s work”. - 

A man with a more subtle ap- 
preciation of the role of - 
women is Musa Komeagac, the 
Turkish waiter who married the 
13-year-old Essex girt Sarah 
Cook. The lovers’ stoty has 
been turned into a four-part tele- 
vision film by the Turkish ATV 
channel, with the groom playing 
himself. Mr Komeagac, who 
has become a celebnty in his 
homeland, was paid $8,600 by 
ATV, which will broadcast the 
series next month. “My only in- 
tention is to show everyone 
how much 1 love Sarah," he said 
from his home in Kah ram an- 

maras. Mr Komeagac was jailed 
on charges of having sex with a 

minor then released pending tri- -• 

al next month. He -races up to .* 
10 months in prison. 

James Roberts 


Pride and prejudice at heart of German dilemma 


RAH HELM 

ISburg 

the Bavarian march struck 
Hilde Kutritz clasped her in- 
tan kard of beer and threw 
ard Marc towards ihe man 
lbing on to the stage. Along 
i 2,000 others. Mrs Kutritz 
I come to hear for herself 
it Karl-Heinz Schneider, 
dictate to be mayor, would 
for Augsburg. 3U miles west 
he Bavarian capital Munich. 
Wc want someone who 
lerstands our problems - 


who knows us. who we know 
and can trusL" she said. “We are 
fed up with the politicians far 
away, they cannot help." 

Around her, the crowd was 
cheering. Mr Schneider was 
talking of Lhe iwwis loss of jobs, 
of immigration and new cheap 
labour coming into Germany 
from eastern Europe. 

He spoke of the need to 
build new industry and roads. 
The problems he raised are 
problems facing Europeans 
everywhere. But not once 
did Mr Schneider mention 
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“Europe - . Europe is not a 
vote-winner in Bavaria. 

Germany, Bavarians com- 
plain. is paying for the rest of 
Europe. .And they fear plans for 
a single currency. “What will 
happen to the deutschmark? 
What about my savings?” asked 
an elderly woman. “Brussels can 
do nothing for ordinary people, 
said Alfred Ebert, a retired 
textile worker. “We have lost 
thousands of jobs in .Augsburg." 

“We have to fight for Bavaria. 
We arc a kingdom. King Lud- 
wig His here in our hearts. ” de- 
clared the manager of the bar. 
pointing to a badge of his hero- 
King pinned to his htieritosen. 

Such displays of nationalist 
sentiment, combined with open 
scepticism about Europe, are u 
recent phenomenon in Ger- 
many. Germans have always be- 
lieved ifraL their post- war ftnure 


as Europe's biggest power, liv- 
ing at peace with its neighbours, 
could only be secured as part of 
political and economic union. If 
the fears pronounced in an 
Augsburg bcer-tem suggest that 
the pro-European consensus is 
collapsing, then Europe’s lead- 
ers should take note. 

It is no surprise that Ger- 
many’s suspicions of Europe 
should erupt most virulently in 
Bavaria. Known as the Texas of 
Germany, the “free stale" of 
Bavaria, twice the size of Bel- 
gium. has always defended its 
independence, and boasts that 
it existed as an entity well 
before France or Germany. 

After the Second World War 
the region was still largely agrar- 
ian. hut fought hard to build up 
its prosperity as a centre of the 
motor industry and high-tech 
engineering, these days, the 
neon signs for BMW’ Siemens 
and Mercedes are as much a 
pari of Munich’s skyline as the 
onion domes and spires. 

Now. however, as elsewhere 
in Germany, unemployment is 
rising, reaching 15 per cent in 
certain pockets. Companies are 


relocating to escape the effects 
of the strong mark and to take 
advantage of cheap labour. 

Siemens has cut 20.000 jobs 
in the last two years, launching 
30 joint ventures in China, and 
new plants in eastern Europe. 
BMW has opened a plant in 
South Carolina, as well as plants 
in eastern Europe, and it has 
plans for a factory in Vietnam. 

The people feel at the mer- 
cy* of decision-makers far away. 


whether they be directors of 
multi-national companies, 
bureaucrats in Brussels, or even 
the government in Bonn. 

There is tittle doubt that anx- 
iety about the single currency is 
the prime source of concern. 
Bavarians are not so much 
“anti-European” as fearful of 
where Europe is leading. Few 
have anything good to say about 
sinking a strong mark, into an . 
uncertain monetary union. 
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Bavaria: the region where German suspicions of the 
European Union have erupted most violently 


With its long eastern border, 
Bavaria always saw the political 
value of European integration, 
as a safeguard against commu- 
nism. Yet they are also swift to 
say that, if Germany were real- 
ty to face a new military threat 
from the east, the country 

would look to the US- not Eu- 
• rope — for ultimate protection. 

In principle, Bavaria sup-, 
ports the EU’s plans to accept 
new members among its east- 
ern European neighbours as a 

means of farthering stability. At 
the same time, however, there 
is deep anxiety about econom- 
ic competition. “My farmers are 
alreatfy not happy,” says Mr 
Booklet, citing 20 per cent loss 
of income during last year’s de- 
valuation of the Italian lire. 
‘‘Poland already produces as 

many potatoes as the EU put to- 
gether - and at half the cost." 

Porcelain and textile factories 
?in ihe region have been put out ’ 
of business by competitors to 
the east, and there are constant 
fears about immigration. 

Bavaria has taken in nearly 
half the 300,000 refugees who 
fled to Germany from the for- ‘ 


mer Yugoslavia. “Immigratioh- • 
Foreign policy. These are areas - X 
where the £U should act. But,-;.--. 


AS * R 

' 


T 


says Heinz Mlttendorfer at the. - 
regional coundL. ‘ 

For ordinary Bavarians, the . -*•; 
frustrations point to the need to 1 . 
snatch bade power.fortoqfri^j 
gions.All-the Gennanktate^atT: '. 
ready insist OH scni rinhRyj-l tl^ t4? - 
legislation, each, having ah'frf^rv ‘s' 
free in Brussels, but fbr BsriSS 
this is no longer good etfoughW - . - : 
There must be’ "v- 

federalism; they say;; T ■:? 

The state has evenput jtsq 
paper to the mter-^cM2rirfa< ^ 

next week; callfogjba^ 
itson Brussels' powers 

not nationalistic, " r’. 

Booklet. “That is 

word here. : 

our culture to our BigwtD3flsrii?V-.' .'i. 
roots. We do notneed a 
teal umon by integration - 
by common -mteiesL*^QR» 
point, even John. 
proposes^ ^paTtaerahqyJffi 
tions”, might agree. 
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who says he invented the Walkman fights on for a 
o + ne profits, Peter Popham analyses its mass appeal 

A walk on the 
private side 



T hfi- Court of Appeal yesterday 
threw ouL Andreas Pavel’s claim 
to be the father of the Walkman, and 
with it his attempt to cut himself a 
“pc of Sony’s , corporate fortune. 
Wth this decision, the British leg of 
Pavel's epic legal battle is probably 
over (his lawyers have 30 days to 
decide whether or not to appeal to the 
House of Lords). But next month bat- 
tle will commence in the United 
States. 

Pavel. 49, youngest son of a wealthy 
German industrialist, patented a ver- 
sion of the personal stereo in 1977, 
two years before Sony launched the 
Wsfikman. Pavel’s-device (see the dia- 
gram, right) consists of a sort of 
Browning belt from which bang the 
tape player and cases for batteries and 
cassettes. He claims to have dreamt it 
up on a_walking holiday in the French 
Alps in 1972.’ He bad prototypes 
made up by engineers and raved 
about the “psychological effort” of lis- 
tening to music on the device. “All of 
a sudden, everything around you 
begins to move to the music.” He says 
that he told arScmy employee about his 
device, and that the idea was stolen 
from him. 

Sony went on to make . more than 
150 million Whitmans, and is still pro- 
ducing more than a million a month; 
the device has earned the company at 
least £3bn, according to conservative 
estimates. Pavel went on to a life of 
tireless litigation, exhausting his £lm 
inheritance in foe attempt to prove his 
point 

The closest he has coine to success 
was when Sony paid him a £50,000 fee 
to use foe so-called Thlklme feature, 
which allows someone to talk to the 
listener. Bnt further success that 
would bring him ajpyalty from Sony's 
earnings, which could be worth tens 
of millions of pounds,, continues to 
elude him. The appeal judges sup- 
ported foe opinion of the original trial 
that Pavel’s idea was “obvious” and 
“lacked novelty”, and that his original 
patent wasthenefore invalid. 

Yet Pavel’s lonely and quixotic 
straggle has drawn , attention to a- 
humble,- technologically 
t device that sneaked into. ; 
our lives nearly 20 years ago. It is dif- 
ficult now to cast ourselves imagina- 
tively into a time when it did not exist. 
When a poster of the film WithnaU A. 

I appeared recently with one of the 
protagonists wearing a Walkman, it 
took a while before somebody 
pointed out that it was 10 years out 
of time. . 

Pavel inayindeed^avedevhedaper- 
sooal stereo as early as he chums there 
is nothing original or remaikable about 
the technology it uses. But foe belief that 
such a device could appeal to avast mar- 
ket was a strictly Japanese one. te inven- 
tion and marketing were a triumph- the., 
greatest triumph to date - of Japanese 
aesthetic values over Western civilisa- , 


tion. The only comparable event was the 
arrival in Europe in the lS60s of Japan- 
ese ukiyo-e prints, and the convulsions 
these brought about in the ideas and 
techniques of European painters. 

The Walkman emerged from the 
modern Japanese preoccupation with 
foe small, foe light and foe compact. 
The phrase in Japanese is keihaku tan- 
sho, literally “thin and light, conve- 
nient and small ”, and it -encompasses 
most of the electronics products by 
which Japan has made its mark on the 
West. The concepts themselves are 
rooted in foe cramped, congested 
surroundings of Japanese life, and the 
need to devise products that will work 
in such environments. “Miniaturisa- 
tion and compactness have always 


The first sensational success of 
Sony’s keihaku tansho thinking was foe 
transistor radio. The transistor itself 
was developed in Bell’s famously 
inventive laboratories in foe United 
States. Bui Bell could see no use for 
it beyond hearing aids, and was happy 
to license it to Sony. 

The first such radio came on to the 
market in 1955. So closely did it 
become identified with Japan that 
President de Gaulle later derided 
Japan's visiting prime minister as a 
“transistor radio salesman”. 

But the success of foe Walkman is 
more interesting and has a deeper cul- 
tural significance than the miniature 
radio. The transistor was just a big 
radio made small; the Walkman was 
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L 'AfthOu^i p^on^m^p haG enhanced petsori freedom and aflowetJ people to 
3 JiSfoV » *t has .also had drawbacks, maintyforough alleged 

^ tti^.ihvasion^ of other- people's personal space. ' 

caJtsfor health warnings on per- 

:^.fuHip:cornrniitBr travelling from London's Liverpool Street 
■' ^ow.trevettereater1iecut5thioi^i the head- 

i Lizzie King, a passenger, spoke for ter com- 



; at the severed cables.* 

: launch of the Sound, Noise and ^tearing campaign that warns 


and the Bpval Society forthePne- 
i’yofume a Atoafoman is' e^dvaJeht to same- 
i a^niefViAirransr/ At'fun volume, a per- 

^a^cojohef .of tfte.dlarij^rs ©^personal stereos whan 
ideatfr on Lee Reynokfeon, a 2Cf year-okf jogger 
[a 4fttenjpg : to.nualc.oh IvspdpihfXiiwi - y : 

JJurini'a student vwho refuses to turn, dqwit the vol- 
askedfoddiM:by : fellow .trairi' p^sen^rs. Is* ' 
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inlYwk>V^e'fibna HatlWay toH .the cotxrt: “ft was the 
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appealed to foe Japanese,” saysAMo 
Morita, foe co-founder and former 
chairman of Sony, who ciefots himself 
with inventing the Walkman. “Our 
boxes have been made to nest into one 
another, our fans to fold, our art rolls 
into neat scrolls.” 

The early products of Morita ’s 
company were very different: their 
first tape recorder, painstakingly 
. copied from an American model, was 
a monster weighing lOOlbs. But as a 
new face in a Japanese electronics 
field already dominated by firms such 
as Matsushita, foe company behind 
brands such as Panasonic and Tech- 
nics, Sony’s only hope of success was 
to do that most un-Japanese thing -. 
invent: And it did this by developing 
a nose for products that would tit 
into Japanese lives a little more deli- 
cately than a 1001b tape recorder. 


a public activity rendered almost com- 
pletely private. The Walkman meant 
that for a small price, anyone could 
temporarily block out the public 
realm, retreat to their own cave, 
wherever they might happen to be in 
reality. 

For some it was a liberator, turning 
long boring train or plane journeys 
into opportunities for musical ecstasy. 
For others, though; especially those 
trapped on Tube trains next to deaf 
hip-hop enthusiasts, it was a fright- 
ening short cut to soda! autism. 

The crucial fact about the Walk- 
man, what led to Pavel’s appeal being 
dismissed yesterday, is that foe per- 
sonal stereo is technologically “obvi- 
ous” and therefore does not amount 
to an invention - and that its huge suc- 
cess does not alter this fact. In foe 
judgment's words, “Although the 


Walkman was a great commercial 
success, to rely upon that success to 
support invention is fallacious." In 
other words, it was a triumph not of 
technology but of vision. 

The genesis of foe Walkman has 
entered foe realm of myth. Aside from 
Pavel’s account of simple theft, there 
are at leasL three versions of how 
Morita dreamt it up. According to 
one. he wanted to listen 10 music while 
playing tennis, and instructed his 
engineers to come up with some- 
thing that would permit him to do so. 
In another, he observed Sony's co- 
founder. Masaru Ibuka, staggering 
from room to room under the weight 
of a conventional tape recorder so that 
he could have music wherever he 
went, and Morita look pity on him. In 
foe third, it was a question of shutting 
up foe kids’ rock music at home. 

Whichever is correct, it betrays a 
peculiarly modern Japanese urge to 
shut oneself away, beyond the reach 
of an increasingly pestering, intrusive, 
rackety world. Love hotels, karaoke 
boxes,' capsule hotels and hand-held 
televisions ail testily 10 the same 
need; visual reality headsets are per- 
haps the closest die concept has been 
taken to perfection. 

The W alkma n was always a more 
readily accepted proposition in the 
Japanese city, where shutting oneself 
away has long been foe preferred 
method of resistance to a world of 
tightly packed strangers. This is why 
Japanese train passengers blithely 
read pornographic comics, or sleep, or 
pick their noses, oblivious to those 
around them. The Walkman simply 
made the solitude more complete, 
more easily attained. 

But in foe West it posed problems: 
not just noise, but also a simmering 
sense of insult, indignation that 
people should excommunicate them- 
selves from foe community so simply 
and completely. What if there were 
an accident, if somebody were hurt 
or in need of directions? The man 
with the Walkman was morally 
absent. 

The anger which that absence 
prompted explains the cheer that 
greeted foe tabloid story of the com- 
muter who severed his noisy neigh- 
bour’s Walkman cord with scissors. 
You may dispatch yourself to oblivion, 
the story said, but you are quite read- 
ily reeled bade in again. Both foe 
anger and foe snipping would have 
been unthinkable m Japan. 

But gradually over foe past 17 
years we have become inured to these 
insults to our sense of community: our 
sense of community itself is dimin- 
ished as a result. The absent presence 
of the Walkmen is now taken for 
granted, as an alternative (and emi- 
nently understandable) way of exist- 
ing in society, pan in. pan out. In this 
subtle way,’ we truly have turned 
Japanese. 
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Great patent wars of 
the past 

1873-1880: between 1868 & 
1900, America issued 756 patents 
designs tor barbed wire. One barb 
device sparked seven years of Jing 
tion when three pioneer baroed-w 
inventors each applied for pater 
w/thin four months of one another 
1971-1973: John Atanasoff, an Am* 
lean engineer, v/as named the true 1 

ventor of the electronic digital compir 
when the computer giant Honeyw 
unearthed his work while preparing 
defence against paten: infnngeme 
charges from its rivals Sperry Ranc. 
1985-1992: a Worcestershire farm'. 
Alan Brazier, recewed a seven -figu 
sum when he beat Hooer m court ov 
a patent infringement. Vax. a revonroo 
ary carpet-cleaner conceived by Braz? 
in 1968, is now an £85m business 
1987-1990:^ rwenied 350 years a& 
the corkscrew was at the centre of 
case between ScrewpuH makers Haite 
Company and Brabanba. Screwpuii »** 
patented in America in 1978, but is n» 
very different from the invention of tr 
Brnringiam engineer Sir Edward Then 
ason in 1802. Hailen lost the case. 
1995-1996: Breton Yves Renaut de; 
Igned an oyster-opening device only 1 
find his fortune delayed by litigation tit 
tween pystfir-odtp.'ators to whom he soi 
a licence to exploit the patent andjh 
subcontracted opener developers Rs 


Andreas Revel 
dr lamt up his poi 
st' reo while walk! 
th 1 French Alps 
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To Walworth, love 
from Washington 

They say one of.foe first indications of 

an opposition party being taken seriously 
is when foreign governments start hav- 
ing secret dealings 
with it. In which 
. case l have news 
that may alarm Mr 
Major a little. A 
confidential fax has 
come into my pos- 
session in which a 

first secretary atthe 
American embassy 
gave Labour’s 
Northern Ireland 
spokeswoman, Mo Mowlam (ab ove) , 
precise details of Geny Adams itmerary 

in America earlier this month. With Ms 
Mowlam also visiting America, an 
unplanned collision between the two 
could have been embarrassing. ^ 
Perhaps, with Tbny Blair visiting Pres- 
ident dmton next month, foe Ameri- 
cans are keen to build closer relations 
with Her Majesty's Opposition. Perhaps 
they think it won’l be Her Majesty s 
Opposition much longer. . 

Ywondered aloud to the sender of foe 
fax at the American embassy wbeth« 
this was true, but he took fiight rndflud 
he couldn’t say anything at all 
fax and then rang oft. He ? av f fl ^5 

another appointment Dr Mowlams 
office was also otherwise engaged- 1 sup- 
pose secret faxes come tmder the head- 
ing of “special relationship . 


nothing - not falling leaves, not foe 
wrong sort of snow, not even slippery 
rails - has topped the excuse offered by 
foe harassed ticket clerk at the village 
station in Knebworth this week. “I can’t 
say when foe next train to London will 
be I’m afraid. Someone has stolen foe 
overhead cables.” 


Is this the politics 
of plurality? 

Robin Cook, foe Shadow Cabinet's 
chief advocate of electoral reform, is 
also in charge of Labour’s policy-making 
machine. So Labour’s electoral reform- 
ers were keen to hear from him at their 


annual get-together on Wednesday. 

But he had little to report. Scr far, 
Labour promises only to hold a refer- 
endum on changing foe voting system. 
He could not comment on reports 
that Tony Blair was moving towards 
support for electoral reform, he said, 
except to remark that Peter Mandel- 
son, foe MP for Hartlepool, was a 
“proper and adequate metaphor" for 
foe Labour leader. And Mr Mandelson 
has just announced his partial conver- 
sion to foe cause. (It is as “a proper and 
adequate metaphor for the Labour 
leader” that Eagle Eye shall henceforth 
refer to Mr Mandelson.) 

Mr Cook said that none of the details 
of the referendum commitment bad 
been decided, such as whether there 


Sorry* thatfs the 

wrong sort of excuse 

British Rail's excuses - or should that 

be Railtrack's excuses -for tfie absence 

XfSL grow ever more impressive. 
The West Anglia (whose sense of geog- 
raphy is as. bad as everything else) 
Great Northern Kne mto kmg s Cross 
to* had a particularly shabby couple of 
months, which has beet 
ty posters of apotogym 1 



should be one referendum or two (one 
on foe principle of change and one to 
choose which system}. But Labour's 
domestic policy committee had made 
one firm decision, be revealed. 

“The only potior we have is that we 
will call them referendums rather than 
referenda," he said. 


In the family way 

As exclusively predicted in these here 
columns two months ago, Peter Gummer 
(below) has moved from being the man 
in charge of foe Arts Council’s lottery 
board to being foe 
chairman of the 
Royal Opera 
House. To put it 
another way. foe 
man who recom- 
mended that the 
Royal Opera House 
receive £55m will 
nowbemdjargeof 
foe board that is in 
charge of spending 
iu 

I 





years- 

ia^Caih^^or^yc^TkitnbwI keep 

wh^rTsawiC^ • ^ ' . 

>ha the .: 




. gather that the Prime Minister 
personally approved foe appointment 
of Mr Gummer, brother of John Sel- 
wyn. And, as Peter Gummer told me 
reassuringly; “I was chairman of a non- 
executive group at the Arts Councif. It 
was the council as a whole which actu- 
ally made foe decisions." I only regret 
there is not a new- series of The House 
on television to record foe dramas of 
this non -executive transfer. 


Let them eat beef 

On foe menu of foe press gallery can- 
teen at the House of Commons yester- 
day; roast sirloin of beef, 11.70; the 
House authorities are certainly deter- 
mined to make the cynical reporters eat 
their words. And it looks like they are. 
“It’s going very well” says a source close 
to foe kitchen. 
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The potential for 
beace, or trouble 


arely can a politician have been 
.accused of selling oul so many for the 
IL 5 of so few. Yesterday's announcement 
yf-'flans for elections in Northern Ireland. 

_ ave the way for ail -party peace talks, 
re "sgreeted with a wave of accusation and 
■^mcr-accusation. The truth is that 
the 0 nists, for all their hot air. are quite 
S 4scd with the proposals. The Irish gov- 
m tmenl gave them a muted welcome, 
kmdonalist outrage is as fierce as it was 
Ids JictaWe. The proposed compromise 
narr the election procedure is sensible, 
■fe !■ problem is not with thai but the role 
2 hfce 1 Ill-seat Forum that voters will be 
tpo;ting, Mr Major’s account of that role 
ie verday risked further alienating already 
ich^ijcaj nationalists. 
ks-"he election process will be compli- 
itaJ.-d. Parlies will field a different shorl- 
Hcof candidates in each of Northern Ire- 
ce?i's IS constituencies. Voters will choose 
m list ihev prefer. A top-up system will 
•upfce sure that the JO favourite parties will 
mdget two more representatives. Con- 
ie f;d? That is understandable, bul siro- 
ry Hty is not the most important attribute 
■n ft he proposals. The purpose of these 
vs lotions is to ease the parties swiftly into 
ea, ice negotiations. That is the standard 
is timst which they should be measured, 
-•mphe voting method itself should prove 
pn obstacle to talks. In advocating dif- 
ferent electoral systems each party has 
re .'n trying to maximise their represen- 
lhjon. The Democratic Unionists and the 
1 ‘LP. with their high-profile leaders, 
stljild have benefited from a presidents I- 
geje election in which each voter chose 
nt r party they wanted in a single Ulster- 
rinje constituency. The Ulster Unionists 
y *uld have come out better under a VVest- 
•SCi 


minster style election. The Government's 
compromise was bound to upset, but it 
provides reasonably fair representation 
for all parties. 

The same cannot be said, unfortunately 
of role the elected body is to play. The 
plan is for ever\ r party represented in the 
Forum to send a negotiating team to the 
talks - with the exception of Sinn Fein if 
the IRA ceasefire is not restored. How- 
ever. the Forum will continue to exist after 
negotiations arc under way and that will 
not improve the prospects for peace. The 
two main Unionist parries are likely to 


command a majority of the seats. Like 
every Northern Ireland Assembly that has 


every Northern Ireland Assembly that has 
preceded it. it will quickly become the 
symbol of the Unionist majority. This is 
what the nationalists fear. 

Jn theory the Forum will remain inde- 
pendent of the negotiation process. But 
the Government admits that the nego- 
tiators could decide to draw’ it in. With 
those few words the Prime Minister has 
raised the spectre for the nationalists of 
the unionists deciding to involve a Union- 
ist controlled Forum in the peace process. 
Fear of a return to majority-based deci- 
sion making was exactly what led the 
SDLP tii oppose these elections in the 
first place. Even more important, the 
prospect of the Forum lessens Sinn Fein’s 
chances of persuading the IRA to resume 
the ceasefire. 

The Government should make it clear 
that the Forum will definitely be excluded 
from the negotiation process unless every 
party agrees to its involve me nL Unless 
they' are firm about Lbe limits on the 
Forum they will make negotiations diffi- 
cult. consensus unlikely, and they will 
reduce the chances for peace. 


The end of civic 
Christianity 


af he Methodists have gone public with 


. a gloomy picture of their future, 
rtoithout revivalist fervour of a kind the 


U urch has not seen in a century - which 
tc >u!d take divine intercession - the 
i c ethodist church will die off. It’s not 
one. The fall in the numbers ot' 
,a ethodists is reflected across the estab- 
sc hed churches. Protestantism in Britain 
e-)s reached its end game. 
n l The consequences go wider than the 
tc of one denomination. A pillar of 
Stilish identity is crumbling. Methodism’s 
tradition of outward-going, practical- 
h'ftided faith has been a vital source of our 
s >litical values and social ideals. How will 
1s le springs of civic action and social con- 
g-m be replenished once Methodism is 
^ more? 

*° For the Methodists, as for the Baptists 
d id the United Reformed Church, the fig- 
lt Vcs are grim. Methodism recruited 
•9. 071 new members in the past three 
?ars. but lost 22.460. More worrying. 
*towever. 30.813 members died. The num- 
ber of Methodists under 2f> has shrunk by 
n nc-fifth. Churches are closing at the rate 
hf almost two a week. Church demogra- 
phy is not much better for the Anglicans 
iy the Roman Catholics, cither. Atten- 
dance at Sunday worship in .Anglican 
'Tiurches is broadly stable at about 1 . 1 mil- 
n on. However the state church's age 
3 tructure is similar to that of the other 
Pc nominal ions: Christian worship and 
•ihurch membership are old people's 
“divines. Some children come to Sunday 
!, chool. but once they hit their teens they 
' l lrop awav and never return, 
ti 


Push the curve of membership forward 
into the next century and the mainstream 
Christian church - the denominations with 
hierarchies and centralised structures - 
effectively come to an end. In contrast, the 
decentralised, theologically promiscuous 
fringe churches, often Jimiped together as 
'■fundamentalist'’ show’ signs of vitality. But 
few of them show the wide, generous 
engagement with politics and society that, 
at its best, characterised Methodism. 

What the Methodist meltdown sym- 
bolises is the end of civic Christianity. 
Yeats before there were Victorian values. 
John Wesley took his movement across 
industrialising Britain, establishing a per- 
sonal faith linked to social purpose. 
Methodism, in a sense, helped provide the 
industrialised modem world a sense of 


spirituality' and moral purpose. No won- 
der the historical cliche behind the rise of 


der the historical cliche behind the rise of 
the Labour Party has been that it owed 
more to Methodism than Marx. 

This is the broad tradition of Christian 
socialism into which Tony Blair has been 
trying to tap as he fashions new Labour. 
His problem is that this tradition no 
longer has much of a social basis. Mrs 
Thatcher could appeal to a new genera- 
tion of gung-ho entrepreneurs to carry 
forward her revolution. Mr Blair faces ah 
uphill struggle to find an equivalent con- 
stituency to be the bearers of his values. 
Methodism helped to provide the indus- 
trialised modem world with a sense of 
spirituality and moral purpose. There is 
no latter-day equivalent as Britain’s moves 
into the world of the infotainment global 
economy. A values gap yawns before us. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


BSE: who will care for the thousands of victims? 


Sir: As the organisation that 


offers support and information to 
the families of people with 


the families of people with 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, we 
are appalled by the prospect of a 
epidemic of infected people 
(reports. 21 March). 

Professor John Pattison, chair- 
man of SEAC, the government- 
appointed expert committee on 
BSE, says that up to 500.000 
people may have been infected 
before the bovine offal ban in 
1989. 

The Government failed to act 
at the earliest possible opportu- 
nity to put sufficient funds into 
research. It is essential we know 
how this disease develops in 
humans and to what extent it can 
be passed from person to person. 
We are concerned there are few 
facilities in the UK to carry out 
such transmission studies. 

The members of our network, 
and the 650,000 people in this 
country who suffer other forms 
of dementia such as Alzheimer’s 
disease, know that care in the 
community is ill-equipped to 
look after these people in future. 
Those of us at the sharp end of 
community care, who are look- 
ing after people with dementia, 
have been a soft target for health 


cuts in the pasL In particular 
health authorities have failed to 
provide for the 17,000 younger 
people with dementia to which 
the new cases of CJD will be 
added. 

The Government owes it to the 
people who have become 
Infected to prepare sufficiently 
and commit enough funding to 
care services to make their last 
months as dignified as possible. 

Clive Evers 
Chairman 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Support 
Network 

Alzheimer's Disease Society 
London SWI 


with us despite the adoption of 
measures designed to wipe out 
the disease in a few years. 
Admittedly it has now (just) 
peaked, but much later than was 
confidently predicted. It would 
seem therefore either that the 
infective model used to deter- 
mine the measures is wrong, or 
that those measures are being 
inadequately implemented. . 
What a surprise, then, to hear 
that the official position has 
changed from “no evidence of a 
link with CJD* to “very low 
risk". 

Is the ministry now prepared to 
take responsibility for the ensu- 


areas of land, the contribution to 
ground water pollution; and. the 
ruination of many less 1 *fbrtu- 
nate” peoples' rural economy. 
They ignore the fact thatbeef 
production is the most resource- 
hungry way of providing protein, 
taking up millions of acres which 
could be used for growing foods 
more easily transported and 
stored. 


mg catastrophic loss of coofi- 
Sin The behaviour of the Min-. .■ dence in our beef industry? 


istry of Agriculture when address- 
ing a threat to the-general popu- 
lation rather than the agricultural 
industry reinforces my already 
jaundiced view of its motives. 

An outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease, which has the 
potential to ravage cattle stocks, 
is treated with utmost rigour. 
The presence of BSE merely 
requires the affected cattle to be 
destroyed, presumably because 
the disease is much less of a dan- 
ger to cows. 

Nevertheless, BSE remains 


Christopher Forsey 
Nortbwich, Cheshire- 


of telling us when we have pushed ~ year? Should it too ! 
the boundaries too far. “Mad cow order to save lives? 
disease" comes after 200 years of I think that it is time that the 

applying to the production of responsible press- undertook 
beef our determination to have some ele mentaiy risk assessment 
everything we want, and as much of the whole issue of BSE instead 
of it as we can cram into our of continuing to undermine and 
mouths. destroy one section of a great 

Beef eaters happily ignore the ' British industry, 
ecological consequences of cattle ‘ J R Elliott 

herding - the devastation of huge Southwell, Nottinghamshire 


Too late to pull out of Europe I English caricature I Creeping peril 


Sir The people, says Roger Pyrah 
(Letters, 20 March), voted for a 
commercial union with Europe 
believing that the country would 
retain its political independence. 
If they did that they were remark- 
ably stupid although, to be fair, 
po) iddans of 1 975 did a very good 
job in conveying that impression. 
In fact we chose to leave EFTA, 
which was organised precisely the 
way Mr Pyrah describes, to join 
the EEC, the federal destiny of 
which was plain to be seen by any- 
one bothering to look. 

At the same time we displayed 
a callous disregard for Com- 
monwealth friends whom we had 
induced to develop single-com- 
modity economies based on sup- 


plying us with raw materials and 
food. Today EFTA is no more 
and the Commonwealth link is 
greatly weakened yet we remain 
an overpopulated island heavily 
dependent on imported food for 
survival. Prudence therefoe dic- 
tates that, having made our bed, 
we should lie on h. 

In 1975 I voted to leave the 
EEC before it was too late. Today 
I would vote to slay in and for a 
single currency. The federal insti- 
tutions do, however? need to be 
made more democratically 
accountable. The Commission 
should be made subordinate to 
the Parliament. 

J A Davis 
B ookham. Surrey 


of the Irish nation of land mines 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone 
number. (Fax: 0171-393 2056: e-mail: letters fa 'independen Leo .uk) 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


The Cabinet and other cases of brain rot 


T he Government has finally come 
out and said it. then. Elections in 


J. out and said it. then. Elections in 
Northern Ireland arc safe. 
a "Yes." says chief witch doctor to 
l- the Government, "Doctor" Brian 
Mawhinney. “the latest scientific 
1 advice show-s beyond all fairly rea- 
1 sonable doubt that elections in 
Northern Ireland cun take place.” 
r Without damaging anvune's 
1 health? 

1 "You can never be totally sure of 
I anything," says Doctor Brian 
1 “ Mawhinney”. “but insofar as you can 
1 be tolerably sure ot anything, then 
f yes. with luck, fingers crossed, touch 
I" wood, we can go ahead and have elcc- 
’ lions in Northern Ireland.” 

Scientists arc not so sure about this 

privately, however. They think that 

' BSE (short for the Bogside/Stor- 
. mom Exercise} may actually cause 
brain damage. 

“The reasons for ibis arc quite 
clear." says a scientist who does not 
want to be named, only paid in cash. 
“The election arrangements pro- 
posed by the Government ore so 
complicated that it causes severe 
brain damage even trying to work 
. them out. 

“It has always been said that any- 
one who claims to understand the 
Irish situation does noL by definition, 
know what he is talking about, and I 



MILES KINGTON 


think we can say that the same goes 
for these Northern Ireland election 


arrangements. 

“An election on the mainland is 
straightforward by comparison. Sev- 
eral candidates stand for election and 
the one that gets the most votes goes 
to Parliament and does exactly what 
his party' leader tells him to. However, 
under these Northern Ireland 
arrangements ..." 

The scientist falls silent. “Yes?” 

There is no answer. Under the 
strain of trying !o figure out what the 
Government means, the scientist has 
actually suffered major brain aver- 
sion, a condition that causes people 
lo go silent when a certain subject is 
raised, and which scientists now think 
is actually caused by elections in 
Northern Ireland, or BSE (Bombing 
and Semtcx Elimination). 

This is not peculiar to elections in 
Northern Ireland, of course. Scien- 


tists have isolated other topics of con- 
versation which are suspected of 
causing major brain rotting, of which 
the major ones are: 

Europe 

The Booker Prize 
Tony Parsons 

The’ total predictability of panellists’ 

responses on .-Iny Questions and 

Question Time 

The Newbury bypass 

Britpop 

The Scott report 
The Internet 

The extreme difficulty of getting cel- 
lophane wrappers off the outside of 
brand new blank VHS tapes, etc. 

It has been noticed that the intro- 
duction of any of these topics into the 
average conversation can lead within 
minutes to distressing symptoms such 
as staring into space, looking at 
watches, getting on coats, and leav- 
ing the house for periods up to sev- 
eral weeks without phoning home. 
Bul it is now believed that the intro- 
duction of BSE (jocularly supposed 
to stand for Bloody- Silly Elections) 
might lead to displacement symptoms 
on a scale not known before. 

“Yes, there is a link," says a politi- 
cian who prefers Lo stand down at the 
next election. “There is definitely a 
iink between the intractability of a 
subject and the mental health of the 


person who is discussing iL Now, J 
have been in Parliament for 10 years. 


have been in Parliament for 10 years, 
and my doctor has seriously' warned 
me that if 1 don't gel out now. I could 
become certifiable during the next 
Parliament. And I am sure he’s right 
Most of the Cabinet is static staring 
bonkers already. 

“Have yon seen all those staring 
eyes? I mean, have you really looked 
hard at the Cabinet recently?" 

“"Which ones?" 

“Well, I don't want to run the risk 
of libel, but if you look al the ones 
called Michael you'll get an idea of 
what I’m talking about." 

Back to Doctor “Brian" Mawhin- 
ney for a last comment. 

“I believe that the electoral 
arrangements in Northern Ireland 
will work because you can’t trust a 
party where someone like Harriet 
Harman sends her child to a gram- 
mar school, and even if we get it 
wrong, I think you will find that the 
Scott report says we had the best of 
intentions. 

“I am totally confident that the way 
forward has now been focused and 
targeted in such a way that we can 
formulate the a pp r op riate responses. 

“I am sorry. What was the 
question?" 

BSE is believed lo stand for Bull- 
shit Explanation. 


Sin To suggest that the English 
merely pretended that the Irish 
were wild and uncivilised in order 
to justify invading their country 
(“Irish butt of English racism for 
more than eight centuries", 20 
March) is lo make the mistake of 
imposing modern values on the 
past. 

The English really did believe 
that the Irish were a backward 
people. After all, they lived in a 
country that had barely emerged 
- in economic terms - from the 
Stone Age at the time of the first 
Anglo-Norman invasion: a coun- 
try 'that spent the next six cen- 
turies in a state of continual civil 
war; a country whose fanners 
had not learned how to thresh 
com and who had their horses 
draw ploughs by the tail; a coun- 
try that never enjoyed an indus- 
trial revolution. 

English caricatures of the Irish 
were based upon, although dis- 
tortions of. the truth. The real 
issue is the extent to which the 
English were themselves respon- 
sible for creating the truth that 
led to the caricature, by keeping 
Ireland in a state of colonial 
dependency. 

Andrew Barr 
London NW6 


Sir. Christopher BeDamy’s report 
on Britain’s increasing isolation in 
opposing a ban on landmines (19 
March) highlights the Govern- 
ment’s view that “anti-personnel 
mines have a roleas defensive 
weapons provided their positions 
are accurately recorded". This 
view presupposes that mines will 
stay put once placed, which is not 
always the case. 

Torrential rain in Mozambique 
this month has flooded a wide 
area including the heavily mined 
Manhka district. Many of the 
200,000 people affected have lost 
their homes and belongings. 
Once the waters subside, some 
may face the added danger of 
mines displaced by the floods 
from known minefields. 

Only a total ban offers long- 
term hope of significantly .reduc- 
ing the daily toll of suffering 
anti-personnel mines infli ct. 

Makitn Cotongham 
• Christian Aid 
. London SE1 


Managing NHS 


Sin So English notions about the 
Celts as a race and the Irish as a 
nation (“Words from the history 
of a nation's prejudice", 20 
March) are to be characterised by 
the opinions of Gerald of Wales 
- three quarters Norman, one 
quarter Welsh - and the Scots- 
man David Hume. 

Justin Kaase- 
Worcester 


If the anorak fits 


Sir. Leslie F Churchill (letter, 21 
March) should abandon, his 
anorak at once. 

An “anorak" is generally taken 
as a pedant with particularly bor- 
ing hobbies - typically trainspot- . 
ting, folk music, replying to let- 
ters to the editor... Ahh- Bit of 
an own-goaL really. OhwelL I’m 
off to Millets to get an extra-large 
anorak. 

Gareth Lodge 
St Albans, 
Hertfordshire 


Sin Your correspondent Dr A M 
Huime (Letters, 19 March) might 
do well to inquire about the 
training of those wha cany the 
responsibility of managing at the 
sharp end of the NHS. 

He would find that many $iich 
managers have undertaken the 
pottering; auxiliary nursing antj 
domestic tasks to which he refers, 
as part of their training, aa well as 
observing the workof doctors mid 
other health care professionals. 
Conversely, it is sadly true that 
medical training in this country has 
not given the opportunity for doc- 
tors to gain an understanding at an 
earfy stage of the task of managing 
the diverae. o rgan ka tinne that make 
up the NIG. 

However, many in the medical 
profession do see the need to 
work closely with their local man- 
agers to ensure that the public 
resources available in the NHS 
are used to the best possible 
effect - for tip benefit of the 
patients whom we serve. 

NJ.OiAPMAN 
Chief Executive 
West Dorset General 

Hospitals NHS Trust 
Dorchester, Dorset 


Defining life 
and death 


They ignore the cumulative 
effects of taking in -hormones 


and antibiotics through farming 
policies based on greed for profit 


policies based on greed for profit 
rather than need. " 

Margaret Nelson. 
Efy, Cambridgeshire 


Sin Another press uproar about 
BSE and the health risks of eat- 
ing beef: •' • " • - 

Is it not true that the motor car 


Sir Nature seems to have a way ^ Trills thousands of people each 
of telling us when we have pushed ~ year? Should it too be banned in 


Sir: William Hartston (“Between 
the living and the dead", 12 
March) discusses the concept of 
brain and brain stem death and 
states that some of the “recent 
remarkable cases of recovery 
[from coma] have followed read- 
ings that would have justified 
turning off all life support sys- 
tems”. This is not the case. 
Nobody, 1 emphasise, nobody 
has ever satisfied the guidelines 
laid down by the Royal Medical 
Colleges for the diagnosis of 
brain stem' death and regained 
consciousness. The cases quoted 
in the media' dp not fulfil the 
criteria. " 

The guidelines state that to 
safefy diagnose the irreversible 
loss-of brain stein fa action the 
patient must satisfy various pre- 
conditions as' well as have nega- 
tive brain stem tests. The cluneal 
tests for brain stem function are 
only valid tf considered with var- 
ious preconditions and exclu- 
sions; they are invalid if take n in. 
isolation: The preconditions are 
as follows and it is their satisfac- 
tion which renders the diagnosis 
of brain stem death safe. 
Context: Comatose . patient is 
ventilator-dependent. Known 
cause for coma. Proof of irreme- 
diable structural brain damage-. 
Exclusions of potential cansesof 
ventilator dependent coma: 
Hypothermia. Metabolic or 
endocrine disturbance. Drugs; 
Recent cardiac arrest. 

If just one case arose .wherein 
the guidelines were followed and 
a patient recovered, I- (and 
assuredly the Royal Colleges) 
would no longer accept the brain 
stem formulation of death. 

The brain -stem death criteria 
were not introduced for the par- : 
poses of human organ donation. 
Whilst transplantation his bene- : : 
fited from the implementation of 
these criteria they were devel- 
oped solely to avoid the 
extremely distressing scenarios 
where “crapses” were being ven- 
tilated in intensive care unite.' 

Dr M M Jonas FRCA 

Clinical Lecturer 
Nuffield Department of . 

Anaesthetics 
: Oxford Univeraty .. 


Off the Internet 


Sir: Far from following the US 
and Austr alian - “open govern- 
ment” leads in putting parlia- 


mentary records [Mansard, 
Standing and Select Committee 


Standing and Select Con 
reports) and • legislation 


White Papers etc) on the Inter- 
net,' it appears from Monday 
night’s debate- in the Commons 
that this summer's privatisation 
of HMSO will lock out. the pos- 
sibility of patting such informa- 
tion onthe neL 

It is already available iminedi-- - 
ately to MR, peers and others a£ 
the Palace of Westminster on die 
internal Parliamentary Data and; 
Video Network. Copying it to the 
Internet for use by the . elec- 
torate, schools' etc would cost 
practically nothing. _ 

Simon Gardner. 

LcightodBuzZard,': 

Bedfordshire 


Pacing the price 


Sin Lout’s. proposed staturoty- : 

right to i nterest on late payment 
of invoices is unworka^etj^pQ^i' - 
’19 . March). ’ Any supplier trim 
threatened to take a corpora tb- 
giant to courtfor enforcement, of .. .' . 
interest charges would suddenly. - 
find that orders would dCry up^ ...- ' : ~ 

MicscGarkatt. - ' 

Middlesbrough 
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Govern mcnt out 



L et’s stand back for a moment 
from the fate of our 11. million 
cattle; from the sad fact that there 
may well be some people - one 

hopes very, veiyfcw-who have con- 
tracted Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease 

from eating beef products; and from 

the bizaire fact that between 19S6 
and I9S9 people thought it a bright 
idea to feed our cattle with pellets 
made from the chopped-up brains of 
sheep. Let's focus instead on the 
unpalatable truth that if h does 
become necessary to slaughter the 
British herd, most of the loss will be 
carried by British taxpayers. 

That is the way the agricultural 
industry works. W e regard it as nor- 
mal that our producers should be 
paid subsidised prices for food. We 
accept that meat here should cost 
twice as much as it does in, say, Aus- 
tralia or New Zealand. We thinir that 
the management of agriculture 
should be part of the remit of gov- 
ernment, and so it is somehow the 
Government’s fault that the indus- 
try should have got itself into this 
mess. Wfe have dumped the idea that 
the government should involve itself 
in organising manufacturing indus- 
try- that it should run a telephone 

Mad 
cows and 
British 
science 

Our chronic under- 
investment in basic 
scientific research 
will hamper the 
fight against BSE, 
writes Tom Wilkie 


M ad cow disease now looks as if it 
may be the equivalent of Aids, 
but as an epidemic confined to one 
country. The two diseases were recog- 
nised within a few years of each other, 
in both cases the causative agent was 
unknown, and in both cases govern- 
ments that should have known better 
went into a state of denial. ■ 

But there the similarities end. An 
international scientific effort was 
mounted to track down and identify 
the causative agent of Aids. Britain is 
the only country with mad cow disease, 
and consequently the international sci- 
entific community has not seen it as a 
pressing problem. 

But the Government failed to rec- 
ognise its weakness in the basic science 
needed to underpin any sort of rea- 
soned response to the potential of the 
bovine disease to trigger its human 
analogue, Crectzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD). It set up the CJD surveillance 
unit, which has reported this week to 
devastating effect, but. it is frankly . 
unacceptable that we have had to wait 
for the human corpses before we 
could think it likely - for we still do- 
not know - that eating beef may have 
been responsible. , 

The CJD surveillance unit con- 
ducts applied research, which sup- 
plies invaluable information but not 
understanding. Why are definitive 
tools not already available to tell us 
for certain if people have cau gh t 
CJD from eating beef and whether 


Run the beef industry under the rules of commercial competition and taxpayers would be safer 


service or own an oil company. But 
we seem to be stuck with involve- 
ment in agriculture. 

Of course, we are not alone in 
tilts. AH around the world govern' 
ments are more closelv involved in 
food than they are m any other 
industry. Al one extreme they own 
collective farms and plantations, a 
policy that is now widely discred- 
ited. But even in countries where 
the market economy is established 
for everything else, they still get 
drawn into the marketing process 
and, as a result, into acting as an 
industry representative. A minister 
thinks it perfectly appropriate to 
proclaim that he is feeding his chil- 
dren hamburgers; you would never 
get him announcing that he was 
encouraging his family to drink 
more whisky. 

There is, in fact, an illuminating 
parallel . between beef and whisky. 
The two industries are roughly the 
same size. The value of farm output 
of beef last year was roughly £2.4bn; 
of whisky produced roughly £L5bn. 

We spend as consumers much the 


same amounts of money on the two 
products. Add in the costs of the 
meat-processing industry, mark- 
ups in restaurants and canteens, 
and the total amount spent on 
beef, comes to about £4bn. Take the 
total sales of whiskv, and we spend 
about £3bn. So the total home 
spend on beef is a bit larger than un 
whisky. But whisky is a much more 
important export product: last year 
we exported £2.2bu of whisky but 
only £ 5 20m of beef. So you could 
argue (hat from the point of view 
both of national interest and tax 
revenues, whisky ought to receive 
much more of the Government’s 
span of attention. 

There is one other crucial differ- 
ence: booze is run under (he rules 
of commercial competition: beef is 
not. Consider what might happen if 
the beef industry were. 

We would, I suggest, see the same 
division into a mass-market product 
and an upmarket one. There would 
be general brands, with, say, Scottish 
beef or West Country beef pro- 
moted in the same vein as. say. Cutty 
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Sark. They would be basically com- 
modity products, but would be clev- 
erly promoted and the quality would 

be more carefully monitored. Along- 
side these, there would more spe- 
cialised brands for people who were 
prepared to pay a premium to be 
assured of higher quality, [be bovine 
equivalent of single malts. 

1 personally would make a pitch 
for the Belled Galloway (much 
prized by discerning German con- 
sumers) to be promoted in the same 
way as the Macallan. 

This would have profound con- 
sequences for the entire industry. 
Consumers would be able to dem- 
and that animals would be slaugh- 


tered in humane and decent condi- 
tions instead of writing letters 
protesting or calling for the gov- 
ernment to change legislation, they 
would be able :o make (heir prefer- 
ences known by buying meat from 
appropriate producers. If people 
fell strongly about animals being dri- 
ven around the country furlong peri- 
ods. some supermarket or whole- 
saler would quickly spot that it 
could gamer a larger share of the 
market by promising never to treat 
creatures in ibis way. You can 

already sec this trend beginning in 
free-range chickens and so-called 
•■organic" meat. 

The key change here would 
involve a shift in responsibility. In 
most conventional industries" the 
producer is liable for the quality of 
the product. Producers operate in 
the knowledge that a slip in quality 
will damage the brand image: this 
is a powerful discipline. Commercial 
companies inevitably make enor- 
mous errors, but they" are in genera] 
liable for the consequences of their 
actions, however much tbev resist. 


When Perrier found ihat its water 
had been contaminated it was 
forced by market pressure to with- 
draw its entire supply. When Dis- 
tillers, the principal" whisky pro- 
ducer, strayed so disastrously into 
pharmaceuticals with Thalidom ide. 
it was eventually forced to pay com- 
pensation. In neither case did the 
taxpayer pick up the tab for a com- 
mercial error. 

Over the next generation agri- 
culture around the world is going to 
become much more like any other 
industry. Food products will no 
longer be subsidised to anything like 
the extent they are at the moment. 
New Zealand has already abolished 
such subsidies and ihe efficiency of 
its farms has soared as a result, ft is 
probably the lowest -cost beef pro- 
ducer in the world. 

Import barriers will be reduced, 
so that the benefits of low costs will 
be shared among the world com- 
munity. Quality will rise. Jf w e have 
a comparative advantage as a beef 
producer, as we may well do given 
our climate, then w e will be able to 


exploit it further. Bui ii 
done in a proper comnie 
with the industry appreci; 
it was not in its long-term : 
est Jo be seen to be under 
of the incumbent minister 

A properly-run commen 
try would now tackle lhc^ 
of consumers head-on. W 
not that requires an extre 

sure like slaughtering d 
herd is not yet dear, wh; 
mean is looking at every si; 
production process where 
has been expressed - wha 
mate are fed, what horm 
used, how arc they slaughte 
asking whether present p 
best practice in world ten 
the product is right, the ind 
think about rebuilding • 
which will not be difficult 
tike earing beef. 

Fail to gel the product 
cloud of suspicion will ren 
the long-term commercial » 
be higher. Consumers can b 
and often have irrational r« 
to very small risks. But the; 
stupid and any industry tha 
listen to them, fails to urn 
how the world has changer 



BSE Britain: we sUH do not have a way of determining whether any given sample of beef is safe to eat 


any given sample of beef is safe to eat? 

For decades, Britain has main- 
tained a research unit in Edinburgh 
looking at the related disease of 
scrapie in sheep. It is an open secret 
in the scientific community that for 
nearly a decade - the period before 


- researchers make the wrong choices 
in science all the time - as long as there 
were others who were exploring the 
right avenues. But basic science in 
Britain is now so stretched that, until 
recently, there was hardly anyone else. 

Dr John CoQinge and his colleagues 


Wliy are definitive tools not available to tell us 
if people have caught CJD from eating beef? 


the outbreak of mad cow disease - 
this, . the. Neuropathogenesis Unit, 
essentially marked time scientifically 
by failing to appreciate the relevance 
of modern molecular biology - gene 
splicing and genetic engineering - to 
the work it was doing. 

In principle, the would not matter 


at St Mary’s Hospital Medical School 
have been doing sterling work on 
modern molecular biology and CJD. 
But St Mary’s is not immune from the 
stresses and strains of basic science in 
Britain - as demonstrated when its 
group researching Alzheimer's disease 
emigrated to the US en masse and 


when the charismatic head of the 
department. Professor Bob William- 
son, departed to Australia. Conse- 
quently, much of what we do know 
about the basis for these diseases is 
due to research led by Professor Stan 
Prusmer, in California, where there is 
neither scrapie nor mad cow disease. 
That is a telling indictment of the UK. 

The basic science required to allow 
us to understand what has happened 
is not something that can be turned on 
and off like a tap. It requires motivated 
and clever people who are actually sur- 
prisingly cheap - for scientists are not 
as greedy as City financiers. But even 
so they are too expensive for the 
Government - Britain is the only 
OECD country spending less as a pro- 
portion of national wealth on research 
and development now titan in 1981. 

One of the lessons of the war 


Photograph: PA 


against Aids is that scientists doing 
apparently unrelated research made 
crucial contributions. It follows rhat if 
a country is to maintain the capacity 
to deal with potential threats, such as 
.Aids or mad cow disease, it needs to 
maintain a broad base of scientists 
cheerfully doing work that appears 
utterly irrelevant. 

It is an old lesson, for at the out- 
break of the First World War, Britain 
discovered that it was so deficient in 
basic chemistry and its application that 
the dyes for Army uniforms, the opti- 
cal glass for gunsighls and the ingre- 
dients for explosives came from its 
enemy - imperial Germany. 

Now another “war” has come: the 
one against BSE. And once again 
undcr-tnvesunent has rendered British 
science incapable of contributing fully 
to the figbL 


Poison bomb in the brain Cost of careless optimism 


T he UK’s only epidemic of 
BSE was officially blamed 
on the feeding to cows of an 
improperfy treated offal meal • 
that had become conta m i n a ted 

by the scrapie agent- found in 

sick sheep brains. Yet this same 
UK ingredient was exported in 
millions of tonnes to cattle in 
BSE-free countries all over the 
world. It was also manufac- 
tured in a similar way in the US 
without any BSE erupting 
there. Furthermore, 24,000- 

plus UK cattle bom after the 

offal ban in 19S8 have sip 
gone down with the disease. 

But there was something 
unique to UK dairy fanning in 
the Eighties that may give the 
real reason for the BSE epi- 
demic: the Government 
required dairy farmers to treat 

their cattle for warble fly with 

an excessive dosage of a sys- 
temic pesticide. It contains 

organo-pbosporate - a chemi- 
cal also found in military nerve 
caused in Iraq. This mother 

ofall chemicals also contained 

phthalimid - the basic unit of 
the. infamous thalidomide. 

This chemical had to be 
poured along the backs £f«t- 
Sc, whether infected ^ war- 
ble fly or not, and was designed 

to penetrate *eskm, tur^g 

the whole internal environ- 
ment of the cow mto a poiso- 
nous medium- The whole pur- 
Subs to JdU off the warble . 

that couJd be found even 


inside the central nervous sys- 
tem itself! 

■Being an organic farmer, 1 
won a High Court action in 
1984 to debar the Ministry of 
Agriculture from treating my ■ 
cows with this pesticide. I 
warned officials that this chem- 
ical could permanently damage 
proteins inside the central.ner- 
vous system of both the treated 
cows and the fanners carrying 
out the treatment It is worth 
remembering that there has 
been no case of BSE in homer . 
reared cattle on organic farms. 

I endorse US scientific opin- 
ion that BSE and similar dis- 


The chemical used 
was also found in 
military nerve 
gas used in Iraq 


s are caused by the pres- 
: of a misfbldeo version of 


eases are caused 

ence .. ... 

a specific protein called prion 
protein, found inside the brain 
of all mammals. The protein 
can become corrupted one toa 
rare inherited genetic fault; this 
accounts for low background 
incidence rates of all these dis- 
eases (CJD, scrapie, BSE) that 
have run for light years. (MafFs 
chief vet in 1912 reports 
.‘'Scrapie m Oxon!") 


But a specific environmental 
trigger may mean that the fold- 
ing process of the protein 
becomes artificially corrupted 
in large numbers of beings, so 
that the abnormal protein 
starts accumulating like a clus- 
ter bomb in the brain. An epi- 
demic can then erupt 

This line of thinkin g should 
make ns look again at conven- 
tional explanations for BSE. We 
can't simply blame it on feed . 

Infectious though tins prion 
agent is, the feeding of massive 
doses of these prions to mis- 
fortunate laboratory animals 
rarely passes the disease on. 
This suggests ihat some defence 
mechanism operates in the gut 
of heahhy bemgs. So while we 
must consider a risk, however 
minute., from the intake of pri- 
ons through beef consumption, 
the greater risk must come from 
exposing ourselves in early life 
- perhaps in the womb - to sig- 
nificant doses of chemicals that 
can corrupt this prion protein. 

I believe it was the exposure 
of our cattle population, farm- 
era and animal workers to these 
- ch emicals in the 19$Gs that 
switehed on the epidemic of 
this disease. This could be' the 
true cause of the BSE debacle. 

Mark Purdey 

The author is an organic dairy 
farmer in Somerset and a BSE 
researcher. 


T he story of BSE in Britain 
is of the authorities mak- 
ing reasonable, but hopeful 
derisions. They have erred on 
the side of optimism. That was 
a very risky position to take; 
given the dangers involved if 
the gloomiest predictions prove 
correct. The stance taken by 
the authorities is even more 
worrying in retrospect since 
we now know that many of 
their expectations have proved 
to be wrong. As a result of a 
policy that was over-optimistic, 
the public in now danger. 

Originalfy. the Govern- 
ment's advisers - the spongi- 
form encephalopathy advisory 
committee (Seac) - decided 
that BSE was probably passed 
on only in feed and that when 
the infeclivity of the feed 
stopped in 1988, so would the 
BSE epidemic. But at the 
moment we do not know 
whether this optimistic belief is, 
in fact, soundly based. 

Likewise, Seac felt that BSE 
would not be passed from cow 
to calf during pregnancy. We 
now find that large numbers of 
cattle, which are the offspring 
of infected cattle, go on to 
develop BSE. 

Origin ally, Seac fell that 
BSE-infected cattle would not 
transmit their infection to 
humans. This was because tis- 
sues injected into mice pro- 
duced no ill-effect in the mice. 
Yet a single human meal of 


such a tissue could contain 
30,000 infective units (where 
one unit is enough for a cow to 
infect another cow). In other 
words, it is impossible from 
these experiments to prove that 
there is not enough present in 
a single meal to infect a human. 

The Advisory Committee on 
Dangerous Pathogens implic- 
itly recognised the uncertainty 
in"l994. It stated that if certain 
tissues (which we were still 
eating) were considered as 
being possibly from a cow that 
was infected* with BSE, then 
they’ should not be handled 
without gloves, should be acted 

BSE should now 
be considered 
a threat to 
public health 

on in a fume cabinet, and the 
person dealing with them 
should probably wear a face 
mask, At that time, we were 
eating 250,0(10 livers from 
infected cattle. 

Sear's original decisions 
were optimistic but reason- 
able. They have turned out to 
be wrong or ill-infonned. The 
repeated tightening of the 
restrictions on beef manufac- 
ture has made the previous 


restrictions clearly inadequate. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
has produced a huge increase 
in the amount of food grown in 
the UK. It has done this by 
bringing in good methods and 
spreading them throughout the 
agricultural world. Food is 
spread from one part of the 
UK to another. Good markets 
and low margins have led to 
excellent food in the UK that 
is relatively cheap. The prob- 
lem is ihat if something goes 
wrong then a whole industry 
collapses and a whole country 
is put at risk. 

BSE should row be consid- 
ered a threat to public health 
and should be handled by the 
Department of Health. It 
should be made a notifiable 
disease. 

Research should be gener- 
ously funded. We should uy to 
find if people are already incu- 
bating the disease. The mem- 
bers of Seac who were in their 
posts before November 1995 
should be asked to resign. 

They should have known 
that a more cautious approach 
should have been taken. Opti- 
mism. finger-crossing and inne- 
tivity is unacceptable for a dis- 
ease such as this. 

Stephen Dealler 

The writer is consultant in med- 
ical microbiology at Burnley 
General Hospital. 
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No reason tc 
sacrifice sirloi 

Politicians are not lying about 
safety, says Phil Saunder 


P )od scares affect everyone 
- and no food at the centre 
of a scare is likely to attract 
more publicity than one we 
have grown up with and which 
is one of our traditional staples. 
Bad enough was the possibility 
(hat under-cooked eggs could 
give us food poisoning - how 
much more alarming is the 
idea that traditional British 
beef could give us an horrific, 
brain-wasting disease! 

The knee-jerk reaction is obvi- 
ous - a scurrying away from 
supermarket beef counters, a 
careful scanning of food labels* to 
ensure not ihe tiniest smidgen of 
beef can taint tonight’s dinner. 
As for reassurances from leading 
politicians, government ministers 
and scientists - well, we’ve heard 
that all before, haven’t we? 

But have we? What exactly 
have we been told? And, under- 
neath the hype and hysteria, 
what exactly are the fads? 
Surely. I am not being eco- 
nomic with the truth to report: 
• A new variety of CJD has 
been discovered that has led to 
the deaths of 10 people under 
the age of 42. 

• The exact agent that caused 
this disease has not been iden- 
tified, but government scientists 
have said it could be linked to 
BSE that was present in cattle 
in the Eighties. 

• If beef is implicated in any 


way with the new dise, 
extremely unlikely d) 
infected material got 
human food chain aftcj 
when new regulations u 
in place. 

• British beef has beer 
round with such a piet 
rules and regulations t 
probably one of the mo 
folly controlled fooc 
likely to find its way i 
British - or any other - 
plate. 

If British beef is g>. 
cause disease, why are 
scientists and politicians 
to its defence? Why are i 
eating beef and why do tb 
tinue to tell us that thei 
reason for any of us to a* 

It would tie easy to 
"self interest" or “mone 
these scientists - the on*, 
the Spongiform EncepI 
thy Advisory Committee 
ticular - are those wi 
greatest knowledge i 
workings of BSE and C. 

Are they people likely 
crately to pul ihemsel 
risk? After all, Thomas 
might almost have said 
what shall it profit a ma 
gain the whole world an 
his own soul - but for a 
of roasi sirloin?" 

The wriur is chairman of ih 
and Lh estock Comrnissio 


'j/ if you 
care about 
a better 
j* life, 

don't you 

jSf.' ' . •• r ' : ■. ■• 

I care about 
a better 
death? 


of people in this country believe that it 
should be legal for those incurably ill and in 
severe distress to be allowed to request a 
peaceful, dignified end to their suffering. Our 
law does not agree: so the agony continues. 

If you support voluntary euthanasia, the best 
way to achieve a change in the law is 

to join the Voluntary Euthanasia 
Society. Do it today. 

■»§■ 

Join the Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
and yon will receive a free Advance 
Directive, which enables you to specify 
your wish not to be subjected to unwanted medical 
intervention If incurably ill. 

Please nuke me a memher of VFs and keep me informed 
about ifcr campaign I enclose il" annual subscription 
(total membership £1 Vi. 


\l& 


Name 


Addrcs:- 


Posrcotlt- 


Voluntary Euthanasia Society 

For Dignity in Dying 
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THE INDEPENDENT ■ FRIDAY 23 MARCH 1896 


Mtuar ies / gazette 


?Ent/crs was managing 
• e .if the invest mem bank 
T i Brothers, after a dis- 
l d and combative career 
£ .aiile diplomat h*^th in 
Sr-tom places as Cam- 
id Central America and 
r Is. including Washing- 
T itawa and" Brussels. 
Nis preoccupation was 
■^omic and trade issues, 
jt as he was, however, he 
•single-minded enough 
5 more militantly anti- 
nist elements in the 
J Administration, and 
1 the bureaucratic pen- 
- falling between the 
Is of diplomacy and war. 


I as for an abrasive 
litv. 


■litv. 

Enders W3S bom in 
jHartford. ConnecticuL 
'unity of wealthy Amer- 


'ricians. On his mother's 

t unc (fpcivnHprf frnm 


1 was descended from 
jie founders of the Con- 
colony, and on his fa- 
ide from early Dutch 
* His great-grandfather 
’under and president of 
na Insurance Company, 
erand grandfather were 
,sideiil5 of the Hartford 
’ll Bank, and his uncle, 
nders, won the Nobel 
>r Medicine in 1953. 


I-Wahhah Muhammad 
e of a number of Egypt- 
ets who started their 
as colloquial poets and 
■Titers on the heels of 
aheen's lyrical revolution 
960s. which brought eol- 
Egyptian poetry forcc- 
ihe attention of literary 


lammad's output ex- 
1 1,000 songs at the lime 
death. They can be seen 
extensive record of the 
■rmaiion of the Arab psy- 
d sentiments of the last 
ecades. The songs were 
d by their conversation- 
re and dramatic structure 
vered the whole range of 
»Tiiing from the pairiot- 
e situational. In addition, 
ue the lyrics for a rmm- 
successful musicals and 
ion soaps including Sayvi- 

II- Jamilah (“My Fair 
). Ravyah wa-Sukaynah 
ya and Sukayna") and 

III- Ward (“Rose Petals"). 
■ wide interest in the work 
haramad and other lyri- 
cts of the Egyptian ver- 


Births, 
/ferriages 
& Deaths 


ERAL 

A NG EM ENTS 


WICKi Helen. The private Iti- 
. lor fijimh and dose friend, only, 
akc plrice’on Saturday 23 March 
..’■Jam at RaodaU’s Park Cre- 
■rium. Randall's Road. Lcather- 
. Sunvv KT22 OAO. Telephone 


2 3 73S13. If vou would like to 


llowcn> to Helen Chadwick's fu- 
please arrange to have them de- 
?<1 to J.H, Kenyon, S3 Wmi- 
‘le Grove. London W2 4UL 
I -22^ 3810) by Friday 22 March 
re :-pm. 


;e BIRTHS, marriages & 
HS .should be sent in writing! to 
uttlc Editor. The Independent, 
■da Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
r final to 1)171-293 2010. and arc 
•d at £tL50 a Hoe tVAT extra). 


Barry Appleby 


ind Gave Gambol, 
comic-strip answer 
ca s Dagwood and 
umstead. made their 
re debut on the back 
c Daily Express on lb 
SO. .Almost exactly 4b 
on 11 March 1996. 
xmisi. Barry Apple- 
It was an incredible 
h for some years in- 
special nine-picture 
rip in full colour. In- 
s a record run for any 
■wspaper strip - and. 
. there are still more 


pily for George and 
nbol. they will not be 
■ see them published, 
je and Gave were, in 
*hry and Dobs Apple- 
■^appilv married part- 
round whose lives the 
{incidents that so char- 
V the Gambols were 
th 
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Barry and Dobs Appleby, left, and the first of their Gambols strip cartoons, published in the Daily Express, 1£ March 1960. The Apptabys met when he was 14 and she was 13 


§ Appleby was bom in 
°?am, but □ family move 
Mvas young meant that 
'd c school in Coventry. 
n rr love with drawing. 
^*ed a competition for 
5 un by the Royal Soci- 
*Fs. and became the first 
? e to win honours. For 
1C reasons the family 
fc/ed to London, where 
‘[jrsued his arts studies 
* famous if forgotten 
Cl . Albert Perry. 

playing football for 
,u »l in an away match at 
" n upon Thames, he saw 
ic ra gy schoolgirl on the 
r 


touch line, roaring with laughter 
as he missed an easy goal- A day 
or so later he swerved his bicy- 
cle to miss a pedestrian, fell off 
and landed at the feet of the 
same schoogirl. She hooted 
with laughter again, and a 
life lone friendship was bom. 
He was 14. she was 13. and 12 
years later they married. This 
was Dobs, bom Doris, who 
would one dqv share the strip's 
signature. 

“But first they became busi- 
ness partners. They set up a 
small office together as jour- 
nalists. Barry following his fa- 
ther’s footsteps. After an early 
sale to a boys' magazine with an 
article on how to tune a motor- 
cycle engine, his luck ran out. 
Dobs, however, blossomed 
and was soon knocking out 


thousand-word articles at 10 
guineas a tune, eight more than 
Barry's average. He abandoned 
writing in favour of his first love, 
art, and took a postal course 
from the famous Percy V. 
Bradshaw Press Art School. 

This so encouraged him that 
he joined several real art col- 
leges. studying life drawing at 
Heatherleys. anatomy at the 
Royal Academy, commercial 
art at St Martin's - and design 
at the Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum. With his savings run- 
ning out, he tried his hand at 
cartooning, much recommend- 
ed by Percy Bradshaw who was 
himself no mean hand at 
humorous art. 

The first Barry Appleby car- 
toon signed with his new pen- 
name “App", appeared in no 


less a periodical than Punch. As 
with so many new cartoonists, 
his following submissions all 
failed. He tried newspapers 
and in 1938 was taken on by the 
London evening paper the Star. 
This kept him busy with a joke 
cartoon a day until the Second 
World War broke out An am- 
bitious but under-funded news- 
paper designed for direct sale 
to servicemen was launched. 
Entitled Reveille , this would in 
later peaceful years turn into a 
light-hearted weekly, full of 
jokes and pin-ups. 

The wartime Reveille was 
rather more serious, being es- 
sentially for servicemen to air 
their gripes. However it had 
lighter features and these in- 
cluded Appleby's first strip car- 
toon. the weekly adventures of 


an idiotic officer called 
“Captain WhlT. 

Hearing that the cartoonist 
Basil Reynolds had been called 


S i, Appleby rushed round to 
e Afickey Mouse Weekly and 
took over Reynolds's regular 
contributions, “Skit, Skat and 
the Captain" and a cowboy- 
hatted character called “Pinkie 
Green". Unfortunately the pa- 
per shortage reduced the com- 
ic to fortnightly, thus losing the 
“Weekly" from its tide, and half 
of Appleby's income. 

During the war years Ap- 
pleby became a full-time fire- 
man, while Mrs Appleby 
became an ambulance driver. 
Thus even two strips on half- 
time service became harder to 
complete to their deadline. This 
was the first time Dobs took up 


her husband’s mapping-pen, 
dipped into his Indian ink 
and began helping out with, 
the backgrounds. Her contri- 
butions, art work and inspira- 
tion would increase as their 
workload grew. 

The origins of the Gambols 
can be seen in the eariy joke 
cartoons Barry Appleby con- 
tributed to the Daily Express 
from the day after VJ Day. Con- 
ceived as no more than a col- 
umn-breaker to lighten the 
sports page, this daily joke be-, 
came habit-forming for readers, 
especially as a regular punter 
began to appear, a chubby tit- 
tle everyman with a beaky nose 
and heavy eyebrows, now and 
then in the company of a 


slender curly-topped blonde: 
One day, hearing .that.. 


newsprint rationing was about 
to ease, and allow three “big pa- 
per" days a week, Barry and 
Dobs started thinking serious- 
ly about a new, regular strip car- 
toon. The suburban punter and 
his wife would make ideal char- 
acters, but what to call them? 
Dobs came up with the perfect 
name for a couple who gambled 
for the- fun of iL The Gambols 
made their back-page d£but in 
March 1950, three times a week . 
as a strip, three times as a sin- 
glepanel. 

On 4 June 1951 paper ra- 
tioning finally ended and the 
snip became a fully fledged dai- 
ly. Then in 1956 the sheer pop- 
ularity of the Gambols took 
them into the Sunday Express as 
well, their single ship boosted 
;iip to three rows to satisfy de- 


mands from overseas Sunday 
papers with comic supplements. 
Finally colour was added and 
. the Gambols Annual, first pub- 
lished in landscape format m 
1952, added colour pages by 
1991 \yhen the 40th edition 
was published- Dobs had died 
in 1985. 

- The strip itself, if seen only 
ri prflRj p pally , seems somewhat 
reactionary today, dealing asil 
does with everyday domestic sit- 
uations of an ageless, childless 
coupde;thetwokicfcwhoaR)ear 

once or twice a year; Miggy and 
Flivver, are a nephew and niece. 
- a comic-strip pregnancy was 
ednridered editori^fy unsuit- 
able. But that is evidently the 
strip's secret, ferit fewidety pob- 
: listed . in 'several languages 
around the world, and contin- 
ues to prove that good artwork 
is not necessary in a comic 
strip. It’s the appeal of the 
ideas that counts: . 

In- the Seventies Barry Ap- 
pleby, a pleasant-looking, mod- 
est man, made, a race -public 
appearance as a surprise guest 
on Quicken the Draw; the tele- 
vision game show for cartoon- 
ists. He made quite sure that his 
beloved Dobs shared the spot- 
light, laughing heartily from 
the audience just as she had 
laughed at him m then faraway 
schooldays. .. . 

- Drab Gifford 


Barry Appleby, cartoonist bom 
Birmingham 30 August 1909; 
-married 1935; died 11 March 
1996. 


Thomas Enders 


Torn Enders compiled a bril- 
liant record at Yale, where he 
was a member of one of the se- 
cret societies which are said to 
guarantee success in life. He 
graduated summa cum laude 
and first in his class in 1953. He 
later earned Masters degrees at 
the University of Paris and at 
Harvard. 

In 1958 he joined the Amer- 
ican foreign service and within 
10 years he had become Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Mone- 
tary Affairs. In 1971 he went to 
Cambodia 3t the time of the 
American bombing. He was 
three times the victim of assas- 
sination attempts, and on one 
occasion the car he had been 
riding in was totally destroyed. 

Together with his ambas- 
sador. Emory C. Swank, he 
produced a long document, 
now deposited with the histor- 
ical division of the Department 
of State, defending the B-52 
carpet-bombing of that country 
against charges by the British 
journalist William Sbawcross 
and others that it was 
indiscriminate 3nd produced 
unnecessary casualties. 

At the onset of the energy 
crisis. Enders was brought 
back to Washington to serve as 
Assistant Secretary of State for 


Economic and Business Af- 
fairs. In that job. between 1974 
and 1976. be was one of the 
founders of the International 
Atomic Energy Authority. He 
then went as ambassador to 
Canada, where one of his 
achievements was the over- 
coming of the opposition to a 
new pipeline to take natural gas 
from Canada to the United 
States. From 1979 to 1981 he 
was US ambassador in Brussels. 

Enders served as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter- 
American Affairs from 1981 to 
1983. He opposed the limited 
support the Reagan Adminis- 
tration gave to Britain in the 
FaikJands conflict taking the 
view that the damage to Amer- 
ican interests in Latin Ameri- 
ca was more important than any 
damage to British interests. 

He played a leading role in 
the Reagan Administration’s 
“twin-track" policy in Central 
America. This advocated work- 
ing for negotiated settlements 
of conflicts in the region while 
at the same time supporting 
anti-Communist forces, in- 
cluding the right-wing “Contra" 
rebels in Nicaragua. He was one 
of the architects of the San Jose 
Principles, which led to the 
“Contadora" peace process 


which eventually restored peace 
to Central America. 

He also supported increased 
arms shipments to US allies, in- 
cluding the Contras. He was 
convinced that Nicaragua, El 
Salvador. Guatemala and even 
Surinam were the targets of a 
concerted, “falling dominoes" 
style Soviet and Cuban cam- 
paign to overthrow democracy. 

In the end Enders's inde- 


pendent operating style lost 
the confidence of the State De- 


the confidence of the State De- 
partment At the same time his 
insistence that there should be 
diplomatic as well as covert 
military' activity in' Central 
America made him a target for 
those even more gung-ho Cold 
Wuriors in the White House 
national security staff and else- 
where like Oliver North and 
Elliott Abrams who wanted to 
rely mainly on secret paramili- 
tary activity. People put it about 
that Enders was “going soft" on 
El Salvador. 

In 1983 Enders, who. one of 
his colleagues said, bad “reaped 
the whirlwind" for having ex- 
cluded so many people from his 
intrigues, was forced out and 
sent to Madrid as US ambas- 
sador. In 1986 he retired from 
the foreign service with the 
rank of career Minister. 


Endeis was six foot six or 
eight, according to various ac- 
counts. His manner was both ag- 
gressive and superior. Even to 
an admirer such as his boss 
George Shultz he was “imperi- 
ous, intellectual and ironic'’. His 
analysis, Shultz commented, 
“conveyed an aura of brilliance 
even when he stated the obvi- 
ous. People were impressed by 
his talents, but his sometimes 
smug smile and style could ir- 
ritate even those who admired 
him most" 

While in Madrid, Enders 
wrote a book, Latin. America: die 
crisis of debt and growth ; When-, 
he retired from the foreign ser- 
vice and joined Salomon Brother, 
ers, he recognised the growth 
potential of emerging markets 
in Latin America and played an 
important part in bringing bor- 
rowers in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile and Mexico bade to the 
New York market 

Enders’s hobbies were walk- 
ing and mountaineering. He 
climbed in the Canadian Rock- 
ies and the Alps, and explored 
pilgrimage roads in France and 
Spain. He was also interested in 
botany and generous in his 
support for botanical gardens, 
including Kew. 

Godfrey Hodgson 



Odysseus Elytis 


Enders: *an aura of briO lance’ 

Photograph: Karsh of Ottawa 


Thomas Ostrom Enders. diplo- 
rrmLand banker: bom Hartford, . 
Connecticut 28 November 1 931j 
Depidy 'Assistant SecretaryYpf- 
. Stale jb/Jmeznational 
Affairs 1968-69; Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Belgrade 1969-71, 
Phnom Penh 1971-74; Assistant 
Secretary of State for Economic 
and Business Affairs 1974-75; US 
Ambassador to Canada 1975-79. 
to EEC 1979-81, to Spain 1983- 
86; Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs 1981-83; 
managing director; Internation- 
al Corporate Finance Depart- 
ment, Salomon Bros 1986-96; 
married 1955 Gaetana Mar- 
chegiano (one son, three daugh- 
ters); died New York 17 March 
1996. 


Abd al-Wahhab Muhammad 


nacular reflects a marked 
change in Arab culture, in 
which the Koran dictates the 
literary and aesthetic scale of 
values," and which is strongly ori- 
ented towards formal language 
and its literary products. It 
gives little attention to oral folk 
and unorthodox forms of cre- 
ativity. As a result some of the 
most important Arab poets, 
such as Bayram al-Tunis and 
Kamil al-Khulai, went unno- 
ticed in literary circles because 
their work was written in one of 
the several dialects or vernac- 
ulars of the Arab world or was 
part of the various oral perfor- 
mances. although they often at- 
tained a much larger audience 
than their literary-language 
counterparts. 

After centuries of overlook- 
ing and marginalising oral lit- 
erature and colloquial modes of 
expression the literary scene 
started to grant them promi- 
nence and respectability from 
the 1960s onwards. This was 
partly due to a recognition of 
die importance of cultural stud- 
ies which put many creative 



Muhammad: love songs 


forms, such as songs, television 
soaps and films, on a par with 
respectable literary genres. In 
the field of colloquial poetry' and 
song-writing, the change was 
also due to file seminal work of 
the (ate Saiah Jaheen. When Ja- 
heen’s poetry was sung by the 
most prominent contemporary 
Egyptian singers fsuch as the 
great Umm Kalthoom, the 
Edith Piaf of the Orient, and 
Abd al-Halim Hafiz), it took the 
audience by storm and gained 


for song-writing the talent of a 
group of young poets who rad- 
ically changed the nature of the 
.Arab song. 

Abd al-Wahhab Muhammad 
was born in 1930 in the popu- 
lar quarter of Jaramaliyya in old 
Cairo. His father was a teacher 
in the Azhar, the main religious 
educational institution in Egypt 
Muhammad started his educa- 
tion in a traditional manner by 
learning the Koran and then 
went to primary and secondary 
schools. He did not complete his 
education and instead went on 
to work as a clerk in Misr Oil 
Company in Cairo. While work- 
ing there, he started to write col- 
loquial poems and offered some 
of them to the eminent singer 
Eayza Ahmad, who gave the first 
performance of one of Muham- 
mad's songs in 1953. With the 
help of Jaheen, Muhammad 
moved to work for the influen- 
tial weekly paper Rus A l-Yusouf 
and furthered his contacts with 
lyrical poets and song-writers. 

* The great break in his career 
came when Umm Kalthoom, at 
the peak of her career as the 


most influential singer in the 
Arab world sang Muhammad’s 


song “Hubb Ayh?" (“What 
Kina of Love?") in 1960. The 
song was set to music by the tal- 
ented young musician Baleegh 
Hamdy and attained instant 
acclaim throughout the Arab 
world. It heralded a new sensi- 
bility and a different type oflove 
song, in which soggy despondent 
sentimentality was replaced by 
a pensive desire to explore the 
meaning of love, question its 
hackneyed cliches, and pro- 
pose a new type of love based 
on reciprocal understanding, 
gender equality and rational 
commitment. The prevalence of 
the interrogative mode of ex- 
pression throughout the song 
reflects a tendency to question 
received wisdom and challenge 
established norms, which was 
part of the new ethos of the 
1960s. Umm Kahhoom went on 
to sing eight more of Muham- 
mad’s songs, including her very 
last song, “Hakam alayna al- 
Hawa" (“The Dictates of 
Love"). 

Muhammad’s songs were 


sung by such prominent Arab 
singers as A. Hafix, Sbadiyah, 
A- Radi and M. Fuad, in Egypt, 
and the Syrian F. Ahmad, the 
Algerian ttferdah, the Tunisian 
Latifah and the Moroccan 
Samira Said. He 'collaborated 
with M. Abd al-Wibhab, R. 
Sunbati, S. Makkawi, B. Ham- 
dy, K. aHhweeL M. al-Muji and 
A ShiraiL Because song is a 
constant dialogue between 
words and music, Muhammad’s 
sensitive words influenced the 
compositional skills of these of- 
ten very different musicians 
and contributed to the devel- 
opment of their music. HI s suc- 
cess did not entice him to 
confine his work to successful 
musicians or popular singers, 
and he continued to work with 
the new singers and musicians 
of the 1980s and 1990s. 


At thi»h ffgirniing nfhis himinrHis 

career, CkfysseusEtytis said: “I 
write set that Uat^ does not have 
the last word." In his last book, 
West of Sorrow, where words 
seem to pursue one another, 
breathless, he writes: “But nev- 
er, beauty, was time lent toine 
./ to succeed against aniline 
black a victofy . . Obscure 
words of a poetic kernel which 
was-about to explode with infi- 
nite possibilities, writes Kate- 
rina Anghflaki-Rooke [further 
to the obituary by Professor 
Roderick Beaton, 19 March]. 

Black and light, sunshine 
and darkness, these -were the 
two poles of Elytis’ poetry, a; 
pendulum between passion 
atid patience, a bewilderment 
stretching throughout the day. 
At the beginning, he was ac- 
claimed as the poet of the 
sparkling Aegean, of The Sov- 
ereign Sun, of “The Body of 
Summer". In his poems, espe- 
cially “The Mad Pomegranate 
'free'’, with all the answers to the 
difficult questions hanging from 
its branches (“Tfell me, that 
winch opens its wings on the 
breast of things / On the breast 
of our deepest dreams, is that 
the mad pomegranate tree?”), 
the sun occupied the’ land of 
Greece, as if death had never 
stepped on her territories, only 
resurrection. 

But, while the poet had writ- 
ten in the past, “The sorrow of 
death has set me in such a fire, 
that my glow returned to the 
sun”, it is with The Ugfu Tree 
(1971), when he had just turned 
60, that Elytis feels death start- 
ing to cast its real shadow. 
“The first time it crossed my 
mind to find an end in the midst 
of happiness. Death attracted ’ 
me like a strong glaze where you 
can see nothing else.” 

Steadily, through collections 
like The Invisible April The Qx- 
opetru Elegies and finally Wist of 
Sorrows, the blend of darkness 
and light becomes just a pure 
black Stone, an oryx. “A key 


t urns both ways: 'either you 
lock yourself in or yon open 
yourself to alL" .. 


. . _ The ^ “poet of the Aegean 
and of “the Greek sun" at thi 


and of “the Greek sun" at this 
point, to nty min d, becomes a 
realty great poet Because all 
great poets, or should Isay those 
who belong to that “species" 
with more or , less access to 
perfection,^ they all say the same 
rfrinp examine the same im- 
possibility: how to live with all 
this darkness -sunoonding us, 
waiting for us, waiting upon us? 
And how, in spite of tins, know- 
ing onty tins, one can live a deep 

h uman life? 

“Life is a chord / where a 
third sound interferes / and it 
is the one which tells the truth 
about what the poor man 
throws away /and what the rich 
man collects” (West ofSormw). 
Again, “The sky [will be}, the 
way children want it 7 with 
roosters, pine cones, azure kites 
/ flags / On Saint Heraclitus’ day 
/ the kingdom of - the chfld" 
writes Elytis. So too Jan 
Kochanaowski, the 16th-centmy 
Polish poet, asks forHeradmis' 
tears to help him to mourn his . 
“small girl, his little daughter”. 
Tb<ty both see Heiaditus related 
to a child’s world. - - 

They all say the same thing; 
but we, down here, we are not 
invited to the great conference 
of the immortals and we don’t 
know it 


Sabry Hafez 


Abd al-Wahhab Muhammad, 
poet and song-writer bom Jam - 
maliyya , Cairo 1930; married 
(one son, one daughter); died 
Muhandiseen. Cairo 15 January 
1996. 



May I add to Roderick Beaton’s 
excellent and moving obituary 
of the great, poet Odysseus 
Elytis? writes Ian Martin. 

Soon after the richly de- 
served award of the Nobel Lit- 
erature Prize, Etytiswasinviied . 
to London to receive an hon- 
orary degree. Although widely 
read in English he was not.at all 
fluent in it, and I was among : 
those asked to conie forward 
and converse with our distin- 
guished guest in his own. lan- 
guage. wbat does one say to an 
outstanding poet, who is also a 
geriuinety modest roan? The last . 
thing he wanted to talk about' 
was his own poetic achievement 

The answer lay in a subject 
very dear to his heart: the state 
of higher education in Greece: 
A new university was being set 
up in the island of Crete (the 


Elytra; *A key turns both ways' 


poet’s birthplace): I remember 
vMdty tow excited and eloquent 
this naturally shy and reticent 
man became on me subject The 
University of Creteis now well 
established and flourishing: it is 
singularly appropriate for it to 
be associated noth the memo- 
ry of one of the century’s very 
finest poets. 


Birthdays 

Lord Alport, former NtP and Deputy 
Speaker. House of Lords. 84; Mr 
George Benson, jazz guitarist. 5?; Mr 
Richard Bctheli, Lord- Lieutenant 
of Humberside. 74; Miss Betty 
Callaway, ice-skating trainer. &8; 
Miss Sheila Cameron QC. Vicar- 
General of the Province of Canter- 
bury. 62; Air Marshal Sir Denis 
Crowley-MiHir^ 77; Mr Brian Han- 
rahan, broadcaster. 47; Mr David 
Ingman. former chairman. British 
Waterways Board. bS; The Very Rev 
Lawrence Jackson. Prowjst Emeritus 
of Blackburn. 7ft Dr Harry Kay. for- 
mer Vice-Chancellor. Exeter Uni- 
versity. 77; Mr Werner Klemperer, 
actor. 77; Sir Andrew Liovd Webber, 
composer. 4S; Mr Peicr McEvoy, 
(pilfer, 43; MrKari Malden, actor, 83; 
M Marcel Marceau, mime artist, 73; 
Mr Charles Pick, former managing 
director. Heineraann. 79; Sir Lyndvn 
Pid dling, former prime minister of the 
Bahamas. iyj: Sir Bryan Roberts 
QC Vice-President. Commonwealth 
Magistrates' and Judges’ Association, 
73; Mr Paul Rogers actor. 79; Mr 
Paul Schockemohle. show-jumper. 


51; Mr William Shatner. actor, 65: 
Mr Stephen Sondheim, composer 
and lyricist 66; Professor Sir Colin 
Spedding. Chairman. LfK Register of 
Organic Food Standards Board, 71: 
Lord Stokes, former president,. 
British Ley land, 32; Miss Mary 
larom. actress, 4& Mr Leslie Thomas, 
author. 65; Admiral Sir Richard 
Thomas, former Black Rod and 
Scijeanl-ai-Arms. House of Lords, 
64; Professor Sir Arnold tiiraberg. 
President, Royal College of Physi- 
cians, 62; Miss Fanny Waterman, pi- 
anist and teacher, 76; Professor 
David Watson, director, Brighton 
University, 47. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Ma ximi lian I, Holy Roman 
emperor. 1459; Sir Anthony van 
Dyck, painter, 1599; Giacomo In- 
sanguine, composer. 1728; .Anton 
Raphael Mcngs painter, 1728; Adam 
Sedgwick, geologist, 1785; WjThctm 
I. King of Prussia and Emperor of 
Germany, 1797; John Frederick 
Kenseti. artist. IS 16: Randolph 
Calderon, artist and illustrator, 1846: 


Carl August Nikolaus Rosa (Rose), 
violinist and composer, and founder 
of the opera company, 1842; Robert 
Andrews Millikan, physicist, 1868. 
Deaths: Thomas Carew. poet. 1639; 
John Canton, physicist, 1772; Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe, author, 1832; 
Thomas Hughes, jurist reformer 
and author. 1896: Frederic William 
Farrar, author and cleric, 1903; 
Ernest William Homung. novelist. 
1921: Benjamin Williams Leader, 
landscape painter, 1923; Louis Del- 
luc film director, screenwriter, nov- 
elist and critic, 1924; Michael Todd 
(Avram Goldenbogen), film pro- 
ducer, tailed 195$: Ben Lyon, actor, 
entertainer and producer. 1979; Sir 
Ri char d Sykes, ambassador to the 
Netherlands, shot dead 1979. On this 
day- the Order of the Templars was 
abolished by the Bspe, 1312; the Eng- 
lish were defeated by the Soots at An- 
jou. 1421; the National Gallery in 
London was founded by the purchase 
of 5S pictures from J J. Angerstm'n. 
1824; the English Football League 
was founded. 1SSS; Auguste and 
Louis Lumiefc made the fot demon- 
stration of motion pictures using cel- 


luloid 0m, Paris. IS95; colour pic- 
tures were printed in the New York 

JOusaaed Mirror, the first many news- 
paper, 1904; the liar of Russia was 
interned at TSarskoye Sclo (Dyet- 
skoye Seio). 1917; the Erst interna- 
tional airline service began. Dying 
betw e en Paris and Brussels weekly, 
1919; a Soviet government was 
formed in Budapest 1919; a land 
speed record of 272m ph was set up 
by Sir Malcolm ChmpbcD in iris car. 
Blue Bird, at Daytona Beach, Hon- 
da. 1933: the world’s first high- 
definition television service was in- 
augurated in Berlin. 1935; the Arab 
League was founded in Cairo, 1945; 
Jordan became independent. 1946; 
an attempt was made to abduct 
Princess .Anne in the Mall, London, 
1973. Ibday is die Feast Day of St 
Basil of Ancyra. St Benvenuto of Os- 
imo, St Deograti&s. St Nicholas 
Owen, St Nicholas von Flue and St 
Paul of Narbonne. 


Carracci. L an dscape with the Flight 
into Egypt”, 1pm. 

Tate Gallery: Elizabeth Co wling and 
John Honse, “Conversations on 
Cdzanne {hr) 1 *, 1pm. 

British Mnsesmu ffenny “The 
Cnxafirkm". 1.15pm. 

Stilling U ni ro aft r - Sir William Stew- 
art, “Science and Technology Policy 
- fact or fiction?". 6pm. 

RIBA Andritectnre Centre, London 
WI: David Bass. “Disaster and Duct- 
work", 630pm. 


Luncheons 

Consular Corps of London 
The March luncheon of the Consular 
Corps of London was held yesterday 
at the Britannia Hotel, Djodon Wl. 
Mr Max N. Robinson, Minister/ 
Counsellor for Consular. Affaire, 
American Embassy, was the guest 
speaker. Mr Willie S. Wilder, Pres- 
ident, also spoke, 


Mr Refer Reginald Covfell, to be cir- 
cuit judges, assigned to the South 
Eastern Circuit. 

M*s* Kaye CMbw; to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Bur undi (non- * 
resident). 

Mr John Francis Temple Bayilss, to 
be an Assistant Judge Advocate 
General. 

Judge John D. Cooke. Judge .of the 
Court of First Instance of the Euro- 
pean - Communities. to be an Hon- 
orary Bencher or the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln's Inn. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
‘telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins fa London at fc02pm_ 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS : - 

Uie Queen, accompaiied by'ibe Duke of 
Edinburgh, visits GtowwasUre. He 
^rtoeess Bagnd, PreshSeouSaveihc 03- 
drcn Rind, vtsB ihe Save the Children 
Fhnd Jftop, Monmouth, Oma, mends the 
- Women m Rftles Luncheon ai the.Gty 
Hah, Canflftand wshs St Metton’ s'Estate 
Project. Si Mellons Enterprise Centre, St 
Mkflons, CardiTE. The Dacfcess of Kent . 
opens the Fetcns Bunding. HuB thuvcr- 
sty; opens the ’Holdeniess CoaunQBhy - 
Health. That’s new Dmy Cere- Centre. 
Hull; and visits the Link-op Project at St 
Margaret's Church, Lon^ai Estate, HoH 
Humberside. • 

Cbangfciff of the Guard 

The. Household Cavalry Mounted JSegi- 
mart mounts the Queen's Life Guard «u 
Horae Guards, 11 am; la BauaHou Irish 
Guards mounts the. Queens Guard; « . 
toWngliniii Ehlact, 11,30am. band pri>- 
ridctTby the Irish Guards. » 


Lectures 


National GaHery: Alexander Sturgis, 
“Innocents Abroad (iv): Annibale 


Appointments 

Ms Mary Jane Stormont Mowat, Mr 
Auihody Robert Gan Scoo-GaU and 


Bidtal Synagogue® 9171-3874300. 

Federation of Synagognec 0181-282 
220. Onkm of Liberal and Pro- 
gressive Synagogues; 9171-588 3 663. 
Reform Sy n ag ogue s of Great Britain; 
0181-349 4731. Spanish and ftw* 
tegrese Jews CangrryiHan: 0171-289 
2573. New London Synagogue (Ma- 
s6rtf); 017T-328 1026. 


Wills ; f 

Mr Stanley William Wat, of Read"'. 
tag, Berkshire, left estate valued at . 
f 1,957,098 nci. • 

Mr Gordon Rassefl, of Hariemere; ^ 
Surrey, left estate valued ' 'at -' 
11^08^20 net. 
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Thames’ pot of gold turns out to be junk 


‘Essentially the 
company is retreating 
back to its core 
utility business. Dull 
and boring though 
that strategy might 
be, it's obviously the 
way forward' 


uin Thames V&ier was privatised in the 

dream? R ®£ ^tls, then chaimran, 

cheamt ofa diversjfied infemationa] wafer 

fmmmniW encompassing everything 
mm roniracimg through to waste manage- 
ment. He wanted to take Thames to all four 

J35S1 ? f tile wor,d - The boring old lowly 
servants who used to nm our wa 



lugu-getung, nichlynaid, 
option -incenuvised businessmen, cxactSue 
hmousmte, fhghls to exotic locations, and the 
pureun of the deaL lb help him create such 
a group, he recruited Mike Hoffman as chief 
executive. The aim was to have at least 20. 
P" p® 111 revenue derived from sources oth- 
er than the ccuraL regulated water utility 
business within five years. So they set about 
usmg the utility's money to make acquisitions. 

Strategically most of these appeared to 
make a good deal more sense than what 
others were doing. There were no hotels or 
holiday companies, for instance; nor has 
Thames ever been harebrained enough to 
try to merge with an electricity utility' (two 
of the others have). Rather. Thames con- 
centrated on businesses that were at least in 
some way related to water - mainly con- 
tracting and water treatment equipment. 

Whenever there is a pot of gold for diver- 
sification, however, it usually ends badly and 
Thames is no exception, five years after 
embarking on the search for other forms of 
revenue, Thames is now retrenching. The 


years of acquisition-making, flying the world 
and big salaries have in truth resulted in no 
more than a great ragbag of junk. Many of 
these companies, including the German 
contracting business, have been abject fail- 
ures. Collectively, they have added signifi- 
cant negative value to' the group. 

The cost of gening out is a whopping great 
£95m. Out loo goes the chief architect of the 
strategy, Mr Hoffman, with his golden 
| handshake still to negotiate. Did he jump or 
‘ was he pushed? In the end, it was probably 
a mixture of both, for ii was Mr Hoffman 
who headed up the review of operations that 
led to yesterdays write-offs. By the time it 
was complete, it was obvious not only that 
■ the City would require a scapegoat but that 
there was not much of u job left for him lo 
do; Mr Hoffman was chief executive of the 
group but the money-earning utility’ business 
has always been managed by others. 

Thames is to keep six of Lhe big interna- 
tional projects it is involved in. afl of them 
m water delivery and treatment of some sort. 
But essentially the company is retreating 
back to its core utility business. Dull and bor- 
ing though that strategy might be. it's obvi- 
ously the way forward. Mr Hufiman's depar- 
ture comes hard on the heels of the top 
management dcar-oui at Yorkshire Water. | 
The circumstances arc very different, of ! 
course, but there is a theme here. Lax reg- I 
illation in the early years of privatisation i 
lends to mean that even managements of 


questionable qualiiv can prosper, their J a tills 
and mistakes hidden by a cascade o! monop- 
oly profit. As public expectations rise, and 
the regulatory screw lightens, only the best 
management teams are going to flourish. 
The shakeout in utility management has a 
lot further to run. 

Why has Severn Trent 
picked on South West? 

I n balance-sheet terms, a Severn Trent 
takeover of South West Water looks a per- 
fectly respectable deal, and beats the rival 
proposal from Wessex Water hands down. 
It is when you look at ether aspens of the 
deal that it seems not quite right. Fim. the 
arithmetic, which is hard to fault. Bath po- 
tential bidders can afford to pay cash. Bui 
Severn Trent has low borrowings and at a cap- 
italisation of £2.3 bn is nearly three times the 
size of both Wessex and South WesL 
The gearing of a Severn-South West com- 
bination would rise to no more than 70 per 
cent, interest cover would not tali to less than 
4.5 and at £7 a share such a deal would raise 
earnings by 15-31 per cent, according to Smith 
New Court. No contest then. In terms of 
financial engineering it make* eminent sense 
for the biggest water company to swallow the 
smallest, rather than have two tiddlers merge. 

Niggling doubts remain, however. Why 
has Severn Trent settled on a bid for the onk 


water company currently under offer when 
there so many other fish left in the pond? 
This pitches ft into a contested bid that - 
desoile promises not to overpay - could 
make South West Veteran expensive propo- 
sition. Furthermore, Wessex has a better fit 
with South West that could justify it forcing 
the price up. The two have a common bor- 
der and could probably make more opera- 
tional savings than a company based in 
Coventry. Much of the argument Lynnnaise 
dcs Eaiix used for buying Northumbrian 
Water was based on the fact that it already 
owned the water company next door. 

The best explanation for Severn Trent's 
choice is caution. South West Water is small 
enough to be easily digestible at £750m. On 
that basis it would make just as much sense 
to bid for Wessex, which is the same size. The 

other explanation is that Severn figures a bid 
for a non -contiguous company stands a bet- 
ter chance with the regulator" who is suspi- 
cious that mergers berween adjacent com- 
panies will consolidate big regional 
monopolies. If this line of reasoning is cor- 
rect. it could tip the balance of Lhe bid. 


j Inflation is 
; not dead yet 

■ Tnflation is dead, according to 
• lmost prominent economic 


one of the City's 
prominent economic commentators. 
Roaer Boodc of HSBC Markets. The trouble 


with epitaphs like this is that they often have 
a nasty habit of signalling a new hurst of life. 

It is indeed a generation since Britain 
enjoved such a gpod inflation performance, 
as the Prime Minister was swift to point out 
again in the House of Commons yesterday 
in response to the excellent inflation figures 
announced earlier. Mr Major and his Chan- 
cellor deserve congratulations. The question 
is whether the good performance will last for 
another generation. 

The debate is between those who think 
there has been a profound structural change 
in the economy and those who believe the 
bad old British 'tendencies have merely been 
tempered by recent trends. Mr Bootle's 
case is that global competition, technology 
and labour market deregulation have made 
the inflation process irrevocably different. In 
the opposite camp are those who think wage 
pressures and margin building are not as bad 
as they were hut have not been obliterated. 

In the pessimists' favour is the fact that 
every other economy is also enjoying the 
lowest inflation for a generation. And 
Britain's headline rate - which fell to 2.7 per 
cent in February - remains above inflation 
on a comparable basis in 11 out of our 14 
EU partners and five of the six G7 countries. 

Nobody is suggesting that economic pol- 
icy in Britain is so irresponsible that we will 
see inflation returning to 25 per cent. But 
the gloomier forecasts suggesting 5 per 
cent within a few years are entirely possible. 


Stock Exchange 
gives go-ahead to 
trading reforms 


JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Stock Exchange emerged 
yesterday from months of bit- 
ter controversy to give the green 
light to a potentially radical re- 
form of the way shares are 
traded in London. A- fully au- 
tomated order-matching sys- 
tem for the FT-SE 100 stocks is 
to replace the tradition of mar- 
ket makers quoting buy and sell 
orders, bringing the City into 
line with all. international 
financial centres. 

But the compromise blessed 
by the Stock Exchange’s board 
bore the marks of ’the lengthy • 
struggle by the powerful mar- 
ket makers and some of 
Britain’s biggest institutional 
investors against the rushed 
change initially sought by the 
Exchange executive. 

The board said it now expects . 
spring 1997 to. be the earliest 
date for the introduction of the . 
new trading services. By limit- 
ing the future order book to the 
FT-SE 100, and most likely to 
restricting the size of potential 
orders, the compromise reform 
trill also allow the big market 
makers to carry on their dom- 
inant business in London pret- 
ty much as before. 

A statement by the board said 
the order book [ %til be com- 
bined with block trading, main- 
taining the ability of large 
players in the London market 



Men who make markets: 
Giles Vardey, (left) and 
Michael Marks 

toctihtimietd "lake risks ‘arid 
commit capital' - 

The row over the nature and 
pace of the hading reforms 
was one of the mairi reasons be- 
hind .the dramatic sacking at the 
beginning of this year of 
Michael Lawrence, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Stock Exchange. 
He subsequently accused a 
small group of market makers 
on the board, principally Don- 
ald Brydon of BZW and 
Michael Macks of Merrill Lynch 
(formally Smith New Court) of 
mo unting a coup a gain st him to 
head on reforms they feared 
would damage their livelihoods. 
Mr Brydon and Mr Marks have 
denied the. accusations. 

The recommendation for a 
public limit order book accept- 
ed yesterday was put forward 
unanimously by a special Stock 


Exchange steering committee 
comprising a majority of mar- 
ket makers. “There "has been 
something of a change of 
heart," said one. “There has 
been a recognition that we have 
got to make this system work." 
Giles Vardey, director of 
market development at the Ex- 
change said: “It was a good 
meeting, there is a good 
consensus." 

But the recent consultation on 
the proposed reforms by the Ex- 
change showed an overwhelm- 
ing desire for more time, and 
considerable concerns among 
big institutions about preserving 
liquidity."' 

“We are talking about a vast 
number of issues, IT regulation, 
rules. We are all in favour, but 
what practitioners are saying is 
that this is highly complicated 
and we need more time to fi- 
nalise the proposal,” said a 
board member. 

Putting off the introduction 
until the spring at the earliest 
met strong pleas from IT de- 
partments thar they want to get 
the adaptation to the Crest 
electronic settlement system 
out of the way before starting 
on another large innovation. 
The final stage of the Ex- 
change’s modernisation of its 
trading platform. Sequence Six, 
will go ahead as planned on 27 
August, but its new trading ser- 
vice capability will not be acti- 
vated until much later. 


Bad day for jobs: Redundancies hit privatised railway, plane-maker and cut-price shops 

South West Trains to sack hundreds 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

A sweeping redundancy pro- 
gramme is expected to be an- 
nounced within day's by South 
West Trains, the first privatised 
rail company, now operated by 
Stagecoach, Britain's largest 
bus company. 

Llnion officials and manage- 
ment are due to meet today to 
discuss the redundancy plan, 
which is expected to be carried 
out over the next few weeks. 

Several hundred of the 4.000 
staff are likely to be made re-, 
dundant and unions fear that 
they will be offered terms less 
generous than those available 
under the old BR agreement. 


which are more than double the 
statutory minimum. 

South West Trains admitted 
last month, shortly after Lhe 
takeover by Stagecoach, that 
125 white collar si aft were be- 
ing made redundant, including 
a quarter of senior managers, 
in a first round of cuts, it 
warned then that further re- 
ductions in the workforce were 
inevitable. 

South West Trains is under 
pressure to make sharp cuts in 
expenditure because the fran- 
chise was won by Stagecoach 
with a very low bid. 

In BR's last year of man- 
agement, the line received a 
subsidy of £h3-5ra. but Stage- 
coach is due to receive only 


£54.7m in the forthcoming fi- 
nancial year. 

Yesterday. Peter Field, man- 
aging director of South West 
Trains, warned on BBC Radio 
4's Today lhai a restructuring of 
the company was planned and 
said: “Several hundred jobs will 
go at the end of the day." 

Job losses are likely to be tar- 

t eted most severely at the 400 
cadquarters staff as layers of 
management are removed a 
standard Stagecoach approach 
when taking over companies. 
They are also expected to hit the 
2.000 staff employed to look 
after stations, sell tickets and see 
off trains. 

The company is likely to 
avoid trying to reduce the num- 


ber of drivers because of their 
industrial muscle. 

Mr Field promised that no 
station would be desiaffed by 
these latest cuts and that there 
would be no reduction in the 
ticket office opening hours. 

However, the cuts were 
seized upon by Labour as show- 
ing that privatisation will lead 
lo massive job losses. 

Gare Short, Labour's shadow 
transport secretary, said: “There 
is no reason to suspect that 
these type of job cuts will not be 
repealed by the other ope ratons. 
There will be an adverse effect 
on services, with fewer staff at 
stations and greater pressure on 
the health and safety of both staff 
and the public.” 



Warning: Clare Short said 
job cuts would be repeated 


Fokker blow to Shorts workers 


RUSSEU. HOTTEN 

Shorts, the Belfast aerospace 
company, confirmed yesterday 
that l,0ti0 jobs would be lost be- 
cause of the collapse of Fokker, 
but believed it could limit com- 
pulsory cuts to around 300. 

Shorts has asked the UK 
government if it could switch 
300 production workers to 
training programmes in prepa- 
ration for contracts the com- 

S expects to became 
ible. later this year. 

The company, which makes 
wings for the Dutch aircraft 
group, said about 540 temporary 
employment contracts would be 
ended over the next three 
months, and about 250 volun- 
tary losses were likely. 

Shorts closed production of 


Fokker 100/70 wings last Friday 
after the Dutch government 
failed to find a buyer for the 
company, majority-owned bv 
Germany's Daimler-Benz. 

Ken Brundle, vice-president 
of Shorts, said yesterday that his 
company was "pursuing poten- 
tial new business opportunities 
in the civil and military sectors. 

These included bids for gov- 
ernment defence programmes 
such as the Replacement Mar- 
itime Patrol Aircraft, in which 
Shorts is teamed with British 
Aerospace. It is also involved in 
a missiles tender with Texas 
Instruments. 

-Decisions on these pro- 
grammes are expected later 
this year. Success on these im- 
portant programmes, whilst 
thev would not create an im- 


mediate replacement of pro- 
duction work, would create sig- 
nificant job opportunities in 
Short s in the next four years," 
Mr Brundle said. 

“We are reasonably opti- 
mistic. We had the opportuni- 
ty to decide who we would 
partner on these tenders. We se- 
lected BAe and Texas Instru- 
ments because we thought they 
were the best products and we 
thought they had the best op- 
portunities for success.” 

Shorts, owned by Canada's 
Bombardier, had become a 
sombre place, he told the 
Reuters news agency. “There is 
a sense of loss and a sense of 
sadness. The Fokker assembly 
line has been right at the heart 
of our main factory' operations 
for the best part of 30 years." 


Discount retailer may 
axe 300 staff in 27 stares 


Some 300 jobs are in jeopardy 
following the collapse of the dis- 
count retailer Everything's a £. 
writes Roger Trapp- 

Scott Barnes and Andrew 
Conquest of accountants Grant 
Thornton, who were appointed 
receivers yesterday, are hope- 
ful of finding buyers for some 
of the 27 stores either individ- 
ually or in small groups. 

The chain based on the US 
“dollar store" concept was 
founded in 1992 by Bruce Coe 
and George Lesiak, with the first 
store specialising in gifts, food 
and cleaning products opening 
at Newcastle's Gateshead shopP 
ping centre. Since then, the 
Peterborough -based group has 
spread all over Britain, includ- 


ing the South-east, where there 
are four to five outlets. Annual 
turnover reached about £12m, 
but losses since the start-up are 
approaching £2m. Many of the 
approximately 300 workers are 
part-time shop assistants. 

Mr Barnes, head of corporate 
recovery at Grant Thornton, 
said the firm was already talk- 
ing to “a number of parties in- 
terested in either small chains 
of stores or in individual stores". 
It was optimistic that some out- 
lets could be sold. 

He and Mr Conquest have 
appointed Mark Williams, a 
director of property agents 
DTZ Debenham Thorpe, to 
assess and market the portfolio 
of stores. 


Weekend breaks with 



.INDEPENDENT 


W e would like to invite you to take a 
weekend break and stay two nights 
for the price of one. In conjunction 
with Queens Moat Houses Hotels, our offer 
allows you to pay for one night’s bed and break- 
fast and get the next night, including break- 
fast, free. Rates are based on two adults 
sharing a twin or double room and the only 
stipulation is that your weekend break must 
include a Saturday*. •* 

You can choose from 82 hotels located 
throughout the UK, ranging from countoy hous- 
es and cosy inns, to modem hotels in the heart 
of city centres. All are three or four star prop-, 
erties and many will allow you to enjoy a tonp 
stay on the same basis, pay for two nights 
and stay for four, for example, tou can check 

this when making your booking. 

To add to our offer, children under sixteen 
can stay free when sharing a room with two 
adults, plus children under six can breakfast 
free. For those of you who are feeling ener- 
getic, many of the hotels offer a Body Club 
or Club Moativation Health and Fitness Cen- 
tre which you are free to use. . 

Pictured here is Briggens House Hotel in 
Ware. Hertfordshire. Previously the home of 
Lord AUenham. the 17th cemuty 
stands in 80 acres of parkland. Thehotel^ 
its own professional, nine-hole gptf MU £®- 
The Bridgeman restaurant offers unique and 
creative dishes for which it is renownecUA 
double room for two people for two nights 

costs just £90. 

* Apart frtw the 

BiJfeslev Manor near Stratfbnd which 

fSL to stays Sunday-Thursday. Soma hotels - • 


County 

Hotels 


2 nights for the price of 1 



MOAT 

house 



BfttGOENS HOUSE HOTEL, WARE, HERTFORDSHIRE. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. The offer is valid until 5 May 1996. Some 
hcitete will extend the offer until 26 May 
1996, please check when making your 
booking, 

2. This offer is only valid based upon two peo- 
ple sharing a iwtnWouble bedroom for a 
mmrmum of two consecutive nights accom- 
modation including full national breakfast. 

3. AD reservations are subject to availability 
and allocation of suitable bedrooms being 
available. 

4. Children under su years of age 'when sharing 
a room with two adults will stay and eat free 
for bed and national breakfast only. 

5. Children aged sn to fifteen years when 
sharing a room with two Bduhs will stay free 
and be charged £4 far national breakfast 
per child per day. 

6. Cbrldren accommodated in thar own room 
wiB be charged the same independent rare as 
adults. No further discounts are applicable. 

7. Full payment, including extras, is to be set- 
tled poor to departure from your selected 
hotel. 

S. The offer is only valid when you book 
through QUEENS-UNE UK Reservations, 
0645 113311. quoting 'Independent Of- 
ter at me time of booking. Lines are open 
8 am - 6.30 pm weekdays. 9 am - 4.30 
pm at weekends and Bank Holidays. 

9. Cancellations are to be notified to QUEENS- 
ONE UK Reservations as soon as possible 
and are accepted up to 4 pm on the pro- 
posed day of arrival. 

10. 7his offer cannot toe used in conjunction 
wrth any other offer, or promotion and is 
not valid tor special events, theatre breaks, 
natf-boato arrangements, luxury weekends 
or weekaway programmes. 

11. Offers only apply if the hotel s managed by 
a company in me Queens Moat Houses 
Croup at the nme a reservation is made. 

12. Photocopies of tokens and the vouchee 

are unacceptable. 

13. The weekend break prizes are each worth 
up to a mawmum of £3d4 and must be 
taken before 31 August 1996. subject to 
availability. 


HOW TO QUALIFY 

To quality for your 2 for 1 weekend break, you 
must collect four differently numbered tokens 
from trie seven we are printing until Saturday 
23 March. Ybu will need to attach them to 
the voucher which we printed in Wednesday’s 
Independent. In case you missed it, we will 
print another voucher tomorrow, the final day 
of our offer, with our last token. Token 7. 

HOW TO BOOK 

For a Town & Country Classic Weekend Break 
brochure call 0541 543 500 quoting "Inde- 
pendent Offer”. Once you have chosen your 
hotel call QUEENS-UNE UK Reservations on 
0645 1.13311. quoting Independent Offer", 
four confirmation will then be sent out within 
48 hours. Please remember to take your vouch- 
er and four differently numbered tokens to your 
hotel, they must be presented on arrival. 

£7;000 OF WEEKEND BREAKS 

TO BE WON 

Today is your last chance to win one of four 
weekend breaks. Each prize entitles two peo- 
ple to a two night bed and breakfast week- 
end break at the hotel of their choice. For 
a chance to win one of our prizes, simply call 
the following number: 0891 252 999. 

fou will be asked to answer one simple ques- 
tion and leave your name, address and tele- 
phone number. Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times. 
Four winners will be picked at random from 
all correct entrants after lines close at mid- 
night tonight. Normal Newspaper Publishing 
pic rules apply. The Editor's decision is final. 


Weekend breaks 

TOKEN 6 
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market report/shares 


msmm 


FT-SE 100 

3698.3+12.9 


Blue chips modest, but second-liners show their strength 


FT-SE 250 
4297.4+15.2 
FT-SE 350 
1860.5 +6.5 
SEAQ VOLUME 
842m shares, 
40,076 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.66 +0.21 



FMAMJJASONDJF 


Blue chips may be ducking 
and diving and going nowhere 
very' fasi bul second-liners are 
displaying a clean sel of heels. 

As the 100 shares which 
make up the FT-SE blue chips 
index managed modest head- 
way the next 250 shares - con- 
stituents of the second-line 
index - put on another robust 
display, hitting another peak of 
4.297.4 points with a 15.2 gain. 

This yawning gap between 
the two indices is seen as fur- 
ther evidence that, at least at 
present, the London market of- 
fers two unrelated experiences. 

The 10Q blue chips arc vic- 
tims uf interest rates and New 
York, while the 250 shares are 
viewed as offering a much 
more representative view of the 
UK economy, illustrating the 
revival in building and engi- 
neering shares as well as the 
new speculative strength of 
the utilities. 

Second-liners for Jong 
lagged behind blue chips - but 


they have more than made up 
for their reticence in the past 
few weeks, hitting six peaks this 
month while the blue chip in- 
dex has, at best, drifted. And 
it was their turn to catch the eye- 
once again yesterday. 

Wassail, the conglomerate, 
gained 23p to 310p, reflecting 
figures: South West Water 
spurted 44p to 659p as Severn 
Trent jostled with Wessex 
Water to mount a bid- 

Northern Foods, which has 
for long been in the doldrums, 
drew strength from its in- 
volvement in meats, other than 
beet and bullish coalmen is 
from Mces Pierson’s John 
Marshall who is shooting for an 
uninspiring £121m this year 
and looking for £154m next 
The shares gained 10p to 204p. 

The B5E sufferers were 
Sims Food, off 9p at 22p, and 
Whitchurch, headed by former 
Hard Rock Cafe chief Bany 
Cox, down 6p at 40p. Grand 
Metropolitan, the Burger King 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


group, gained 5p to 434p. Elec- 
trophoreses. which is devel- 
oping a system for quickly 
detecting BSE from blood 
samples, jumped I7p to 152p. 

Guinness responded to flat 
figures with a 1 l_5p fall to 
4ti0.5p and. in a thin market. 
Young's Brewery enjoyed a 
rare fcrmcnL with the voting 
shares up 37p to 550p and the 
non voters 35p higher at 503p. 
Guinness Peat, rite financial 
group run by New Zealand en- 
trepreneur Sir Ron Brier ley, is 
stake building. 

Austin Reed edged ahead an- 
other 2p to 234 p on expecta- 
tions of corporate action while 
Nurdin & Peacock - the cash 
and carry group where SHV, 


the Dutch investment group is 
hovering - held at 156p. 

Lucas Industries, soon to 
lose chief executive George 
Simpson to GEC. motored 
7p to 209p. equal its years 

high. Since it became dear that 
Mr Simpson was off to meet 
fresh challenges the shares 
have drawn support on the 
view that Lucas is vulnerable 
to a take over strike. The 
shares were down to 172p in 
December. . 

. T ham es Water jumped 17p 
to 575p on its reorganisation 
and WH Smith, on renewed 
take over speculation, gained 
13p to 437p. 

Drug shares enjoyed a late 
run as SBC Warburg produced 


a basket warrant on the sector. 
Smith Kline Beecham gained 
2$p to 6S4p. Glaxo WeEkome, 
helped by. upbeat data on a 
genital herpes treatment, end- 
ed 14p to the good at 819p. 

Flare, the Ian Gowrie-Smith 
industrial vehicle announced 
the expected acquisitions and 
a cash call, ending the day 6p. 
higher at 181p. 

MAID, the information 
group, manag ed a 2p gain to 

228p. Easynet, an internet ser- 
vice provider where MAID has . 
15 per cent, has delayed its 
market debut until Wednesday. 

Fulmar, a high tech com- 
mensal primer, moved from a 
154p placing to close at 18$p; 


cd at 135p reached 178p. Sil- 
ver Shield, a windscreen ^roup 
which attracted a 60 million 
turnover, moved 0.75p from its 
placing price to 3.75p. 

Voss Net, a computer group 
traded on AIM, surged 153p 
to 413p as a possible US take 


over materialised. Its main 
shareholder, with 52,97 per- 
cent of the capital, has condi- 
tionally accepted an offer of 
130p cash and 3S0p m re- 
deemable shares in me bidder, 
a company called Petra. 

Stanford Rook, the TB 
treatment group, surged 70p 
to a 580p peak on an encour- 
aging statement. Lloyds 
Chemists was firm at 472p; 
The European GommisskMi 
is expected to decide today 

whether to investigate the bids 
from Gehe of Germany , and 
UaiChem or pass the issue . 
back to the UK . 

. Rodime, Which is little more 
than a. litigation play* more ; 
-than doubled fo 4.25p: This 
once-prpud pioneer of com-.: 
puterdisk technology has un- 
dertaken a restructuring to 
allow it to continue pursuing 
its claim against Seagate, an- 
other pioneer which has grown, 
into one of the world's leading 
disk drive makers. - ■ ■ 


TAKING STOCK 


□BrafttcIUfe Aggregates 
shaded to 27p on profits, 
hit by.lil^gation.chaiges, of 
£L4m against £L6 ql Around 

£2L2m seemslifeely this-yean 

Anthony Hanson and fttoi ■ 
Kaye (fonncrdirectors) and 
{Heads have 27 per cent pins. 

loan stock convertible into 
3ii percenL Their inten t i o ns 
are andean 

QMid States, a US car parts 

distributor where profits are 

under pressure held at 40p. ; 
Botton Internationa] has • 
built a 14.3 per cent stake, . 
behind which stands the • 
Irish entrap reoeur Dermot 
Desmond, who acquired \ 

London Oly Airport for a, : 
knockdown £14L5mJ&st yean 

□Phoenix Timber, a property 
pjreservatioiL groups has 
enjoyed a romp since it 
aiuoaiKed a £2L2meash caff. 
The shares,18p at thetfme, 
gained 3p to 29p- : 
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Why Invest in our Finance 

MBA? 

• Taught by internationally renowned 
faculty 

• Broad management education and 
advanced training in finance 

• City of London location & contacts 

• 12 month full-time programme 

• Studentships of up to £4,500 

To find out mom, can Liz Taylor on +44 
(0)171 477 8606/7/8 (fax +44 (0)171 477 
8898; email LTaylorQcity.ac.uk). 

Teaching and rvsoarvtt excoUvnco in London 
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business 




‘boom and bust’ is 
the vital business ingredient 


Qitline a few years ago as aflv 
Oon die wall in the office of 
a small firm str uggling for suit 
vivaJ, the cause ofite danger to 
the company and its staff was 
plain to see. 

Forget government red tape, 
late payment by suppliers and 
all the rest of the problems that 
John Major and Tbny Blair 

have been chewing over in pub- 
lic for the last 10 days in their 
attempts to win the small busi- 
ness vote. What was really dri- 
ving the firm to the brink was 
horribly simple. 

It had expanded to keep up 
with demand during the boom 
years and was now being cru- 
cified in an unexpectedly severe 
recession, which had its cus- 
tomers diving for coyer and can- 
celling their orders. 

The result was cutbacks, re- 
dundancies and a soa ring debt 
to the bank, which agreed to 
continue the overdraft only af- 
ter an enormous squabble over 
the assets which the bank held 
as security. - 

Hundreds of thousands of 
small firms went through this 
searing experience during and 
after the lak recession, with clo- 
sures exceeding start-ups by 
nearly half a million between 
1991 and 1993. 

Some of the afflicted firms 
had seen much the same hap- 
pen 10 years earlier. Unlike the 
most recent incident, which hit 
hardest in die service industries 



INDUSTRY VIEW 

PETER RODGERS 


and property, that first episode 
was devastating for small man- 
ufacturers, and a whole gener- 
ation was wiped out. 

The two recessions together 
did more damage to Britain’s 
entrepreneurs than the myriad 
of financial and other obstacles 
to small business growth that 
have been identified in a suc- 
cession of worthy tomes going 
back 66 years to the Macmillan 
report in. 1930. (This discovered 
a shortage of finance for small 
firms known as the “equity 
gap.” and led to the establish- 
ment after the war of the 
Industrial and Commercial Fi- 
nance Corporation - now 
known as 3i_) 

The roller-coaster UK econ- 
omy has almost certainly dis- 
torted the way small businesses 
behave, encouraged entrepre- 
neurs into property rather than 
manufacturing and services and 
damaged investment and 
growth. It is no surprise, only 
three years after the tail end of 
the last recession, that the im- 
pact is still dearly visible on the 
behaviour of entrepreneurs. 

A survey published on Mon- 
day by Binder Hamlyn of 3,000 


small firms painted a particu- 
larly depressing picture. It 
emerged that the main con- 
straint on expansion was not the 
raft of complaints about red 
tape and the rest, but the un- 


willingness of owner-managers 
'landhard 


candy worse record for intro- 
ducing new produce than those 
in Germany and Ireland. 

A related symptom is that en- 
trepreneurs continue to worry 
rather more about how to get 
their wealth out of their com- 
panies than about reinvesting it, 
which is a perfectly rational 
response to uncertainty about 
the future. 

Capita] gains, inheritance 
tax and the Tow level of invest- 
ment incentives are claimed to 


— — __ be a disincentive to the growth 

to put up with the pain and hard of small businesses, and both 
work involved in rapid growth. John Major and Tony Blair 
■ An Anglo-German survey have promised to look at the tax 
of 3J>00 firms which was re- regime in their attempts to 
leased on Wednesday by the curry favour with the small 
universities of Belfast and business lobby. But this is in re- 
Strathdyde found that small ality a side issue now that the 
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ranee, income and capital gains 
are down to 40 per cenL 

That said, there is still much 
that can be done to improve the 
services available to small firms 
from the Government, the 
banking and the venture capi- 
tal industry. Bui there are no 
simple recipes, which is why the 
competition between John Ma- 
jor and Tony Blair to court the 
small firms vote has proven so 
sterile. 

The most curious aspect of 
Mr Blair's polin’ for small busi- 
ness, announced in a speech in 
Lhe City on Wednesday, is how- 
much it overlaps with that 
developed by Michael Hesel- 
tine. when President of the 
Board of Trade, and continued 
by Ian Lang, his successor. 

Each side has even taken to 
claiming the other is pinching 
its best ideas. It was Labour, for 
example, that first suggested a 
national network of Business 
Links to supply one-stop advice 
services to small firms. 

Mr Blair could hardly have 
used his key policy speech on 
Wednesday’to deliver anything 
other than a promise Lo improve 
the network once he gets into 
power. It will be a centrepiece 
of bis small firms policy. 

With so much consensus hid- 
den behind the political mud- 
slinging, it has become 
desperately hard for Labour to 
make a distinctive contribu- 
tion to the debate. 



The roller coaster: Many entrepreneurs have moved out of industry Photograph: FT 


Plans from the last manifesto 
for a state-owned small business 
bank have been dropped as im- 
practical, and replaced with an 
offer of financial advice, offered 
through Business Links, and a 
pooled insurance scheme for 
venture capitalists. 

Both sides say they will 
review the small firms loan 
guarantee scheme, cut red tape, 
improve insolvency procedures 
and use the Internet to offer ad- 
vice on exports. When it comes 
to shopping lists like these, 
the small firms lobbies are 
pushing at an open door now 
that they have both the main 
parties chasing the votes of 
entrepreneurs. 

How on earth, the policy- 
makers must have asked them- 
selves. can lony get a headline 


that would differentiate the 
Labour product from the Gov- 
ernment’s? 

The answer must have come 
in a flash when John Major - 
in a speech 10 days ago - 
poured cold water on the idea 
of legislation for statutory in- 
terest payments on overdue 
debts. Mr Blair seized on this, 
undeterred by the fact that ail 
but one of the main business 
lobbying organisations now 
believe that statutory interest 
would cause more problems 
than it solves. 

Late payment of debts is 
worth tackling, even if the best 
that can be achieved in practice 
is to embarrass firms into com- 
plying by forcing publication of 
their payment records, a pro- 
posal that both Mr Blair and Mr 


Major happen to agree about. 
But as a way of transforming the 
lot of Britain's small firms, the 
late payment issue may prove 
as much a red herring as the at- 
tempt three years ago to blame 
all the problems of entrepre- 
neurs on the banks. 

Labour's most significant 
policy development for small 
firms has nothing to do with late 
payments, venture capital in- 
surance, or reform of education 
and training. 

The really important issue for 
small firms is whether Mr Blair 
can deliver Labour’s new com- 
mitment to a stable economy, 
free of the two devastating 
booms and busts that plagued 
Lady Thatcher's reign and de- 
stroyed the businesses of so 
many of her natural supporters. 
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ARL seek injunction to 
stop Global League 




Rugby Leagre 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

The Australian Rugby League 
is going back to court today to 
seek injunctions to stop Mau- 
rice Lindsay and 311 Super 
League-aligned players selling 
up ihcir own competition. 

Lindsay, the chief executive 
of the British Rugby League and 
of Super League in Europe, an- 
nounced a 10-team Global 
League earlier this week, claim- 
ing that it had nothing to do with 
Rupert Murdoch's News Cor- 
poration, which has been barred 
from starling its Australian Su- 
per League before the vear 
2000. 

Global League is scheduled 
to kick off next weekend, but the 
ARL will argue strongly that it 
is merely a back-door method 
of selling up Super League 
and as such should be blocked. 

The arguments, which arc ex- 
pected to spill over into next 
week when the ARL seeks fiir- 


ther orders against News Coip. 
are likely to detain Lindsay in 
Australia, despite the fact that 
the European Super League 
starts next Friday. 

Meanwhile, only four of the 
planned 10 games in the delayed 
first round of the ARLs Optus 
Cup will go ahead this weekend. 

The eight clubs which tried 
to leave and set up Super 
League have been ordered by 
the courts to return to the 
ARL, but seven of them say that 
they cannot field teams while 
their players are refusing to play 
in the ARLs competition. 

The eighth, the Auckland 
Warriors, offered to field a 
side, but as they were due to 
plav one of the other Super 
League clubs, the Brisbane 
Broncos, their availability was 
academic. 

Brisbane. Canberra, Canter- 
bury. Cronulla, North Queens- 
land. Penrith and the Western 
Reds have all forfeited their 
matches. 

The dubs said in a statement 


that they regretted taking that 
action, but that they had no 
choice “as the players had again 
stated that they did not wish to 
play for the clubs in the ARL 
competition''. 

The Bradford Bulls coach, 
Brian Smith, is confident that 
both Graeme Bradley and 
Bernard Dwyer will be fit for 
their Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
semi-final against Leeds at 
Huddersfield tomorrow. 

The two players, who have 
been included in a 16-man 
squad, will have fitness tests to- 
day. although Smith might de- 
lay n amin g his team until 
shortly before kick-off. 

Leeds are due to name their 
side today with all the indica- 
tions that George Mann, nor- 
mally a second-rower, will play 
stand-off. The Headingley side 
are bidding for a hat-trick of 
Wembley appearances this 
year, having lost there to 
Wigan in each of the past two 
seasons. 

The League is insisting that 


the future of the Challenge 
Cup is not in doubt afLer this 
season and that negotiations 
with the BBC are proceeding. 

Paris Si-Germain. France's 
representatives in the Euro- 
pean Super League, have 
named the Test centre Pierre 
Chamorin as their captain, 
ahead of the more fancied can- 
didate. Patrick EntaL 

Two former Sheffield players. 
Laurent Luccbese and Freder- 
ic Banquet, are in the Paris side 
for the opening Super League 
game against their old club. 
Also included are former Pol- 
ish rugby union captain Gre- 
gory Kacala, and two 
Australians. Todd Brown and 
Jason Sands. 

The former Salford and 
Widnes winger, Adrian Hadley, 
is the latest player to decide on 
a return to rugby union. Hadky 
has signed to play for Sale, but 
unlike his fellow Welsh in- 
ternational John Devereux, 
will not maintain a parallel 
league career. 





Britsoris Olympic kit modeled yesterday by (front, left to rigit) athtetss DuTUne Ladejo and Denise Lewis; araTcycfist Yvonne 
MacGre^ (rear) rowers Matthew Ptnsent (left) and Steve Redgrave flank hockey keeper Simon Mason . /: Photogaph: ABsport 


OLIVER- I BELIEVE IN EMPOWERING. 
TRUSTING ANP RESPECTING ALL 
OUR CUSTOMERS. 

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION IS T < 
THE KEY-WORP FOR THE 90s. U( 


■Hue WORLD 

& ©LAI K I 


5IR, ITS RANPALL FROM HI5 
CARPHONE. HE’S CLOSE 
TO CLINCHING A SALE WITH 
SOME CLIENTS. 


2£; 


NO. 18 


QUICK. TELL HIM TO FAX OUR 
LAWYERS NOW. LET'S GET THE 
CONTRACT OUT TO THEM 
BEFORE THE IDIOTS 
CHANGE THEIR MINP5. 






MERCURY CAN SHOW YOU 
HOW THEIR MOBILE SOLUTIONS 
ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TO CLOSE 
PEALS IN MINUTES RATHER 


r THAN WEEKS. PLEASE TREAT 
THIS BENEFIT WITH RESPECT. 


LATER . . . 




HOW COME YOU LOST THE 
CONTRACT, RANPALL? ^ 


1 PLUGGEP THE MOPEM 
INTO THE ASH TRAY BY MISTAKE 
ANP THE IPIOT 5 HAP TIME TO 
CHANGE THEIR MINP5. 


c ^ /-? 


\ tv 

-s. \mS 




£ 



FreeCall 0500 500 400 

Mercury nnirmiimiiati n ns limited, lew Mercury House, 26 Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4HQ. 
http://www.mercnry.co.uk 


mUSRCURY 

cor.-swsuwaCAT.ONS 

When mankind meets machine, Mercury can help 


HYPERION 

2L10 Majboor Yafooz 2L40 Majors Legacy 3110 Ground- Nut 
3.45 World Express 4.15 Alio George 4.45 Admiral Bnmy 
5.15Johnny-K . ' 

Going: Oonri in Soft - • 

■ Bt^n-hand cuuaw with .'WGjrd'run-hi. ‘ ' ' , ' * ' " . - - 

■ Rat'ecoursc is north of city on A49. Hereford riflway snaaon is xintle away AD- - 
MISSION: Ctub&IZ-.TuttnaUs &9; coune enctomt S5.CAK PARK: Fdttt 


WMNEHS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASSr Now. - • i. • 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Rowrfy If » i»hi (5.16) has berai Sant 19L> oiks fron B Rctfv- 
neffs MUlon vial*? in North Yoricslilre Aedm (1.15) sent IQSmika fioinG EnnsJA's 
Levee aabk- in East Sonsnc AQo George (4- 16VS BM For Tools (4.CT) ML 1 1 4 mlk» 
limn A Newunibv'!) Hinm-haw stable m Devon; RaJivN-Sttn (. 1.101 seal itls miles tram J 
L Itams'a Eaal<tt0 stable m Leicestershire; Gronml Nil (& 10 1 sen 194 rate ftuui fi Buck- 
ler s Metphsb sable In Dorset: Potty Leant 2. 1(0 & WbridJSirprsiw {3 45) seta HU Mies 
lhnn B R MUbnan's Kentalieaie stable in Detwi; Stnttoa'Rrer tiLWl aenttift natowlmm 
It S Hrwo's DakfonDindge flahle in Devon. ■ • • ■ ' 

rST«7\| BLACKBIRD NOVICE-. HANDICAP. HURDLE (CLASS E) 
1=!=^ £3XXX) added 2m 3f 110yds - 

1 oape »»M«oM|USA}aajwaBr5iiifl : 

2 32-2645 WHUBOOH TAFOOZ (USA) (IB) J BWny 6UB JHMay 

3 GOP KRHJSIY CASTLE (20) N Hercisson 6 10 8— JRK»*ana|b 

4 1PM<0 CASSKTS BOY (15) R Eddey 5 ID 3. — j ^ JH a d topur 

5 WO HHWESP«D£f«8)<3Ham5I03 — D Fort (5) 

6 P5OO20 SEBASTOPOL (12) P Mapti/ 7 103 : ! R Farrawt 

7 ijf-000 SIAOJ6HT FOOL (22) K May 7103 __ _ ___Jn>craJni 

8 /OOFW OUR ARNOLD (22) I &wn 9 ID 0 — „, . — L-MrABmn (7). 

9 4500P-2 STEEL GEM (0) SYartty ?iQ 0 : ...Z i DUdiy 

10 30JW KX1YIHCH {36TB RM»ra»« 100 — DSwtarp} 

11 SOO€F PftHISIAftpj J Barnett 11 100 : JLHwwy 

12 MPeOU VdONOFUCHT {140) HOlW 6100, Jaceyti Piswr 

13 000 BOLDCHMUECttySlMyAlOO i CM*lM>bf5) 

' -ISdadntf- 

tSiumm iftt fitar honocap veqghts.- Sure/ Gem Sst 130, PoQriMen 9sr 90, PWtsan 
-W 7h. Wioo Or U&>< 7Tb. SoWCnarfie 8st 13®. 

BOtHG: 6-4 Steal Gom. B-2 Hfc^boor Yafocff, VWon Of UJfit, lO-lftiMte's Pride, 10-1 KS- 
fcsty Castle, 20-1 Canto's Boy. 25-1 otters 


O An! CHAFFINCH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS £4^00 added 
3m If 110yds 

1 22-0031 KN0CKAVH?RY(16) U WanaonEll 5 ^ — FCUMkeyp} 

2 PHBOP AHBUCHSILUATH pt GHamTllA^. SDm« 

3 500-560 MtCHER{lffiNWaaiar8114-~~- : lAMeCBflv 

4 6^ 3323 BAlUrctOVmp^ hfesV\Mtans9114- RForant 

5 W3Hk BAU.YD0USMnPMdiato8114. i .GwylmbP) 

5 6««W CORACOCUQ RRO|)s9 11 4 C Maude 

I U3 XJEBSSfy ClB)RGe711^. QBngM(3]. 

8 CF6 MUCKS 1£04CY {34} T r«5fflr 7 11 4,... : ^ATbonOoo 

9 lOUHCAL MEMBER G68ttner 13-11 4 1 mm 

10 0V546 ssnABUf P6) R n^t 11 11 4 __....»S«any 

II P SIANEV FRANCE (68) D Uoyd 8 11 4_^_^ ; E Wflfcmi (7) 

12 5rTO36 WOOtXANOS POWB? (15) P PltatlVd 8 11 4 LHarrwj 

13 50GW SIRAIRM FllfER (23) H S Hww6 10 13 ! DUnOy 

-ISdedaral-- 

BEimQ: 6-4 Kmxkwany, 2-1 BMy Oonr, 7-1 Ma)ora Ufanr, 8-lArKw, lO-lBaBydra^n, 
16-1 Woodands Pdw, 26-1 ofliara- 


V Stodwy 

rEWwni(7) 

LHarrwj 

Dlatfty 


io tni w*® 1 handicap hurdle (class q 

l~*lJ 2m 3f 110yds 

1 GROUO NUT (IS) R BucNer 6 12 0 

2 040004 SU’RQE MASTER (13) UU C JntKEfy 6 10 13 ' ' ■ ■ . 

3 206-313 M4BASHA (78) (C) (BF) M Rpe.61012._J i;.,.. 

4 014-000 TWICE THE GROOM (125) RLiw 610 12 . 

5 PU2003 BANANA COVE fMJWCby 5 105 j 

6 D52rtJ56 RAGGERlYtlQMissKWABhouseBlOO.: 

7 F30000 RA0I-N-SUN flS) J LHatre 10 100 i 

8 213-4P0 HOSOU. (3S1 Mrs W Jones 10 10 0 : - 

-8 dedared - 

Mrunm 10a. Tije hawScap RawtN-aiwi 9sr 9Kl Rce& 9a ^b. 

BETTMft 7-4 Groond M, 2-1 Rabasto, 7-2 Banana Cow. 9-B Supnatr 
ty, 33-1 IMocDie Groom, 50-1 oBwre . 


£3^00 added 

GSan*»(7) 

L Harvey 

: Ibw 

6 HopH (3) 

Le«fa (3) 
kVIhi^nwys 

— DSahdw 

: JJ Bjrwf 


Master, 25-1 Raggw 


IhcqDKMwr 

Mr A Brown (7) 

D For» (3) 


jo Ac \ CURLEW NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
2m If 

1 3K3«1 WORLD EXPRESS (101 BRM*rr»l 6 119 DSaXnr (S) 

2 t^O AEOLIAN (231 R Atop 5 11 2 „ ATbuntoD 

3 0PO3OP BEYOND THE STARS (59) G Smth S U2 _MrBPDB> (7) 

i 3P HARDY tAEATlffll (3) (BFj 0 Gapflofo 7 Ti 2 DbMftr 

5 BBSHWtDCW»BO)HaiMrail2 J VSkffiary 

6 200P.F4 KU1AN (7) Stre B Wang B 11 2— B^tw 

7 43CP MAHLER (37) Nlwelor-Oa.es 6 11 2 : JMenda 

8 PWSSIAW Oav511 2 GnyMO) 

9 336506 SAN DCQO CHAROBI (20) A Bamnv 5 11 2_ ■ „ , tfcmwgl 

10 2GP0 SHARP PHOI 11H H fflwr 7 11 2._. A. JaeqolOfter 

11 P SMART ACT [64] I Snwi 711 2 I i*- A Brown (7) 

12 SARUK G McCourt 7 ID 11-. ...P RMtfffl 

13 00 TANGO MAH 04) R F*n» 410 H . : ' " -“---nrii 

-I3dedarad- 

MnWG: M WMdErprass, 3-1 Hardy Weattar, 7-1 Sank. Pntsata, 8-1 tdsk WWeart, ttmtr, 
San Dtego CJarger, 14-1 otters ■_ 

A ICI ROSM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 
^*^*1 2m 3f ' - 

1 53 IU1F THRg PHBDSQPtBTS 04} Tfaga-7 13 (L ; , / ATbOrafan 

2 <14213 ' ABXAH (13) G Entgv 7 ID 6 1 ' ^ I n ItlinilMli 

3 6 WOOL' LUCKTAfiAW (91 C ftrtiam 9 10 5— . ' T iwwrf. m 

4 563011 ALlOGHSGEn AHa*nnbel0105i6ai U jj GtfaMw 

5 24-034J CHAinHBmHARDABflE (14) W Oav 10 1QQ - . : -. - On yLawhai 

.. :_-5ded*»d~ ^ 

UMn m mdffo; list. TtuetentSaa «e&K: Out&fortuitMv SHTEi 

BEnWQ: 2-1 Tbree PMos o ptos. 9-4 Mto BtorBa, 3-1 CharurfoitiaRNm, 9-2 Andean. 12-1 

Lucky Agato 


IRKnwaiapi 


A MEMBER OF THE CABLE S WIRELESS GROUP 


4 45) thrush open nh flat race (class h) (div t> £1300 
added 2m If . 

1 14 KBflm8DTWA{10Q JJUuln 5 116- L SCmMffl 

2 5 AOagaLBWJWSTlNGasefreS U4._ FCncpar(7) 

3 4 GARRY TKCAKI (35) SChnsanSllA ___n&fa»ar 

4 C IKHOKir CHg 0 SBenrood 5 11 4 JAMcQaflw 

5 0 DWa£tMX»(4d)S«ifihsBU4 ; '' ' mw - j Jnfcbtr 

6 IAS0NSPETCCanlar5114— ^ - 

7 SCO UWOHEL KBafejOlK.: j)TtmMW1 

8 'TtcsaaffraatYfiwirfiMSTiA , ■ ■ • n litnn^i 

9 00 CAHL«HWDlASS{2flFJb(dan6l0t3 ' ~ u^w 

10 BANPAII N Tnsun-Dsales 5 ID 13. - - ' ' CMtaadB 

11 00 BID F=C8T00LS (21JA N0RCOiU» 4LO1O ■ ' ' i te w-^ i, 

12 DO WffGUUT<20)HC*4l41010 

13 00 BAYMI27] JBadey410&, iwnawpwnm. 

14 E>ra»LDBOVE R Pot* A 10 5 etSjjl-pj 

*— 14 dsdemf. 

BETTWO: 3-1 KautonTIkia, 7-2 OearotaM ObM, 4-1 CMipMJ, BOCwyltwCMd, 7-1 Scean*dL 
UM, Enmld Dows, U-leflMn 


,7-lSctmpdhdL 


Cicl THRUSH CH»EN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) (DIV 0) £l£O0 
added 2m If - " ■ ■ 

1 000 BANKSOFTHE BRUE(7) Ms B Warn 6 U 4 

2 OffiSira5NAPUtV95114,...,,._ M1 _ 

3 b HUSGMfiU£lU)PBaan6U4 Wtaltttfcw 

4 2 XlW«Y4t(K)0ra^Kji 5 U : • - ^ 

5 . UNO K BndgivSer 5 11 4 

6 QA LS ALOFT TFoser? 114, 

r -o parauAWtwRLiasin -— : — 

8 ■ 00 IWW0YY*TE8C2O6Rwti«l6ll4_^_ • - • " 

9 6 FRH3A«8LESf3«)Cttctedn41D10_^^ Tfflhwfffl 

10 fiRfflMILBWHBSE AQatftateaiA m in - ■ nrLZ 

u ’. wasHsaxc'G»«ott,4icii0 

12 raoER ant gsawi • 1010 - ■ 

13 - 0 BO«-aOORBaMM U gBtd»4 3n < ■ 

- -lAdedawBr ^ nriBinp 


- ..r;f 

1 - L -r'r;-;-T 


. 1 
•r 

•|‘V >«v 

. _ifi- 

- -t 


_.=. j .Cj'cj 

-fM. tT S 


b, V i>-> 

• vvj« ; 

-T. 

- : >«- V-w 

V- Br'at? 

.sit 


r«e* iMSfls 


■ <*■: 

. ... 


1 135 


.. '■ "-S' 

i. 1 
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: ■- " - ■ ' ■ sport 

? RACING: The return of the sport on level turf brings a call from Doncaster’s officials to delay the start of the season until April 

Flat’s damp start in _ 

need of a recharge 


GREG WOOD 
reports from Doncaster 

The sentiment was fa milia r 
but ibe identity of the messen- 
ger was a considerable sur- 
prise. "The^nmial cry is that the 
Flatseason splutters into life,” 
John Sanderson, Ddncaster's 
cjerk of the course, said yes- 
terday. “We inay have a lot of 
runners, but its not a great start 
to the season. There’s nothing 
magic about March and there 
may well be a case for moving 
the Xincohi meeting to April." 

If you stood oii the terraces 
of the TattersalJs' enclosure 
and looked out across Town 
Moor, you could see his point. 
Or rather, you couldn't. A mis- 
erable. clammy fog gripped 
Doncaster- throughput the 
opening afternoon of the turf 
campaign, and any similarity be- 
tween events on the track and 
those at at Ascot and York lat- 
er this summer seemed sure to 
be wholly, coincidental. 

With his comment that a 
new date for the Lincoln meet- 
ing was under consideration, 
Sanderson was effectively ad- 
mitting defeat in the face of 
growing competition from the 
climax of the jumps season. “As 
Cheltenham and Aintree have 
grown, we’ve got sandwiched 
and we don't come off too well 
at the moment,” he saicL_“This 
meeting is no longer a launch- 
ing pad ash used to be. Flat rac- 
ing goes bn -all the -time. 
Doncaster has got one of the 
best surfaces in Europe but we 
don’t have any racing in April." ’ 

Change in r acing is never im- - 
mediate, and since a formal ap- 
plication to move the meeting 


has yet to teach the British 
Horscracing Board, 1999 is the 
earliest feasible date (“it could 
be Doncaster's contribution to 
the MmcniurtL" as Sanderson 
put it). Among the dampened 
racegoers who contemplated 
the apprentice handicap which 
opened the card, there would 
surely be few objections, and 
tradition too is a weak excuse. 
The Lincoln has seen enough 
changes of venue and condi- 
tions in its history to accom- 
modate one more. 

Should the switch take plac e . 
Sanderson wants the Lincoln 
fixture to retain its status as the 
year's fast Flat turf card and en- 
visages using the March slot for 
a jumps meeting. “1 wouldn’t 
like to see Doncaster lose the 
stan of the season and this is 
something that would have to 
be looked at,” he said. 

As the fog turned to rain two 
minutes before the first, even the 
eager young apprentices cir- 
cling by the stalls musi have felt 
that anything would be an im- 
provement on the present 
arrangement. Five minutes lat- 
er, the punters felt much the 
same way, as Haya Ya Kefaah 
beat Outstayed Welcome and 
Golden Arrow to become the 
first winner of the turf cam paig n 
The starting priceswere 33-1, 20- 
1 and 25-1. When the 20-1 
chance Manful went in 30 min- 
utes later, it suddenly looked like 
being a very long season. 

The Brock! esby Stakes has 
been won by a very useful juve- 
nile for the last two seasons, but 
may now have reverted to its for- 
mer status as a consolation 
prize for horses who will have 
□o hope of success later in the 
season. Certainly, it wfil be a sur- 


prise if Indian Spark, yesterday's 
winner, can stay ahead of bis 
generation beyond Easter. 

Indeed, of the 1 15 runners at 
Doncaster yesterday, only First 
Island, winner of the Listed 
Doncaster Mile, appears to 
have any chance of making an 
impact m the better races this 
summer. Geoff Wragg’s four- 
ycar-okl produced an impressive 
turn of foot to settle the contest 
a furlong out, and although 
Michael Hills returned to un- 
saddle more deeply encrusted 
with mud than some of his col- 
leagues at Plump ton yesterday, 
he was dearly a satisfied rider. 

“This horse has had a lot of 
problems," Wragg said, “and we 
bad to operate on a stifl e last 
year, but since then he’s just im- 
proved and improved and now 
we will be thinking about the 
Queen Anne." 

The Queen Anne Stakes - 
the first race at Royal AscoL 
Perhaps, after all, the season re- 
ally’ dad start here. 



A flying start for the runners in Doncaster's opening race yesterday, but the season itself again spluttered into life Photograph: David Ashdown 


Pennekamp injured and out of Cup 


Pennekamp, last year’s 2,000 
Guineas winner, was withdrawn 
yesterday from next Wednes- 
day's Dubai World Cup. The 
four-year-old has aggravated 
the injury he sustained during 
the 1995 Derby which has kept 
him off the course since that 
race Iasi June. 

Pennekamp has been in 
Dubai since January, preparing 
for an ambitious comeback in 
the inaugural running of the 
$4m contest, the world's richest 
race, at Nad A1 Sheba. 

But Anthony Stroud, Sheikh 
Mohammed’s racing manager, 


said: “The old splint problem 
has recurred and the extent of 
the injuiy is such that he will be 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Highborn 
(Doncaster 440) 

NB: King Girseach 
(Newbury 3-50) 

unable to make the race. At this 
stage it is difficult to ascertain 
how serious it -is and what his 
future may be." 

The absence of Pennekamp 
reduces the field to 11. headed 


3.05 


140 HeBoDofty 
2.05 Throe Hffis 
245 Domak Amaam 


HYPERION 

345 Coleridge (nb) 

3.40 MISTER FIRE EYES (nap) 

410 Highborn 


TG 


GOING; Good to Soft. * 

S TALL S: Siraighl ecrorae - smuts '/dderRound course- (jwide; Round mile-oalffldA 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low nuznbens best oo round mite. ■ 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped coarse with 1 mflt stad£hL' 

■ Racccoun-c is cut of lo*n offlhe A63S {MIS Jets 3 &.4). Boa Ink bom Doncaster 
r-entzal aitmy nanpn (saved by London . ttags Crow). ADMISSION: Oab.fi 14; Grant 
stand S8; TamOy Enclosure S3 (under- 1 free »IJ tndosore*). CAR PARK: Free. 


CYSTIC FIBROSIS RESEARCH CUP HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £8400 2m 2f Penalty Value £5020 

1 403341- MEANT TO K galy Mary MumtOKQ LAty Hanes 6 9 13 

3 316006- BLAZE AWAY (USA) (139) (tart Melon] I Baking 5 9 13 

3 21000-0 EVEOO RUW (23} (T Cartel N Lramooen J 9 13 

4 111310- SAIAMAN (FR) (1E0) 0J) (Lady Cdbent J Dunlop - 1 9 10- 

5 15 ID- 11 OLD PftOVBKE (37) (C) (T J Dawml R dsns 6 9 9 ... 

6 06IOX SAnRLQVBt (1000) (C) K3 S haDI Mrs M Rneiey B 9 fi 

7 125516- 7DM»VBU(lfia9(FaufGieai)NWoMr495 

8 030034- IHNDRABQN (231] (DYbun£ Mb M RaeteyG 9 4 

B 140000- SHADHHMN tlSOi iCbe Banj R AMJM51 594 

10 353210- LAUNB(276)(VWffleH{««RKf«L«DDswxiti 5 92- 


C4 


I HeU 17 

..-LDeCtotj 7 
da^tiiO 
—W Canon 1 


AMackaylS 
ACUtaneM 
J Stack (3] 19 
—JIDadeyll 


11 023101- 0I1/WWCES(15G) (ijrrtxMnVSIeyRawtS Afosw491 

12 240(05- SEA FREEDOM {148] Miss B Sum) G BANC 6 S 12 

13 44461-5 ELBURG (38) (Mrs Abwi Ganotel R Hcna 6 8 12 

14 216-543 MZYAN (63} U A Bonanl J Bans 88 10 


,TQokm4 
-Pint Eddery 21 
_TSpn*B5 


_S Dcomw (3) IB 
; K FaHon 13 


JRCKtnMlfi 
B Dodo 9 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: J Gooden —30 winners from 184 runners 
Rhxsi o aiccess rmdu of 22.4% and a. proDL In a SI level sake oTSlZ IB; B Hffls — 21 
winners, 119 runners, 17.6%. +534.48; JI Hannon*— 21 winners, 224 runners, 9.5%,- 
S.n^.08, B Cecil — 10 winners. 77 nmnere. 24.7%, +5P.0S. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Darter — 31 winners. St 1 tides. 14.7%. +520.83; Pat Ed- 
dery — 30 winners, 180 rifles, 16.7%. +510.42; L Dettori — 27 winnaa, 164 rides. 

-51 1 J?1 : W Carson — M winners, 192 rides, 13.5%, -556J87. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: PctooUa (3.40). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Nstlte (14)01 ha* been aem 25T mdreby.A Vewcotnbe bom 
HuntrJow. Devon; Montserrat (4.10) sent SHIS miteo by L O CcOreB Ifrm Dulfont Devon. 


.... RUppmB 

— F Lunch (5) 2 

N Admin 3 

LChamockS 


IQtanlZ 

) 20 


ToaI CYSTIC FIBROSIS -MAIDEN SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£4,000 added ZYO^f Penalty Value £2^60 


NATO (tUKbami Slut) A Nawnanba BO . 
CONTRAVBTE IWianv Bums} J Beoy 8 9 . 


DONT FOROET 9ffMA (Ms VtorB Goodman) J 5 MamS 9. 

HELLO DOLLY 047 hoy) K hoy 8 9 

tflT OR MSS (Bran Lmrey) M Chmon 8 9 

RAHONA fS F Moloney) B Hothwel 8 9. 


SKYERS FUBt Ml > Coney) Ronald ThompionB 9 . 
- 7 1 


1 Dettori 1 

1 Cams 3 

1 FE0b 7 

-0SraSy(7)B 

TQrtn5 

M Fenton 2 

-TWmm4 


15 425-211 UPPSt MOUNT CUSi (3S) (CO) 1C Bnnam) C Banan 6 8 5 — . 

16 45-0342 HABDUM(13)(PaOltemii^iayUEyTe484 

17 02-3216 SHAMYR (}R) (3<Q 0. 6 R Axxines) R HoBnshead 5 B 4 

18 03141-4 GENILQMN SO) (46) ( 0 ) (Mrs J Coflson) P Mujjhy 6 7 12_. 

19 00014-4 NOYAN (79) (BF) (C H McOl^ D Mcbok 6 7 11 

20 16-2222 COLERDGE (?7) (CD) (P 1 Sneeflai) J Sheebai 8 7 10 

21 800- OP TO DOVE 042) (CHJ J Pticfl R Pa* 7 7 ID 

-21 de cl ared - 

AMmom w tight 7310*1. True Aantfcap twgfitt: Coteridgc 7a &B. fto Tha One 79 SO. 

BEIIWtL 3-1 Blaze Amy, 6-1 Upper Moma Ota; 13-2 Satanan, 7-1 En Verenre*. toren V«n. 8 - 
1 Masnt To Be, ShaSniwi, 9-1 Bat 10-1 Coleridge, Old Praveace, 12-1 others 
19B5: Upper Maum Cfcw S 8 7 0 Dc-yte 33-1 >C Brnwi) 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

UPPER MOUNT CLAIR muM have ewy chance of puUmg ofl ihe double oftw Iasi liar's 
win from Noufan and Roberty Lea Bang a dual Somftwefl winner laa month she can be 
mpeaed to rewti m the ranMOftonea sound and her handicap mark is me same as 13 
months ago. Sataman has been gelded since rafting in the Cesaiewlch. He progressed 
mrou^touz laa asason. but the bgwei^n on pound mat may nw sun hm could set hm 
a task. Meant To Be wffl Uta the groisid and fcnes 141 after a recent hurdles win at Ptump- 
un. A game wanner at Ascot laa October, she is fancied 10 run well wnn her wetter burden 
without actualy winning. Btaza Away is another winning hurdler wAm Crashed seventh m 
the Cesarewnch. He won a bad race ewer hunfles hero ttss month and Iasi ground sum, 
him much baoar so ms chance may haw gone after the ram. Sfaad&wan mom snow muen 
in me Cesarewocn and thtt pound a likely to nave me much cut m it tor ram. white me tor- 
mer Barry Hits trained Torch Vert mates lime appeal despite his srah m the Newmartet 
marathon. Setoctkm: UPPER mount CUW 


BETTING: 7-4 HR Or Mta, 9-4 Contravene, 32 Heto Dofly. 12-lMtto, 14-1 20-1 Dal 

Forget Stwba, 25-1 Skyer* Flyer 

1995: Pern* Partes 2 8 9 J CanM 4-1 (J Berry) 8 m 

FORM GUIDE 

Mich Channon IHltOr Ifisa) and Smn Moore (Dont TterRet Sboha) had a crack at mis 
setleMast vear but could not beat Jack Berr/s Pwtrqr Twites, lun^hr weu be the same sto- 
ty today «nth Berrys Contravene being by the 68 rfy- 6 eascn winning Jurende named by Wtlfle 
Jams. Contract Law. But Channon » taken to win this time and HIT OR MISS, whore claev 
wre Be My Craef was unbeaten ai two after a wnming debut cn this course. There o also 
added pace ftom the dam. Jennletf Gem, who also notched anew Mns as a jiawnAe. Berrys 
Brock! esby rawer faded to sparkle yestenfay, but the stabler runner mtnarreoe tea year 
maramed wily fifth. Dom ForgM Shcka is by a Guneas wtvw and from 3 smote wait ca- 
pabte of winning a seller wttn a newcomer_and the finy has the best of the draw. Tony New- 
combe has hte evform Alio GBorge going far a hst-mek « Heretord, and ha's booted Fran We 
Deoon tor NatUfi. who is by a wel-related though daeppointtig sire and out d_a fwe-fu r- 
tong pwenite winnef. The remaining mo ere homing much on pedig ree, ihou gi Rahona k 
one to watch tor ei die markeL ** , ,rr nr ’ 


3A0 


WBJJAM HHXSPRMG MLE HANDICAP (CLASS B) 
£20,000 added lm Penalty Value £15320 




AI9DOEO- NEW CENTURY (USA) fl50) (W J kely; D Ncncfls 4 9 10 W Ryan 22 

222380- COOL EDGE (146) (Heray B H Chan) M Tomtmns 5 99 PltaUnnii2 

001310- Ff6HTVWA4(USA) [146) (OJ HAsDyanrt Boyemr) DNKhofc 49 ? -.AlexOnuMB 11 

01400-5 SMART GUST (77) (D) 9^4 Mispryl fAHonE A 99 DaleGtan4 

20-1144 CBJSTIAL CHOW £ 6 ) (COj iMm CaW J L Eyt 6 9 9 RLspytaU 

305006- SOIOBOY{1B2J (Q IMn Martere HcAsi F Hare 4 & 9. GMndZl 


020606- HAM NRBGS (230)(D) WHOGRsandM rammood 5 99- 
<05062 AER0KMG (USA) (1S^ (Ihe FBI Gross) G Hanwod 5 9 S_^ 
25W461- SAUADtR (94) iMq^n LUI Mss 6 Kelewey 4 9 7 . 


10 2/312-64 NBMESTmSAJCM)®) |PaulGreenINtVate4 9 7- 


KDarteyS 

A Ctafc 16 

R H1I0MS 9 

.J Stack (3) 24 


HIT OR MISS 


A Ar I P & J FOODS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS DJ £5^00 added 
I 3YD lm 2f SOSRte Penalty Value £3,785 

63026 ALR AUH (137) nte Sussex SW LBWBdlW Mar 90 lean4Vm Lppae 10 

ARNHEM W J GtedteyJ C Bnttatn 9 0 BD^fa 2 


flwettMmijwoejni.i5™dinsi- 

0-552 CRYSIAL W5T (USA) (2(8 1U**5 H Ho nh) P wTZZl 

IWGQOfCdJNE (The Home A Puts/ PannerSYp) Mrs M Reveter9 0 KDadey5- 

POEY MY SON (Sheet 8 Rrt OmiWDrs LsD M Channon 90 RHn0»6 

SCANQATOR [Th» Patient Few Partnership) P (fans 9 0 : 6Wntl4- 

n nut ircf.u/v IhMnti R mvftnr Q 


L Dettori 9 


11 500400 PETOSXM (20) (S io»e ; the l«es Omi« Gnww j Peace 4 9 7 GBaabnaifl 

12 1CV4256- NMUZ (290) (tammy DMbprxflB loncon)/ R Mdua < 9 T .TQtawl3 

13 200401- BJROUW TKI&Ha (153) M ( 0 ) (M Denns/G Snettsl M Hammond <96 -M Iflfc 23 

14 5O50Q5 COUfUHY LOVER (33) (D) |3r GonMm Bunoni Lord Htrtmguor 5 5 6 — — D Harrison 14 

15 403833- BSCSHOT (122) (GengsE KTeci RHSnnon 5 95 PMErMoyU 

16 02021-2 MISIBt NRE EYES (2^ (C) (C T DOsyi C Bman < 9 4 BDoj4el7 

17 214036 BANRa0FH0re(56) IftterJWSBON JLElffiA 93 IFortml9 

18 124000 HNOBBLS^BE (180) (C) ( 0 ) lArahoc^ Anlrawl M Ouraion 6 9 2 P P Ifantey (5) 5 

19 210001- BEST OF ALL (141) (p) (RcbenArd) J Benv 4 99 JCamftlS 

RFdan 20 
J Weaver 7 
— I Reid 1 

3 


20 2040/16- TOLU (181) (St (Msk Houbtoni Mis J Ramden 5 9 2 

21 2/30 DANCES WTHKOOWBS (335) (VSquegtei DftanchPa»4 » l 

22 000026 UNION LAD (14Q illplarids BtoodsocKj CBiooks4 9 1 . 


aunwui iiwnw, ■ 

StMMB) SFBL (USA) £E S & W V TLtttnsj R C/Btefl 9 0 
53- THREE RBULS (182) IK AbduW B His 9 CL 
2 BAMY (Ro<pr Lanffejl T Ctemer* B 0 


— SSandosl 
JPaiEddnyU 

iqctaS 

Attacks? 3 

— TSpata7 


ZBWUrYIRosarLE^Toerneraiiu 

2436- CLASSIC LDYffi [156) ICtMlc BWodStDCk F\J R Hans. 8 S 

040 SEl®HT(lB4)«a*DBwes)BPBang0 9 : — - : - 

-11 dMiBred- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Three IS*. 61 SsM SptB, 7-1 torterw. Ore* liwar, 61 M»nty Una. AT. 
AHk, 161 Ciystal FbsL 12-1 Po(y My Son, lt -1 crthaK 

1995 : £ca Vtfra 3 9 0 Pa Eddery 4-1 (J Gosdanl 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

|j,rc has rude s habit of winning this race and THREE KRAS beta a banker on ha 
^^ama bmthe ABe«<J con Sraranar Spell. who e rawed 

issiskssSm - 4— ■—afflsass 

em Dancer mare. 

rtsw GLOBAL SHOPnTTERSMA^STAKKteLASS 
2.35 D) £5400 3Y0 7f Penalty Value £4JJ78 

unMEMWHERPDSa* WJana90 ■ K[ ^. 1 5 


23 003222 GOLDBI POUM) (USA) («q (BF) IF U KaltaJ Itei G hefcvtsy < 9 1 — . 

24 1-00232 0UKEUM£NTH0(8)(D)(BF)IJ E B® R HtiflitteflO 4 9 0 L Dettori 6 

BETTING: 61 Siaawar. 7-1 Mhrfay 10-1 Bagdwt. Dtae tMentbn, 11-1 Itfistv Rre Eyes, 14-1 Ce- 
IbsSbI ante, Caafty Lower. fUn, 161 Best M AI, Coat Erije, Patosida, SotobOy, 201 athen 
MBS Strep Pressed S 9 2 T Qwnn 61 (R Aktetms) 23 w 
FORM SUDE 

COUNTRY LOVBl looks the type for the race with the cut m me gouid stowing up the oth- 
era. He has been. raong oi Cagnesand shaped well m two backend msenanaicaBS at New 
market when the grotmd was faster than he lilies. Sanrnar had the Lmcobi as h* target 
after a sm* m a maiden on Un^iekfs Equitrach. Dis+pptH/itng when wim Baty KiSs. he 
has been sweetened up and wil take the be sing if cooing with me ground. MBvtz nan 
some form with Dick Hem end runs far the first tune lor Rag Atetnast. trite landed iras race 
with srwp Prospect last year. Mister Fire Eyes has a turf ramg 10® tower Uun when suc- 
cessful 33 Souhwea fa December. He ran wei «oih a wetter burden three weeks agp and 
looks sura to ptay a pan. Celestial Choir e anoiher with a ftne chance after two hmie 
runs (won at Ayr! and a tdurm to Rner Keen at wotvertiampton. Tins touffi mare has won 
on the course, she acts in me soft and me stable is in seat form. Bagshot . a fine s«m 
m last year* Lncoln, has claims at hts best, while Newest shaped vwm a deal of promise 
at Lingfletd three weeks ego. Selection: COUNTRY LOVER 


4JjO 


HOLROYD CONSTRUCTION GROUP HANDICAP 
(CLASS O £7^50 Gf Penalty Value £4,898 


G4 


15 


AL°re PflWHER (PD 
ambassador (USA) " 


HWJavaPD. 

ambassador (usai nraiaoumAi MaMourtflBHb 90 — — ~ 

6- tam<XBDGS ^ Sf ' 


TJ J QWtol »0- ~ " l 

BBS- WnflWW OTY PW i y n ° 1 

. iv-ciu ctomai miBniM Season) J L Lyra 9 o r™" 


XDartoytt 

™MMfc3 

ACterk9 

...W Woods 14 
J.Dsitorl2 
-WCnraS 


0054- 

MOCK REAL (P A m-n - . 

SV254 OSANSTJSAMp) 

6 - OMUf (USAI (OS) tR Hamoru R Hannon 9 0 
02- Sro^dTDlPD^aiy 
U ~ ZyTT-. nr«™ ID I CirnkW Tee 


9 0- 


02- SORflCTOrapraiYuyj™^;“-r^--„ 

” SUNlfY SSXlSE (17^ 1R J M Otamai 9 0 

WElilRANikGhnCBlAFcsderPO- 

jj_ 1..— mk mur iSiHkM 


J Cartel 13 

Kfttal 

-DeanMeKooMifl 
JTaneOTMl (5) 4 
JtCodmll . 


1 340030 YBOHOO (127) (Sunp*ftitaiDB^ JL6fei 100 0 Pears (3) 6 

2 011060- LDRDMGNADMRAL(lfi7)(C)IQaeR30<«CaublMHeanvElwB911 ACtarhU 

3 231300- reRTHEPRESStT(30G)fD9(Mr;J)tflefflTDBBirtin6 911 ...J Fonsne IS 

1 G2UN4- IHE HflPFY RW [133j [G :\he*HI S MdCawi 4 98 — 1 NewtiM (5) 7 

5 560600- CASTLBEA LAD COO) (CO} IMn less GBhgmi R HoEnVead 79.7 J. Dettori 11 

6 500321- HKHBORN (143) (D) lYbdstae Raong QjD (Amen Group) P Fetps 7 97 — K Dailey 4 

I 004400 MO(Wi£PKEf7a)(to*teslSDw4 96 T Quinn 3 

B 000136 RWMSY RAQIK (14$ (D) lAUnd$ Raimg Uffltfert M Demon 496.. ,. ft Hughes 1£ 

9 33US5- POKtETC (328) (t3 d» (D H Bmn*9 5 Bowvc £ 9 S Cr«H»je(Sj 13 

ID 120003- TIER (143) (D) (Me C FfcdffEtnl M JOaeKri 4 95— IWbmtS 

II 5C6CW SR JOG* (USA) (157) (D) (MfSAGSensj PMurpi^ 7 9 4 S Drawee (3) 8 

12 313140 BHECONGU LAD (160) (DjffhKfett Shoes PBrnersW Mui S Has ‘euDoylal 

13 006436 TABUWB(38)WiTte^NwiOivMPt^aie40l .WRpnlS 


14 410001 ANZIO (50) (D) nemny Stetnntl Mu6HeM*EV590 — 

15 500400- MBISi JOLSON (157) pi ^oo fmome) R Hofasas. 1 8 10 . 

16 102400- B0tSWI(Z79)MsDWlBrawU)Bwiy48^ 


6 SATOtCUFTE (USAj - 




*“ — -lfi declared - 

. „ 1UI q 3.1 ttw&nb, 7-1 Ambtesadati 61 Qt*m 8 MMB, 12-1 An£n Mo- 

SK^ss«;'LK,r--u a »i»oi2» 

FORM GUIDE 

sen and :ne camwatwn OTAd rotjeaL Ambassador lie hatf-brwh- 

jonn Gosden's ftke'y frQfTi 0SOtlJ8 ^ ^ m 

e. to the W«iass Amenca "£^^ ,n ^^nBi^^w<w^ 3nw * oma,ast l* flr - 1:,w ' etl 
ma fnaura with their thretni«»-«» Amfflm 0 » twe and the colt causw a larfar m 

byitnneasoeh- ^nRwjtal irraBid up fit Folkestone afterwarrla so Do- 

mak Amaam nas an no*** Mamab.-marSna^ fawontt andfa« \W0M 

Duntop uKcs on P^ah Am amae a m reguatwa twe, Mawab»fl at least reefer UvS 
■oaJnGd m mri ai Newc3s3&. w m fw g __ a deow nimer si Ascot, does not seem gaod 
test aw»n«eettB *««»*■ Nir Aletne Panther end Dep>c«oi» hail from 

r- of asking. Oeean Streams ft -from 
stables wen capaMe Me of taca. butnehsrt Hannons Only could be 

9» in D«ember. SMMta AM8ASSADOR 

anyone aifaf 3 run™'™*'’ 


^RHo^WlD 

w jww- irwanMitAraiiwiMiatami^Kny+oe— 
j aant b[S]15 17-406080 SAAGOUM ( 20 ) (HR tCttambid) PHa« 6 n«S 88 . 
-canqYMonfso 


-PatEddeyl? 
JI Codnaaa 21 


.J Carroll 20 
. .AM Eddery 14 


18 4U350- ANONYM (182) WMttleity RaoncareauLtdl DIWiofc48a AlnEke»e92 

19 050654- MONTSERRAT (146) ftts Anne Yea»y) L CotireS 4 8 9 — U Fenton 9 

20 040030- f®tAADI SUN (104) (TieiCT Barter) M Usher 4 8 7 KStrertl2 

21 2E224S- SYCAMORE LODGE (216) fUsJRsnttoBn] MraJRamsaen585 X Fallen 19 

22 023362- TOTIS HOOF (184) lltoP Whams) PHsms J85 — ,JIWBd 22 

- 22 dedMd- 

BETTW6: 61 Arab, Portend, Sir Joey, Vler, 10-1 Cestferee Lad, MootamsL Sycaraora Lodge, 12-1 
H^tborn, 14-1 »ftrr Jotan, 161 Fantasy Rack*. Lord HjJi AdmlraJ, Ftododfl* P*a, 10-1 Dthm 

1995? Cases lad 6 94 w Ryan in (R Hofenshaadi 22 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Casdtam Lad has drawn the same start as test year when he beat Domufla and Saftor- 
maffla. He has Jiet 3fa more on na tack compared m 13 momte ago, but tfw -softer ground 
has » be a worry. Ty» of todays mat WgJTOom 3M MWerJofcan . finished eignh and 
ninth iast year. Tha pair get a null of 9fa and 20fa fwpeebwy so are m wth a shout m ths 
tndty Spent But the Iheiy winner with the 00 und to suets AN230. who beat a horse fat- 
ed 87 Unhewn Mage) m a Lmgfeid darner last wne. Canned for 6.000 gjineas otter 
wards and now wtfi Gay Keteway, Arao has a fine chance with as those Beton For The 
Present tiring a kwer rating than Wieiera Magic. Tbe Happy Fox ftntshed last season 
vwh a cradong faurtn to Croft ft»i hBre. awe Tier was tmpnjssAe at Yorh m August ano 
could haw pressed enou^w Daw easterns Laaa^nonme 10 ® worse terms. Pot- 
teral has rwt raced ance April but won at this ftaura fast year. SMectloK: ANDO 




hv ihe Amcricun champion, 
C^igar. Pemire and Needle Gun 
will represent Briiain. with Hail- 
ing, LaiTOcha. TamaNtLz and 
Torrential running for tiic Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates. 

Lord Relic is the latest horse 
to drop out of next week's 
Grand National. The 10-year- 
old is to be given a rest after be- 
ing pulled up in last week's 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. Scot- 
land’s only remaining Nation- 
al entry. Emerald Storm, goes 
on trial for the race at Kelso to- 
day. The nine-year-old is a 
100-1 chance for Aintree. 


DONCASTER 

2JI5: DOMAK AMAAM finished a 
place ahead or Man sab in a six fur- 
tang maiden oi Newcastle in Octo- 
ber. He has more scope lor 
development than John Dunlop's 
charge and. as a son of Dominion, 
max cope hener with the easy going. 

Dio 

3.05: COLERIDGE, a creditable 
two and a half lengths second 10 
Janub on Equitradc ai Llngfic ld l.ist 
month, will be Gner than most and 
should give a good account. Bbue 
Awjv. a recent winner here over 
hurdles, may be the main danger. 
□□□ 

3.4Cft MISTER FIRE EYES, second 
to Maple Bay ai WiMsTriiamplon re- 
cently. is prohabK best on an aJI- 
wcaiher surface but nevertheless 


HYPERION’S 



has an imponant fitness ad'^anuge 
ovvr many of his rivals. Golden 
Pound may give him most to di*. 
□□□ 

4.10: HIGHBORN, was consKiem 
last season, ending up on a winning 
note. He goes well on an easy sur- 
face and is well drawn in stall four 
judging by ihe victory of Little Nog- 
gins (stall three) yesterday. Tiler 
maybe ihe most potent threat. 


NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

1.50 King Girseach 2-25 Wee Rh/er 255 The 
Grey Friar 225 St Meilion Fairway 4.00 
Wylam 425 Hamilton Silk 


GOING: Close* - Gtxd to Safe HimlJ^r- - SafL 

■ Left-hand wuisc with suff (em.es. 

■ Course is SE of io«wi rear Cif. Raihray sudon (sonic* frum 

London, F’aridingUrfi 1 adjoins ADMISSION: Mambera S 13, 

Tam-rsalbSS; Silver Ring LI l OAFS hall fSTCf 1 . CAE PARK: Fret-; 
PiraiiC ar«a S3 (w car phis S3 per pefson 


204343/ 

0 


SIS 


I RACING ■ 

channel! 


WINNERS EN LAST SEVEN DAYS: None 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS; Wee Rhw iH Si 1 hw.bwn»em 

3.37 miks L? G M Muure from Midifteham. X Yorks. 


1 caI WANTAGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
•*" qv l SAfiOO added 3m 110yds 

234=16 ACT OF FAITH (34) N <ksrt* 6 11 17 .CUewByn 


452313 HARDING (RQ (C| 3 Uetcr 5 11 12 NUara 

151 KMQ GKSEAEH (ID) K faft 7 11 11- TJ Murphy (3) 

52-6100 PURBECK DWAUBI QO) y.-s J RSUr 7 U 12 _A P McCoy 
1QR122 WHAra YOUR STORY (36) D Nefrfcr, J U 12 _W Mtentnn 

63323 BULLETS BAY ( 22 ) S Snovooc 7 11 4 -JCwranOl 

166000 FRENCH BUCK (20l X T.-«30-L3 j>k 6 11 4 TJwta 

245 K9flMLCAVUi92 (24) 6 SiJcng b 11 4 B FontMi (3) 

50-203 PBfNCAtER 120] P Kcoos 6 11 4 RDnnwooty 


CONEY ROAD (749) C 0n»t-s 7 11 9 .GBratoey 

DAJRAAN 03) N Traaori-to/es 7 115 C Uewrtyn 

EASY BRSZY (35) 0 5f icr«oa 6 11 9 JOibame 

FM SB (538)1 Thomson >jn» 6 U 9 A Tory 

FLYING GUNNER 160) D NcMson 5 11 ? . ... R Beftmy 
GARNWIN 06) N Henoencri 6 U 9 . - - M ARagerald 

GBERALPONGO (9| I Graft 7 11 9 J Rattan 

GRAMUM PRIDE (129) KBaCy 6119 RDamoadr 

HARRY THE HORS (2S)J CM 6 11 9 G Upton 

JUST *N ACE (21) J ifrtfarC 5 11 9 P HUe 

MY YVXRRIOR (50D Lfafti Cam&co 6 II 5 B CDffbid 

PAtDSANTO (27) M Pw 6 11 9 D Bridproler 

PURBECK RAMBLER 1201 & Balang 5 11 9 R&eene 

SPHDYSIMP 86 M ( 21 ) (BF) P hows 6 11 9 M Mom 17) 
STONE BRAMBLE (3921 MssHKnign 6119 _ ..JFTHley 

SHEET TRENTWO (18) M !eo 5 11 9 BFeflloo(3) 

THE GREY HBAR (34) Me H Kigtt 7 U 9 Jttr J Citeoty (Si 

THE REV3END BSIT (9) G Baamg 8 11 S A P McCoy 

THE TOSEACH (104) (HF) J Fantfww 5 11 9T J Ifenpiip (3) 

WOMAN (7021 Mrs J Pitman 7 116 _W Hurston 

-21 dadarod - 

Just TJ Ace. 61 Hying Gunner, 61 Dsfraan, PMosunto. 
Plkto, 161 Easy Breezy, Vttaman, 12-1 otters 

BETTERTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5300 added 3m 

1 121-Llr STtBUONFABMAY (27KDU'<>cncilsc.' • 11 12 JIDwwaady 

2 P2 ajPBTCOSBIP(2BlPHoflepf7n4 MARtzgeraW 

3 064242 DOM SAHOURAI ffH) |65) M Pipe 5 11 2.. _ D Bridgwater 

-3 dedarad- 

BETTIM.- 1-3 Si Memo Fauway. 61 Don Samoa*. 12-1 Soper Gnuip 


632 
6240 
02 
1 
3|4 
5522 
12 00-100- 

13 232 

14 060600 

15 6 P 

16 OP- 

17 0663 

18 

19 2.M240 

20 0 
21 V 

BETTING: 62 
61 Granhasn 


PWJCE CANUTE ? nvWijn 6 U - .Mr J Dteory ( 6 ) 

11 3-4O4F0 QUARRY HOUSE (16) & CTO?# g 11 4 G Btndtey 

12 806 RAINBOW RUWSI (363) VnPIXrisdcf 114 Phoney 

13 664(00 SFACEAGE GOLD (22) J &D 7 11 £ C Upton 

14 000 SUPREME SPSBT (3S) r/jy D hone 7 11 4 JFTWey 

15 WELCOME CALL 0 irer:xoC 6 11 4 

16 436000 COMAS WAGER (lOl M Canpon 6 ID 13 — J Raton 

17 050 JOY FOR LR 1 15] R 5-T^e 5 10 13 JTStnn»! 

18 USO BLA2KG MIRACLE (91 R senses 4 ;o 3 Jle R Konttwoe 

BEnma U-4 What's Yow Story, 61 Kh« Gireeacfa, 61 Act Of Firth, 
61 YWcorae Cell, Hardkifc Pemcaier. 12-1 Btolera Bay, 161 otters 

FftraNGDON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £6^00 added 2m If 


4X)0 


PAUL CROUCH ER MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £6.500 added 2m 4f 

1321-54 AROUND THE HORN (97) (OJQflwC 9 120 PWde 

P 456 P 1 PASHTO (16) (DI N Hencenon 9 12 0 — -M A Fitzgerald 

UFPUb WISE APmOACH ( 6 ) (DJ h Baite, S U 8 JRdtan 

67-P3W.I ALL FOR LUCK (10) (CD) M Rpe 11 11 4 _....DBrid 0 nler 

63CW MCftLEJOenajpMTsielOlOO _WManton 

fVWC WYtAM (201 (DI J Grtftto 9 100 J.AEpefl{5) 

- 8 declared - 

Minimum ne^if Ida Tnx twaap weigis: Nate Joe ?a LSD. KVtan Sst 
BETTING; 5-4 Pashto, 61 AnamdThe Horn, 61 Wytaai, 61 NUde Joe, 
AI For Luck, 161 Wise Approach 


2.25 


1 31354-5 YOUNG SNLKSFTT (9D (CO) D 5new»c 12 12 0 - J Ottarae 

2 113-134 WEE RWER (23) (DJ G t'Va? 7 H 6 I Cannflwn 

3 410U45 JAKS TIC ffitST 113) (D| P i-SSafls 8 10 3 PHUe 

4 533153 SOUTHAHRON (U) (BF) G Sacrg 6 10 2 A P McCoy 

-4 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Wee Rhttr, 62 Somharnpoo, 61 Young SnugfiL 61 James 
The First 


4v35 


2.55 


SAEBM DU LOST MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 
D4 ASHMEAD RAM 8 LBI (181 F' MDtis 6 11 9 . . G Tormey (31 


RACECOURSE STATION HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5£00 added 4YO 2m 110yds 

1 121 HAMH 10 N SRK fl3) (DI u Pipe ll 10 1 Oshome 

2 35T RDAtTOTHEMEINL (14) (BF) P AJncfiei 10 8 ..G Tonney (31 

3 4321F1 OWftUR EXPRESS (J£) (D) A Swew 106 TBey 

4 OSF RfCHEIEU (231 P YV*te 10 b A P McCoy 

5 004 HIGHLY CHARMWG (IB) YV Mur 10 1 TJenks 

6 2404 OOLDWYN (USA] 08) D McMsoft 100 .WUareton 

7 960 VERDE LUNA (65) 0 Artxunrai 10 0 J* J Cntoly (5] 

-7 dedared- 

Atrerwnwe^ J0sLTaen'ewiieani^uo«‘V'&sfl3&. itorte Lina ’>3 30 

BETTING: 7-4 H ami l to n SIK, 7-2 Canlaer Express. 61 PedaluttKMietaL 
61 Goldeyn, 61 fflflity Chaneing, fflcheBea, 261 Verde Luna 


KELSO 


Mtmmun-.IDSL Tive n ac m&ffta: Costal Pass SBfJUo. MiacacBsiJo 

BETTING: 164 Supreme Soviet. 61 Cool Luke. 61 Coqui Lane. Bram- 
Uetwny, 61 Dwidnc Dove, 61 Ytefl Appointed, 161 others 


HYPERION 

215 Three Wild Days 2.45 Caithness Cloud 
3.15 Coqui Lane 3.50 Emerald Storm 4.20 Fi- 
nal Hope 4J50 Shallow River 520 Master Nova 


3.50 


GOING: Go«i (Good loSaf: in r lares) 

■ Undubnnj- course Kun-in ot it.c. furiooR-. 

■ Course is N .jf inun ottW- 1(1 1 . ADMISSION: Hub S HP, TaUi-r- 
saBs£7 1 ' DAPS £4. jmrnirannJ under- js^fa-ct. CAR PARK: Fus 

racms. 


SIS 


CUAKNEl: 


WINNERS M THE LAST SFPES DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BCKNEBS. Three Wild Day. iil? 
son l.-.l rrrilcr. Iij TTUc from Tjlmsa.T. N Yorks. 


KING'S OWN SCOTTISH BORDERERS 
HANDICAP CHASE £6 jOOO added 3m If 

1 1P1-21D CHLTUHBOY 16 T (O J Gooafart? 10 11 12.. Btetard Gnesl 

2 412415 ESERALD STORM 120) (CD) PMomenn 9 U 11 .GCaM (51 

3 1213-P3 ALTS AUDI (ID (CD) MB K RflWtey S119 PNiwn 

4 12F4-C3 WAYUPIttl (17) J J Otel 9 l£i 5 _ARoche(31 

5 350-400 VAYHUA (HD (17) J Hsier.j ll 10 2 ADobbia 

6 1S3- 111 STORMY CORAL (531 CPaftir SID 1 BStuey 

7 **jS- 5P BENGHAB(38|Arnomsail21DO_. DPatkertto 

8 SLC315- EASTER OATS (326) R Got* 9 100 _.._RSopple 

- B declared - 

Mnlrmm neeftt 10sL Tw n 'cap Beeftez, +sr 7ID. Faster Oac 9s: Xb 

BETTING: 2-1 Stormy Coral, U-4 EmeraU Storm. 61 CeOdh Boy. 61 
AlTs AflbL 61 WayopWL 161 Vbynia. 20-1 otfiere 


O I cl PERCY ARMS HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 4YO 2m 2f 


4J20 


1 iPPXl BARNABY MLUW ( 21 ) B I'zx&zr. 1013 - ..3 Storey 

2 432 CRYSTAL GBT 121) 4 V.T'JUrs ID 12 MMoieney 

3 00 MOVE MAN (27) 7 Tuftter 10 12 WFry 

4 54 PRINCE BtUDUME (111 T EflCv 10 12 ADobHn 

5 3U353 RAU15A (41 U ranrsne 10 12 LYYfer 

6 04 SUL FDSSO (14) 'As. 5 Erar. 10 12 -JBcbml Buert 

7 C£4: IHflEE MAD DAYS IlS) T Tap 10 12 JfrSSvlBS 

8 00 WANDERING HAMJS ( 1 « SY.W«ar 1012- . -MFtater 

9 5P WHATS SECRETO (USA) (17) H AOtettgr JO 12 F Urttiy (3) 

ID 0435 OUR RAINBOW (IT) '■'* 9 4 jsin 10 7 8&ntlanf7) 

U TOlWMfteT.Tirclo: MrCBo«wrl3) 

-11 declared- 

BETUNfr 62 ftjUtoa, 61 Crystal GHt, 61 Three WM Days, 61 Prtaee 
Equfaame, 61 YTyph. 10-1 SteFosso, 12-1 otters 


X RUTHERFORD (EARLSTON) HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £3,000 added 3m 4f 

1 FJU±- FWALH0PE(295|PTmS 122 Mrs F ftoflam (7) 

2 20C21-2 ROYAL JESTBt (2D (Q IBF) J Sewv U 1 12 2 JMr C Storey (5> 

3 (i~VA PARL3IZ (14) b 7 11 11 Mr A Robots (7) 

4 36405 BOWHA»YUAN(l«)mJG«5oril41110 MrTSaef7) 

5 42UO I4R DtPLOWTIC (SI i L Pam& 13 11 10-Mr U Brartnane (71 

6 fV'lfV- FOUnCN. astlE (368) (C) T ftssr 12 11 10 Jlr P iehoson (5) 

7 45A> T 000 LW HAMC (2D W Hx£fi 14 11 ID ..Jit T Otocock (7) 

8 43P BtRTLEY GH. (664J D Huntanor 12 115 Mr R Hale (5) 

-SdsGtamt- 

B0TW& 61 Rnai Hope, 7-2 Royal jester, 9-2 Psrlebtz, 61 Bon Kandy 
Man, 61 Poflticaf Issue. 61 BIrUey GbL 161 Dthen 


430 


2.45 


ERIC SCARTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS DJ 
£5*500 added 2m If 

1 243433 BRUITS DBUSHT (It) 8 ASar. 6 11 2__ — LWyar 

2 2412-322 CAnwCSS CLOUD (23) C 0 11 2 _B Storey 

2 R QJ$H SUPREME (50j(V) rttustv 7 11 2 PCarteny 

4 1556L2 DEYtUYd^G^^eH: NBrcdey 

5 0006 DfflWND MStT (66) 3 Pcfirt 5 11 2 . — ADobbte 

5 COMSO GUlfR-A (62) R Cs© 8 11 2 NSmftfi 

7 2>4534 LIVE AND LET LfVE (321 Uu L V Ruscft 12 11 2 .At Foster 

8 y-rtP+j THOMAS TW TANK 033) SGaoe 12 11 2 RSapple 

9 0-as> GBOUSE-N+tADSt ( 21 ) ? i.'urem 7 ui u DPariw 

ID U-56545 JUST HOLLY (24) .V R 8 M ? IQ 11 .TReed 

- IQ Hcfared- 

BErnNCt 2-1 Dnfay, 9-4 CaftfaMm Solid, 7-2 Briar's DefigM. 61 DomF 
no VSffA 161 Jan Maly, 161 Gotor-A, 261 otters 


FAMOUS GROUSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) (DfV 0 £3,500 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 0-2531 SHALLOW RIVER lit) P Coins 5 11 6 PWuen 

2 4-60 CURRENT 1IQNY 1104) M harmens 510 12-UrC Banner (SJ 

3 00B0 HNGSLAf«(4Dj[nsi71012 _ a Parker (3| 

4 OM USMOBELADdDRAfanTlOlT- SM«!i™*(7) 

5 62056P 5PHNG CALL lift P Uk 6 1012 _ ...Mr ft Whelan (ft 

6 000030 STRONGALONG I 1 B) 61012 9 Supple 

7 0-055 TUBWSH TOWER (ID R towiS. IP 12 NBenUey 

6 060 VRPRANO (17) 0 tWfcft 5 ID 12 - . .. ..DJMoftatf 

9 ID MISYDAYS(23)JH«araJtr/40nolOr PCarTOny 

ID 0P.H05 KWAUNS DANCER t±Ti V'ii L FirtVa 6 10 f MFostar 

-Udecfared - 

BETTING: 64 SlutfUw Rfcwr, 61 OaoyDayc, 61 Cuncrrt Mosy. 161Stn»- 
fgrtong. Spring CaO, Inriorii Toner, 12-1 otters 


5.20 


3J.5I 


42-1030 

111556 

14D043 

403043 

4&F3-22 

046613- 

3T564M- 

P44 


SPORT OF KINGS RACEWEAR HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 2f 

COQU LANE (27) (CD) 1 D-x 9 11 0 DteharQI 

OANCKG DOVE 03) (CD) & ftcMmsS 11 5 ADoUai 

COOL LUKE (13) G M Uxn 7 11 5 PCMWfiy 

6 RAM 8 LSSWY (U) (COI 5 5.tj*i 7 11 1 JDchad Guest 

SUPRBC SOVET (38) A Where 8103 JM Motoaey 

UHL APPOINTED (329) 6 Uasi^Eart 1 10 3 LWytr 

CASUAL PASS 12971 |0D) L Lunfio 13 100 fPanatl 

MUSKBLTn(S3)K6T-DThcman5i;»Q GUI5I 

• Sdedared- 


FAMOUS GROUSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
Dj (DiVU) £S500 added 2m 6f 110yds 

5132F4 TDUQl TECT (107) (CO) I4rf J 6 11 5._J(tortatl 

000260 DESStTBRAKE (201 Lfn 5 SirtW 6 10 12 .-HeftanlGuMl 

065&S6 GARSffS BDYfUffl J Tjrrer 6 10 12 WF* 

05 HBtUARE RIVER (721 P.Coanv 6 10 12 - _ LWyw 

14422 MASTER NOVA (22) IBFJMCanaCt'f 10 12— P’Wwn 

p THE ALAMO (151 R Ccflre 5 10 D PCarbeny 

32FJJ00 BLACK MACK WOMAN (151 J & 10 7 A Dobbin 

TO DAVWI4M0 (1ft D MHtan 6 10 7 D J Mofbtl 

(MO GAME POWT (66) D Larri 7 10 7 A Hamers (7) 

P0HN AGAIN I Fat 7 10 7 .JlSaitt 


-10 dedarad- 

BBT1NG: 611 Master Nora. 7-1 Desert Brave. Tough Test 161 Garbo's 
Boy. 124 Honmare RMs, 161 The Alamo. 161 otters 


RESULTS 


DONCASTER 

1_35; 1. HAYA YA KEFAAH ifl Flrewmi 
13-1. Z Outstayed Wafcome 20-1: 3. Go«- 
en AntMvl'61; 6 AlrnuMararn 8-1 21 ran. 

61 'j. Cjaniic i6'.n>. I 5 -'-. 6. ‘H Sutit^fsei 
Tote: £72.TO; 112.60. U 10. £3 50. 
*2.30. OF: £734.10. CSF- £645.83. T mat.: 
£14.087 14 Tr.o: t»l jWl 

2.05: Z MANFUL -MiSS A Drfyi 20-1: Z 
Hazard A Guess 8-1:3. Princess Datilsda 
:-OZ 4. Gaflanftnr 33 1. ZYran. 13 2n Wa 
CjU« i*jn£. iSarino Bnfame 3 : A. 4. [Y/ Elsey). 
Tote: £29.00. £5.50. £2 60. £7 .20. £12-60. 
DF- £106.50. C5F- £180 77. Tnc«si: 
£3.o6?.S0.7*">: £1.680.20. Mft Sea God 
2435: Z INDIAN SPARK (T St^aKei 
100-30: 2. Joint Venture 5-L 3. Mudiea 
100-30 7 ran. 5-2 ». Frefrik 17* F«tce (4tni. 
4. 3'- :. i\7 G V. Turret' Tola: £3 70: £220. 
£2 « DF; £21.40 CSF: £20.58. 

3.05: Z FIRST ISLAND IM Hdlsi 62: Z 
Wljara 6-1. 3. Nwaamfe 11-10 fav. 7 ran. 
1 ; ... 2'y.. iG Wragg.i. Tale: I4.4G: £240. 
£29C>. DF. £9 90. CSF: £28.61. 

3.40: Z UTILE NOGGINS <J Suck, 16 1. 
Z Lady Caroline Lamb 20- 1; 3. Passion Fbr 
Life J l fa.- 4. Secra voucher it- L 18 ran. 

: .'. r*. rc C-.v^. Tote £13.00. £2.70. £430. 
£1 SO. £3 90 OF: £143 60 CSF- £27&OL 
TntAii: £1.443.:-7. Ino: £636.10. 

4 JO: L JACKSON HILL (Fat EdcKiyi 6-4 
fa.-. Z DeaiBine rme 12-1 3. Dancing Cav- 
alier 16-1. 18 ran. He. 1-/.. i R Cnamont. 
Tote: £2.50. £130. £2 60. £3.70. £4.00. 
DF: £15.30. CSF. £24 37 Tncart £249.54. 
Tnc. £161.80. NR. Roman Gold 

4.40: L INSfYABI (WCjruni 5-LLPo- 
Itnesso 2-1 fav. 3. Courting Danger 20-1 
15 ran. 2. 7. U Duntepi. Tote: £5.60; £1-80. 
£2.00. 15.10. DF- £9 10. CSF: i 17 47. Tno: 
£102.90. NR. Fr>-l Twwile. 

Jackpot: N« vjq n. Pcoi a! £59.279.90 cor- 
ned tor. vara ir> Doncasi^rwway. 

Ptacepot: £7,481.10. Quadpot: £78.60. 
Place 6: £2.984.66 Ptaee 5: £4i53.88. 
PLUMPTON 

Z2S: Z JOJO U R Karanagfi) 11-6 lav; 
Z CMeftato’s Crown 6 L Z Just-Mena-Mou 
13-S. 5 ran. 5. 21 (D Gnsselh. Tote: £2 10: 
£1.40, £1.20. DF. £3.70. CSF. £7.49. 
NRs: Easy Breezy. Nauucal Georfe, ScnpL 
ZS5: Z BLACK CHURCH (D O'Sutlr.an) 
6-12. Mirage Dancer 8-1: 3. Rhoman Fun 

11- 4. 5 ran. 4-5 fav Narftir (4tM 2. rR- 
Roii*i. Tore: L9 20. £2.60. £2 00 DF: 
£11.90. CSF: £39.67. HR® Unte Tom. Oh 
So Handy. Ragtan Road 

3JS: Z FANE PARK <G HofHni 6-L Z 
Lady Poly 20-1; Z Father's Joy 16-1. B ran. 
64 :av Neverott (Jm.-. ». as. il Weftsi. Tote: 
£8.70; £2 JO. £6.10, £3 60. . DF. £116.20. 
CSF- £88.45. Tncasu £1.640.56. Tno: 
£95.90 HRs: Classic Image. NKtonv. Tat* A 
Flyer. Araerrded resutc 2nd and 3rd Maces re- 
versed after inquir/. 

4.00: ZWtNSPfT rj Kavanagfti 2-1 fav: Z 
Cobb Ge» 9-2: Z Smart In Sable 3-L G ran. 
IV:. 17 fRAInert Tote £2.70: £1-50, £2 SO. 
DF: £420. CSF- ao.46. NR: Sfa; Of David. 

4JO: Z GOLDEN OPAL >'G Supplei 6-1; Z 
BSss Fern 4-8 fav. 4 ran (2 finished), rtk iR 
BucWon . Tote: 16.6C'. DF: £5 £». iSF: £10.63. 

ZOO: X PYRAMIS PRINCE (Mr M Gmgeill 
9-4; Z II Bambino 13+? fav. Z Macedonas 
9-1. 5 ran. 6. 24. U Vrtryiei. Tote: £3 00: 
£2.0C'. £1.40. C«F- £3.60: CSF: £&'08. Tno: 
£12.50. NRs: Caoiari Coe. Marinera Ccn*. 
WrtTOSVj, 3D Four LiD. 

Ptacepot £1.698.60. Quadpot £762.60. 
Place B: £ 1.269.39. Place 5: £ 704.67. 

WINCANTON 

2.15: 1_ HEADWIND IF HsK-i 3-1: Z Se- 
cret Spring 11-1 lav: 3. Penrose Led 

12 - L 17 ran. 9. 4. u Gflcudi. Tats: £3.30; 
£L50, £2 00. £3.60. DF. £5.60. CSF: 
£10.95. Tno: £34.40. NR: ModaypJ. 

Z45: L TRYING AGAIN (R Duwrocd)') 

8- 11 tan,-. Z Capenwray 7-2: Z Rhrer Gale 
321 9 ran. DHL 26 iD GaraJoffgi. Tote: 
££70: £1.10. £1.10. £2.10. DF: £3 10. CSF- 
£3.66. Tno £15.20. NRs.: Our iVoer. Row 
Garner, . Soorerne Muse. 

3 JJi: L FULL OF FIRE iMr U Armyragei 

5- L'ZBeauropatre 7~J tad Z Reef Pra-^ess 
41. 6 ran. 2.10. rh feufeii Tote: £5.30: 
£2.00. £1 40. DF: £4.10. CSF: £13 35. Tn- 
casc £30.60. Tro: £3 40. NRs. CVsen Run. 
Duftalfcw Lorift 1 . Synaerborwigji Lad 

ZSO: Z CAUINA H 1-1 fa.: Z Young 
Tecs 8-1; 3. Gtengamf GU3d. 18 ran. 3. 
20 iN Graham i. Tote: £2.90: £L 50, £1.90. 
£1.50. DF: £11.00. CSF: £17 48. Tno: 
£30.40. NRs: Jaunh jure. Lady Ness. 

4ZO: Z OAKLANDS WORD (Ui J Jutesi 

6- 1: Z King's Treasure 5 1 . 3. Bright Buns 

9- Z 13 ran. 9-4 fa SftH In Buomcas (5ihi. 

4. 13 IE Rraaesi. Tote: ££10. £190. £190. 
£2 90. DF- £3 LOT. CSF: £36.02. Tnc.- 
£63.40 NR: tte-./inr. Darker. Paid EUnor, 

4.50: L JOSIFINA lA Rwaoni 25- 1, 2. 
Menolete 7 ? ji fe.- 3. Teen Jay 10-1. 8 
ran. 7 -2 j: »a,- Saint C«L 1. 10 «M MeOor- 
mac*-.,. Tote: £34.10: £6.10. £L40. £2.70. 
DF: £48 SO CSF £104.69. Tnca«. £87642. 

SS20-. L AERtON J 04»me, -M. 2. Wert 
worth 6CL Z Z Warner For Players 3-1 fav. 
16 ran. 5. 5. <0 Sterwiai. Tore: £6 20; 
£2.30. £6 60. £1 20. DF; £239.90. CSF: 
£173 93. 7na fits ,-«l NR All Sev.Ti Up. Srer- 
ra fieioda 

Ptacepot £37.00. Quadpot £11.10. 

Place 8: LX> 36. Place S: 11931. 
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sport - ■■" , v : . 

Riley plays the professional to per 





Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Lisbon 

Wayne Riley ‘s image is not 
what it was. Even John Daly, the 
original wild man of golf, has re- 
labelled him the “mBd colonial 

boy". 

Thai his head was not sepa- 
rated from his torso yesterday 
as pulls bubbled all over the 
Aroeira greens enabled Riley to 
record a" 65 in the Portuguese 


Open. At six under par. he is two 
shots behind the first round 
leader, Klas Eriksson of Sweden. 

“I was what you might call a 
colourful chararter." Riley said. 
“But now you can come and 
watch me as much as you like 
and it will be fairly boring. I am 
more professional.*’ 

Playing in the second match 
of the day. the Australian took 
advantage of virtually un touched 
putting surfaces to be out in 30. 
There again, he saved himself 
loo much trouble with his 


broomhandled puLter by three 
times hitting short iron shots to 
within IS inches of the hole. At 
the 504-yard 15th, he gpl within 
two feet with a driver and 3-iron 
to set up an eagle. 

Then it was a matter of hold- 
ing together the score, and the 
head, 'ewer the (already tram- 
pled) front nine. “It was always 
in the back of my mind that the 
from nine was coming up," he 
said. “The greens are no one's 
fault, it’s just the weather, but 
they look as if they ran the 


Grand National over them. 
You need a bit of luck." 

Riley has a base in Surrey and 
is a member at Camberley 
Heath, to which, minus the 
heather, the treelined Aroeira 
course is comparable. The pro 
there. Gary Smith, is his coach 
and spent time recently with Ri- 
ley in Australia. Victory at last 
summer’s Scottish Open at 
Carnoustie, over the likes of Fal- 
do and Montgomerie, came as 
a relief after 10, sometimes up- 
roarious, years in Europe. 


At his first tournament in 
Britain, he kicked a ball off a 
green in full view of the TV 
cameras and at an event in 
France his then girlfriend con- 
sidered the best way to deliver 
an ice cream was to run across 
a green in high heels. “1 didn't 
get fined for that one.” he said. 

“Whenlwasyoung, I was per- 
ceived as being hot-headed. But. 
now I am 33 and everybody 
grows up. For eight years, golf 
was my profession, but 1 was 
more interested in going round 


the world having a good time; 
Wheal got to 29, 1 derided it was 
time to play more seriously." 

Almost a metre of rain has 
fallen in the Lisbon area since 
November, hampering prepa- 
rations of the.couise, but it took 
a delay of more than two hours 
for early-morning fog to get a 
new entry in the catalogue of 
bad weather stories bn This 
year’s tour. Several players will '' 
have to complete their rounds 1 
this morning. Of the. .lat,er 
starters, only Cambridge's Rus- : 


sell Clay don, .who matched ; 
Ricky WjHison’-s earlier 66, 
mntf rinspitn threatening Eriks- 
son’s course record of&. ' . 

■The first dung the j+yeariokl' 
does when arriving atanew des^ 
tmarirm k find a gym for his dak . 
^houfswei^tliftnjft In nearly -J 
Caparica. he walked 500 yards - i 
fr am bus hotel and found ah es- 
tablishment that caters mainly 
/for the reined. ■ 

After two years on tour 
; plagued byaWnst tendon prob- .• 
iem, Eriksson is stronger and-.. 


longer off the tee than ever. 
“Weightlifting ‘is also psycho- 
foacaL”hebdded- Eriksson has 
fa&dtOBiiakea cui in foor evens 

V.-.- t . #lw>- 


IOOTUL nC olMUCU W 

nfrtfr hirdjginthengxt 11: holes. 
posnwoESg tffffl V****'" Lte p° D >pf ; 

h laadlBtf M KMDd wn* (CB w m vans 
■ «*SSe3 K Bfwon TSwl- a6 WWwgOL 

WRWKon: R Owai tV£ 8 MP BMJ 

asws SissBWSga 

g5S5r?^p M iSr f ess 


<sn£ns ivSt p urtwi tspn r ut^otisw}. 
89 T (Gad: J Payne; R Mve (Nrti?; J 

. tm R wisfflte C Oswer-lMilWMWMftB 
im pRoureoff D Fawny: e Deiqr.P-/aetM.. 


Working up a sweat 
in a shopping centre 

Mike Rowbottom watches the world’s best squash players 
show off their skills in a tournament with a strange setting 


After New York. Hong Kong. 
Tokyo and Qatar, the squash Su- 
per Series has shifted to a less 
cosmopolitan venue for its play- 
offs this week... Hatfield. 

The theory behind this choice 
is that pulling Lhc sport in a non- 
iraditional location will spark 
much-needed new interest. 
Thus il was lhai ihe world's 
eight leading players, including 
Pakistan's perennial world 
champion. Jansher Khan, found 
themselves in the Galleria shop- 
ping centre on a rainy Thursday. 

Amid potted palm trees and 
pay-per-ride children's batmo- 
biles, they laboured mightily on 
a perspex court sel up in the cen- 
tral well of a building vast 
enough to house aircraft. Far be- 
neath their feet - such is the cen- 
tre's ambitious construction - ran 
the AJ. Above tbeir heads, a ring 
of intrigued faces stared down 
from the first floor balcony 

Some of these unofficial 
spectators, like John and Joan 
Hogg, a retired couple from 
nearby Codicoie. had come in 
the knowledge that the event 
was on. Both had played squash 
regularly in their youth, but even 
that did not guarantee an ex- 
tended attendance, as Joan 
made clear. “I was just saying 


lo John. 'What do you think 
about this as a spectator sport, 
because I’m quite happy to go.' 
He said he just wanted to hear 
ihe score first." 

But Brian Eva as. a 55-year- 
old refrigeration engineer from 
Cambridgeshire, was already 
making plans to return at Lhe 
weekend having noticed the 
event while on a shopping trip. 

Evans had a special interest, 
as a player for Eynesbury Hard- 
wick in the Cambridgeshire 
Squash League for the last 25 
years. But he acknowledges 
that the sport has a fundamen- 
tal problem which no amount 
of novelty venues can alter. 

“Unfortunately squash is not 
a spectator sporC especially on 
television. U all looks quite easy 
watching from up here. You 
don't realise how fit you have to 
be to reach all those shots." 

HLs experience mirrors that of 
the sport in this country since the 
boom years of the early 1980s. 
“We used lo have 400 members. 
Now’ we are down to 60. 1 am 
playing all Ihe people 1 used to 
play 15 years ago because the 
youngsters are not coming 
through any more. They don't 
want to get sweaty. I think." 

Getting sweaty did not rep- 


resent a problem for Chris 
Waltcer, England's world No 7 
who defeated the world No 2 
Rodnev Eyles. in the openin 
round • bin match. But the 
playing environment, far 
brighk / and busier than was 
ideal, icok a little adjusting to. 

“Once we are in the court ir’s 
like our office." Walker said. “We 
are in there and we do the busi- 
ness. Every now and again you 
notice someone walking past’ the 
side walL but we tend to con 
cen irate on the ball even hard 
er than usual in a perspex court 
because it is not easy to see.” 

As the third most presti 
gious competition in squash 
behind the British and World 
Opens, the Super Series cone 
sponds to the grand prix circuit 
in international athletics, and 
these play-offs, sponsored by 
Equitable Life, offer £30.000 in 
prize-money - a respectable 
figure in a sport not overly en 
dewed with cash. The 400 paid 
for seals are sold out for the final 
days of competition tomorrow 
and Sunday. But the main tar 
get audience, as ever, is televi 
sual - Sky is broadcasting 
highlights to 15 countries on 
Easter Sunday, reaching an es- 
timated 100 million viewers. 
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The perspex squash court in a Hatfield shopping centre, which is the venue' for the World Super Series event This week Ph otogra p h : Pete r Jay 


Harried dismisses his rivals 

Boxing expects to finalise the title de- 


JUST THE Ti C K E T : . A guide for the sporting spectator 


Naseera Hamed delivered his 
usual set of predictions yesterday 
after sizing up possible oppo- 
nents. The World Boxing 
Organisation featherweight 
champion will meet the unde- 
feated challenger Daniel Alicea, 
of Puerto Rico, or the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation cham- 
pion. American Tom Johnson, in 
London in May or early June. 

His promoter Frank War- 
ren. having dismissed the claims 
of the British pair. Colin 
McMillan and Duke McKenzie, 


expects to finalise the title de- 
fence next week. He has pen- 
cilled in another fight' in July 
then a September or October 
match with the World Boxing 
Council super-featherweight 
champion, Azumah Nelson. 

Hamed said: “I rate Alicea a 
gond. young, strong fighter, 
but I will probably’ give him 
three rounds. Johnson is getting 
past it and looks a bit chinny. 
He will go in less than that. 

“Nelson is a legend and I can't 
wail to meet him. They say he is 
loo strong but at 37, and against 
my punching, he will be stopped 
in less than eight rounds." 



YOUR 
BILLS 
TO GAS 
MARK 
LOW 


If you’re currently spending more than £1 100 a year on 
gas. our simple recipe could cut your bills dramatically. 

Take one telephone. Dial our number. Discover how 
much you could save b\ switching to low cost gas (ham 
Amerada. 

With no new pipqs or roadworks, there’ll be no 
disruption or inconvenience. Call us now and there'll be 
no need to simmer when you gel your next bill 


RMERRDR HESS GRS 


CALL 0500 00 11 00 


NGING LOW CO 
GAS TO YOU 


This weekend 

TODAY 

CURLING: U>tbam Grange Hotel Scotnsn 
Para OwmpuxBfup (Coniiioni Plays starts 
today at 3.1am, wirfi ttw final session at 
9.30pm. Tomorrow's plays is from 8 -30am 
to 11pm. Sunday's programme; quarter-finals: 
10am: semi- finals 12.30pm; final 3pm. 
SpecMUtglsfree. Letnam Grange Curt log Rnh. 
Const on. 8y Aroroam. Angus. iTel: 01241 
S90373'». 

SNOOKER: Embassy World Championshro Fi- 
nal quashing fTettaitl). final qualifying corv 
Unues today to comptere the enny to me Wort) 
Cna mplonsfi Ip stardr^ red month at me Cru- 
cible Theatre m Sheffield. Sixteen go through 
from Tettoro and [her names vwl Be drawn 
at random to play the node's leading 16 play- 
e»v. already seeded bi ihe fiat round. The draw 
-.Kill Be made on BBC Grandstand 31 5pm »• 
morrow. Admission: £lnoon session: £1.50 
£fipm session. All eight matches are best of 
19 Itames irwre and 10 In the sesscre) Te*w 
International Centre. Si Quentin's Gate. 
Telford. Shropshire. TTel: 01952 291919). 
SQUASH: EomtaMe Life Super Senes C4ay- 
ofl finals (Hatfcldi. Jansher Idran. the World 
No l.vwth M Hams and Mart, Chalonerfrom 
Britain, are among the leading players 
who nave been most successful at the eight 
iCHjnarnents which comprise the international 
Super Senes of Squash, played around the 
world last year. Play m the finals continues 
today on a round-room Itxmat at 3pm and 6pm 
and tomorrow at 1pm and 4pm. wnen two 
matches nail he played in each session. Thsd- 
lourth play-off is at lpm on Sunday. Wowed 
tne final at 3.30pm. Adme&oa- £J0 today 
and lomonow; LIT on Sunday. The Galleria 
Outlet Centre is just oft A1 at Hatfield. Hen- 
loroshire. 

SWIMMING: Optrex Brtush OMnp-c Trials 
(Sheffield i. Two hundred and fifty men and 
240 women, represent ng 125 dubs, wilt con- 
test 26 events and places m Britain's roam 
fOrftnanta. Among the men. MarhRwar.from 
the Cny of Cardnf Club, nas yoi to vnn an 
COympK medal Bur this time e or* of Britain's 
best prospects in the Ireestyte. Also on form 
are PSch Gillmgiam. me City of ftrmin^ram 
breastOTOLe swimmer who -won Brenre >r 
Barcelona and Paul Palmer, of Liricoln Pen- 
raaua. nw Dock ro ns oest after iimess ruled 
him out of the Commcwsann Games and 
World cnampionshlDS. Karon PicKenng. from 
tpswidL, is the first British woman to wdn a wodd 
sfxrt-rourse Mte. ffxs m the 100 m arx) 200 m 
freestyle. Heats are at 9am daily, with finals 
from 4 pm. Admissron; Pwws Forge interna - 
penal Sports Cemre. Sheaf Street, s n Sheffield 
My centre. iTel: Olid 27B 91994. 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Carling Premterehip, End- 
sleigh League and Befl s Scottish league. 
RUGBY LEAGUE: S* Cm Crafieng? Cui semi- 
final: ftadtod v Leeds i2.15i :ar ArfiM 
hkAipine s ra*um. Hudderdfefd!. 

RUGBY UNION: PiDOnglon <3up sem-firuls: 
Bath * Gloucester r3.0t: Lxxwor. insn v 
Leicester (2.155. Swaroc Cup quarter-tirjis: 
LlanWH v Camaf i2.30i: Meatn v Our jam 
r2_3Q); Newtytdgev Pontypnad i2.30 : New- 
port v Casrohiify >2 30i. Courag? CJuBs' 
Champi qrr-hlp. insurance Corporatwn msh 
Lea^re. 

HOCKEY: women's National League. 
RACING (Hat meetings In capitals): DON- 
CASTER: Club £16. Grandstand £10: Fami- 
y Endonte £4 iundor-16s free a! endosun.-si 
(2.0 i. UNQFJELD (Afl Weather): rAemoers 
£13. Tatrorsalls £9. S*cr Fhng £5. r225i. 
Bangor PadducK £9: Course £4 (under- 16s 
free all enclosures! (2 10>. Newbury. r.'«m- 
oere £13: Tarrersons £8. Stver Rmg £3 iOsps 
h3(.'Er(C0i il.O). 

BOWLS: Na&onai Cnampyi of Ch a rt so ra 
ged I'Bembrdgel. The final stages aar: with 
three sessfons tomorrow at 10am. 1.45pm 
and 4 30sm. The s*mi -finals are cn Sunday 
at 10am. k*OM6/i by tna final .V. 2pm Spec- 
tating is M. VJamer Sembndge Indoor 
Bowling Club. FTsfiermansWbD'. Lars? End. Be- 
mbmifla. SJfl of Wigrt it®- 01983 8749671. 
GREYHOUND RACING: Dairy fifimu-rSporong 
Lite CVand rrahKTO I scnn -finals (Wahhamasn.. 
Regal S’ Legsr Fnai tSincerSarsc). 

GYMNASTICS-. Bnnsh Phythmic Chamqi- 
or*H ps (8>9tcMey i. Seniors and jurudtt dam- 
pete i or tne overall Me Kyr.oruw ana the 
tettng aght g/mn3Sts m wch tSsciparw qua^ ■ 
ify for ’die indMcuai un Sunftr,-. nro ps- 
nare chsmoiansfws sure. 31 llam tamanri. 
Wiwed by tho semen « 2 30pm Th* ino- 
vtdi.al tinea; ai 2-20 on SundJ,-. PaN 
aomimon: £4 WyTi. L2 cr.dcrsr.0A9s. 
Leisure Centre. Pnncw Way. Bterchiey. Wil- 
ton warn (Tcc 01903 37 7251 r. 
LACROSSE: Ciifri and Ctivjfef Ta:jr.amer: 
iCoonamj. S’ Thomas's vC Guy's “osprus 
Sa«s Ground. SraietfASemcji’ Cotham.a^ 

fioy 

NETBALL: inromiL-wiaj Watch. Er-ganc v 
'.VaiesiBwlWi Ihn marcr. x tha Buryan Con- 
rn? in B-'dferc is a sen -out 

SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL: Ccca<oia Cuo final asron '/rna 
■i Leeds i5.0i ijr yiematv'. fa Cafling Pro- 
mieremc: Marxhesuir U:a v Tctftwthar. tc.Oi 
Epeskat?! tosjunce iiwgLo r ra Orja.cn: Huc- 
cers field v GnmsBy il Oi. 


PICK OF THE DAY 

TlffS WEEKEIW/Rdllying 

Vauxhall Rally of Wales 
Chester 

Atistier McRae won the \feuxhdl Ral- 
ly of Wales, the opening round of 
the MoW 1 hop Gear British Cham- 
pionship, last year and went on to 
become dwnpkxi. He wiU be back 
at Chester today, thoi^h this year 
he is not contesting the Formula 
2 championship, driving instead a 
Ford Escort Cosworm with the in- 
tention of making the step up to 
WforW rallying level and joinlngriis 
brother Colin. Chester is the base . 
tor 150 miles of forest stages as 
the drivers take up the challenge 
todc^f of tricky gravel surfaces m 
north and mid -Wales. Anew 23- . 
mite stags has been added this year 
and wilt be held under floodlights 

RUGBY UNION: Sutwn Coldfield Schools 
Severva-SKte Tournament. The 30tH tourna- 
ment yans at 11am. wnh the under-19 fi- 
nal schetUed for 5.15pm. Soeoamg s free. 
Ruddy Football Qua. Waknlev Road. Sutton 
Coiafed, v/esi Midlands. Cfel: 0121 351 
5323i. 

HOCKEY: inremanonal Matcnes; Women: 
England v France (1.151: Men: Engand v In- 
dia i3.15j. (Milton Keynesi. Pro Internation- 
al opening of tfro fJaoonai Hockey Stadium 
at Milton Keynes begins a senes of of fogi- 
proNe marenes in tne own to tne Otymprr 
Games. Seats: trorered £10. family covered 
£30: urc7.«red £730 acute, £5 luruors, fam- 
Sy uncovered £20. Pro Ssaflum, &®ury Boute- 
vaTO. Mi Iran Keynes. fTei: 01908 2344661. 
MOTOR RACING: L-g?Ttmrg Rocs Challenge 
Cuo r.'.imDiedo'.i. Racmgwi ttro wm starts 
a: 6om. Aamasnr: iS aaute. £3 children. 
VAmbieCon StaS-um. Plough Lane. London 
SW1T. flei: CIS! 945 8000 . Stock Rods 
Challenge Cuo rvarrrouni firs race is at 
230pm on the o.ai. Admission: £7 adults, 
£330 Charon. SSCum. VamrotsM Road. Ca&- 
termn-SeaLSuft*. sontrwseifrontbetMsen 
i^tster art rajm-xah. iTeL 01493 7203431. 
TABLE TENNIS: Em.sH League Premier Dw- 
fiiort: BrL G'C.'C v Danmgron (Grove School. 
StaftonJ 3tree", Market Drayran, Shropshire. 
230 sarj. Hqrsnam v Sr Necte iBnMdtxidge 
Heath LeTure C errre. Wicknim Lane. Broad 
on-age H*am. Hgq-roni. .'rea Susses. 2.301: 
Lincoln . Lnda Farrow (Rusran Marconi Span 
and Social CtaS. Nevrart- Road. Lincoln. 
2.15-: Team firne* v Gasgpw iPte- 

niet Academy Sports Has. 49 Come Green 
Road, fijenm Hatch, Brenruood. Esser. 

2 30i. 

TENPIN BOWLING: National Cr-a moonships 
I'irjsindofii. In me trord and final weekend of 
me tfiamarartsf.iss, me tuayws attuning tne 
Ingres: scores 31 each catcgsr^ will «nn. Play 
>s from 9am to 8om :<y-orrom and Sunday. 
«^r. snaes and doCAes ptajed Cumg uro day: 
from 5.15pm fi-.re-man wair.s comwie. 
Specratoig ^ free. Superbowf. Shaw RrCge 
leisure Fart-. Whter.-:' Way. Sivmoon He!: 
01793 &5S686-.'. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7.30 unless stated): Monday; 

FA Carting Premiership: SbUrtamston v 

Covenpy '3.0. EndsM^i fcasuesnea League 
Third Division: Doroaste' v Mansfieto. GM 
•raiartaK Ccr^rerce: Dagenham and Redbnq^ 
v Baer. HrcrtstoJ v s»«age f7.45i. Tues- 
day: European Under-21 Chnmpionsriip 
quaraeT-flim se c o n d- le g Scar and v Hun- 
Gjvy (at Easter Rood) B In tc t ua tkwat Norgv 
em. Ireland / rjerr/r,- Cr trope a raf CtJerainel. 
EndsMgi Irauraocc League second Di- 
vtdon: Bn aa. Rcwre v Cnestartietd: Carfrsre 
v Rrjin^fr^m iT.cfi; hlti v Noes courey- Pe- 
lercorcugh i. BiacFsooi '7.451; Wyccrnoe v 
BraoJcro: 1 7.45,: Vc«i- v Bownemown. mw 
Division: Ght-srar ■: Cambridge Utd: Fur ham 
Leyton Cnero J 4£,. Heretonl v Lincoln: Pro- 
ston , Bu-ri Sc jhdxwtro v Ereter. GM Vaux- 
halt Conferenc e : Dover v weftnu 

Ha Jo ■: so.rm .1 * : 4$.-. v a gies i e u v fitm- 

iYCf. 1 7 45.: Tefcnd v 'At*irg fT J*' Wednea. 
day. tntemationnl Mat c hes: England v 
EUDgana -5.0i -x i,\er>Sfari: Ncrtnem iretanc 
v NOW3V <at ViirAsr Park. BeKoaB: Repub- 
lic ot Iretar.-i v Rusae lal Larsdcwre Abed. 
Out 1 ini: ScsSita v flcarala iaOl far Han- 
#!&! Pan. BndsIeijgN Instwaace League 
Rut Pivlaton: P«5rc-j7( v Pnn vale. CM 
Vatahafi Conferenc e: Gateg-^ac ■; Aiwvytam 

• 7 45 ;. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Friday: Stones Super 
League; Pan-, 

RUtSY UNION: Tuesday: Cfub Matches: 

Cros? toys 1 Near •? Gt: Sumorjan Wan- 
«rtrs j rneoisn 01 . s»4n Wales Pofire 

* Penan ti it C.. Tf^*nar. v Eie»er >7 15i: Tne- 
degar v Poreyso:' :7.0:. Wednesday: Qub 
Match: Mow.'?, > RAF (7.30i 

RACING {Flat oteetuucc in captals|; Mon- 
day: FOLKESTONE: OuD £12 fiFider-lBs 


~on the prOrnenatie at PfeWBtfgTtori 
on the vifrral pentesuia torigftt from 

Spm. To supplement fliechafripl- 

. unships ctes5es, : the ctesb and 
sportscarraliy.held tomoFrbw.vrtS 
. ptwkfea s^ ofsfajfiiyc^fT^ 
yesteryear.; ';v 

Whereto' watch: Uw rdHy. starts Kxfcrfcofri 
Chester racocourseat 2prrL S18b« txie:-Cto- 
caertog Forest East ffit3tcar 2154prn; B5105 
. isoiim-iirestiXRuWrL.CIvosfl.SlaiaTdrf’BV 
maefino Soulh l4^tiPWawthofwwHAied 
drt BAA06fmm A5; porting #-Vrml»3Mh 
offiBrimachiip.vfe® GuynoOd, onKA.'^foi 
(Lee Remuadirei North (4.44 Pbk pWtaigis 
in vfliage pn-rtga-rwar ehurchH St^a sawn 
and ulgg Euro WriidlSJAqm: one ndB.fiom 
jutic»anaieof»SIt6toiaA554to«rt&>lew 
6rtRhio>x dstK oir-piijmenddaJ.' TamonOw: 
Stags -10: Sw»« Haftwi (ft3torc North or 
A44,shnT8esfiflrih-iieKofJpn(si<srvo(M7ti 
at Usnaihg.^ov*ysJ. Sg^k aisinfl 13: Dyfi 
111327am aid l^pncmth of B4A04V& 
mies. frnm ' junction oT ; A489Machynletfi 
road, south-east of Doljj’feu^Gwynedd, on 
A47».Sta0p JSrOySiart C3Jlpm; l«th«es 
north or A453 , orra439S. ■-/Lrafle-froui TJon- 
gjdfnn, PoaysLfoKfr 6pm a! Chefittr 
• courae. _ ; ; .'• • • 

free!: Tanereafis £BS a (Rnt race 1.501. 
FdotmO: Ctub £12: Junior CJub 1 12 to 15- 
year-aWsl £2. under 12s free: Tartercals £8 
(accompareeo under- 16s tee); SFver rang £4. 
(2_10j. Hexham: Club £9: Paddock £6 
(OAK £4). 12.01. Tuesday: NEWCASTLE OUb 
£12: Teoetsafe £9: SWer Rru £4 (£2 hr OAPs 
and regsteieo <5saWed). (2_30). HunCstgdan: 
Membe«s £12: Paddock £ft Corse £4. 
12.20). Sondmm: Club and Grandstand 
(conferred) £12: knew CU) 116 - 25yrs) £10; 
Sfeer Rmg £4. (2.10). Wednesday: CATT- 
BBCK: Oub £11: Tacmate £7: Course £250 
[under ISs free into it enclosures!. 12 . 20 ). 
UNGHEUX IAW) Members £13. Tatlersafis 
£9; SAer Rtng £5. 12.101 Chepstow: Oub 
£14; Tattosafis £10 (OAPs £51. 12.0). Thurs- 
day: LEICESTER: Club £12; Tatmsafe £8: 
Silver FBng £4. lacoomparaed under- lGs 
free). f225i. AMree: County Amree Roof 
£20: County Sand ftoof or reserved seat £20: 
Owen Mother stand Roof or resenred seat 
£20: Gtertlwr, Sand £17; County Lawn 
£15: Tanenaas £S. Car parte County £15; 
Central £5. *2 jOI. Tawiton: Members £11: 
Paddtx*£850;CerureofCciijrse£4. (2.15). 
Friday: LMGFIELD [AW): as Wednesday. 
c2.20r. AMrae as Thursday. (2.0|. LucOow: 
Ctub £14 (accompanied unoer-lfis freej: Tat- 
leisalls £9: Course £5. (2.151. Sedgefield: 
Paddock £8 (OAPs £41; course £2. i2J0). 
NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL: Safarday: FA Caring firmiersfip. 
Endsleigi Insurarce League and Bell's Scot- 
tish I pagip , Sunday: FA Cup serru-finats; 
Chelsea 1 Manchester United (1-30) far VB- 
la Part): Liverpool v Nomwiarn Forest (4.0) 
rat Old Traflbrffl. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Saturday: Stones Super 
leegaetHcttorv London Broncos 15^0): Old- 
ham v Wigan (€.01 tat Boundary Rartt. Ofd- 
fiarm. Sunday: Stones Super League: 
Bradford Butts vCasttefartt Leeds vwamng- 
twv Wortongran Town v St Helms. 

RUGBY UMOK: Saturday: Couip^ Oubs 1 
Cfiampranshto. Heeroken Welsh league. In- 
surance Corporation Lea&ie. Tenneras 1556 
Cup fifth round. VMks Comm Trophy: Army v 
Royal Navy >3.0j rat TVworennaiw. 

RACtNO: Saturday: BEVERLEY: Club £12: 
Juncr Club I IS to 31-year -oi(t3l £8: Tatter- 
safe £B: Slver F6ng £3: Course Enclosure £2; 
Picntc area £2 or £2 per car. plus£2pvoc- 
onam. (20). WOLVERHAMPTON (AW): 
Entrance ££; additional £10 r« amrance to 
Vieemg testaurant al»ar4 £15.90 fcr rneO. 
(7.0). AMtree: County Airaree Roof £65: 
Owen Meaner stand Roof or reserved seat 
£60: County Stand Roof or reserved not £55: 
Benbvei Stand £45: County Lawn £29; Tat- 
tertatB £16 lOufd £4); steeplecnase Enoo- 
sure £7 (Child £21. Car parte Caurty resenred 
£25: Central £12; Steeplechase £6. 0.35). 

' Horeford: Club £12: Tattertals £9; course 
enclosure £5. (L20j. 

Update 

In recognition tne European football 
championship being staged m England 
for tne first time. Sir BoWy Charlton is 
tn roaring a natiorawtle search for indi- 
■n duals who have made significant 
contrib u tions to the development of 
youth football in their communities. 

The search, entitled 'MasterCard’s 
Football Ambassadors of England' wH 
be conducted in the cities of the eight 
Euro 96 venues- London, amwgham. 
Nottingham. Sneffreid, Leeds. New- 
castle. Liverpool and Manchester. One 
ambassador from each ocy will be se- 
lected, plus one other representative 
from outside these venues. 

Individuate can be nominated and 
must have fostered the growth of 
youth football, other locally, m titles, 
regionally or nationally in En^and and 
haw? been, or currently are. an ad- 


mlntstrator, teachec coach orlund-f^s- 
er for youth football. The nine ambas- 
sadors win be selected by a panel of 
footbal Joumafists, officials and Sr Bob- 
by Charlton, who has spent 20 years 
developing youth programmes. 

Letters o* nomination should be sent 
to Sr Bobby Chariton, c/o MasterCard 
International, The Limes, 123 Mortiake 
High Street, London SW14 8SN by 10 
April and should include the nominee’s 
name, address and telephone number. 
Five finalists wffl be selected per host 
city. 

Plan ahead 

The popularity of the tennis at Wim- 
bledon has meant that demand for seats 
has lor many years exceeded supply. If 
you have tailed to obtain a ticket throufji 
the annual ballot and are not a mem- 
ber of tire Afl England Club, a deben- 
ture holder or affiliated to the Lawn 
Terms Association, there is, however; 
plenty of opportunity to foflow the 
leading players hone their grass game 
prior to the Champkmships- 
In the build-up to Wimbledon, five 
tournaments offer top competition, 
thou#] seats on the centre court at 
Queen's Club, London, for the Stella Ar- 
tois Championships have already sold 
out, with only returns available. There 
are. however. L500 daily &ound ad- 
mtssron tickets for thefiret five days and 
these can be boohed in advance. 

White the world's leading ptayere ad- 
just to the pace of the pass, hopefuls 
will be attempting to Join them in the 
first round of the Championships at the 
pre-duaUfytng tournament at Surbiton 
Lawn ■fenrts Oub, Berrytands, Surbiton. 
Surrey from the 11 m 14 or 15 June 
and then the main qualifying event at 
the Bank of England Sports Oub, Pri- 
ory Lane. Roehampton, London SW15. 
Both competitions create their own spe- 
cial atmosphere and spectating Is free. 
The Chanpfonships are from 24 June 
to 7 July. 

SeeftBtfum ODen (inreroaftona; mai and 
women;, -*-9 A«w tav&ffing 3 June). 
Beaten tom Cricks 1 Ctub. Fox Grove Roea, 
Beckerham. Hera. (Tel: 0182 658 8440). 
AOmhuan: Monday (quaifyirig) free; Tuesday 
£7 adults, accompeniea c fitter under- 16 
£3.50; WednetxtyfThunxtafJS. £4.50; Fri- 
day £11. £5.50; Sarjrday&mbyns (one 
pnoe). Season (twee £Sft meetentf a*a£27. 
Seats goon sale from 1 May. 

Stella Artois Grass Own Championships fln- 
tetrmonai men). 10-1$ June touaSMngB- 
9June). 

Queen's. Ctub. Paffiser Hoad. West Nensfris- 
ton. Loncon W4. (TW: 0171 385 3421). 
Admission: gcund £8 per day unt£ Friday. Sat- 
untsrfSvnOBy£40 centre court (returns onM. 
Ticket hodhe: 01 71 413 1 414; txodngs ion 
17 April. 

DFSOtaek: AwmadonaTwomen). 10-16 June 
[quafiVtog 8-9 June). 

finery CUB. StrHan/s Hoad. Ed/aaston. Bum- 
ir-gfram. (Tel: 0121 440 2492). 

Admteforc Saturotjy and Sunday quaBMng. 
Monttoy and Tuesday £4; Wednesday £& 
nvrsdoy £7; Friday £3; Saturday £12: Sun- 
day £14. Season ticket: £40. Oddran onaar 
16 are ftatf-price. Thket office: 0121 605 
7000. 

Nofliqgtem Qqen fetamadonal men). 17-22 
June (ouafflymg 15-16 JUne/. 

C5fy d Nottingham Tennis Centre. Unbetdty 
Baufward. (Tel: 0115 922 0313). 


. Big is beautiful 

From Mr T HoUert 
Sin I knew that someday the 
excellent writings of Alan 
^fedrins cm rugby 1 12 March 
1996 would Audi me ouL Of. 
course I am biased as the Chair- 
man of Twickenham Redevel- 
opment and now the RFU 
secretary. My dispute- with him 
Iks not in the word “spirit”, with 
which we are wholly united, but 
on his perception that the effect 
a large stadium creates is nek 
ther magnificent nor conducive 
to spectator atmosphere. 

I hope he had bis decibel, 
counter out for last Saturday, 
England v Ireland, when the 
noise could be heard as far as 
Cheltenham where some of 
the Irish were still counting 
their money. I believe he is a 
veritable traditionalist who 
enjoyed the “shed tike" -at-. 

' mosphere of yesterday when 
spectator and player alike 
were given scant regard. 

Twickenham holds in addi- 
tion toils 75,000 spectators, a 
record safety undertaking s!- . 
lowing easy access and dear 
lines of vision, albeit from 
further back. Field glasses are 
permitted and so is singing. 

Other attributes' which add 
where the past did not are the 
bars, restaurants, shops, youth 
centre, museums and' other 
places of pre-match worship, 
where so much atmosphere is 

S Derated, where so many 
ends can now enjoy Lhe 
modem stadium where in the 
: past these were denied. 

I would like to invite Mr 
I Watkins to a full tour of the 
Twickenham Experience cul- 
minating with lunch in either 
Obelensky's or Wakefield's 
restaurant I wiH lay some mon- 
ey on him writing, differently 

abomlfrickeabamin the future 
after relishing its merits. 

Yours sincerely 
TONY HALLEIT 
Secretary RFU 


I Sri Lanka deserved it 


tree: Monday to Friday: ground £A, met £7: 
SatuRArtrfll centre court; Sunday: £L3 cen- 
tre Court Sasun Octet; £40. Tkka office: 
0115 94£ 9741 

area Une /rouranw totemaVoml Women's 
Chamoortsups. 18-22 June tauaBMne 15- 
17 June). 

D&vnshbe FarK Cofiegc Road. Easoouma. 
East Susan. iTafc 01323 412000 J. 
AOWsaon: Saturday ro Mbncfev auaflUw £4; 
Uondsyoammcaunai. £10.50. Tuesday; 
ffounc £6. centra court £12.50, £ia 
Wednesday, grountf £6. centra court £13, 5Q, 
Thra^ar around £6. ventre court 
£15.50. £15: may: ground £5. centra court 
£17. £15.50; Sstunay: centre court £19. 
£1&50. Bax office: 01323 412000. 

Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk. The Independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E145DL Fax: 0171 293 2S94. 

Compiled by Foul Maher 


From Mr T Said. 

Sir: As a long-standing sup- 
porter of Sri Lanka's cricket 
team, I should hpt crow about 
the victory in the World Cup, 
but 1 find the patronising tone 
adopted by TV commentators 
and newspapers (even includ- 
ing the Independent's leader) 
somewhat distasteful: - 
An untruth perpetrated in 
the media is that the Sri. 
Lankan ascendancy has been 
unexpected and sudden. But 
remember when in 1984, three 
years after acceding to Test sta- 
tus, Sri Lanka played their first 


Lord's lest match- The open- . 
.er Sidath Wettimiray hit 190, 
still thehighest Test score for - 
a debutant at Lord’s, and Eng- 
land were saved from a hope- 
less position by rain. Since 
then, despite a few setbacks, 
Sri Lankan cricket has steadi- : 
ly gained in confidence! Wet- 
tirnmy is now a sdectoribr the 
world champions: despite the 
undeniable^ “internal bicker- . 
ing”, there is continuity, and . 
outgoing star: players are 
qui(±ly recycled into the ad- ' 
ministration;. Compare JEng- .* 
land, where Ian Botham once .. . 
ruefully commented that he 
was 20’ years too young to be 
considered as a selector. 

Beypixladministialioa^^^^ - 
is the question of talent -if only; 
England had II cricketers with 
han the natural ability of the Sri - 
Lankans. The simple reason 
. why English cricket is in long 1 ’• 
tenudsdineisthatdibtearenrt ; ; 
enough players who are world 
class, while the Sri Lankans are . - 
well set to realise their staled ; 
goal of bang dominant in work! ; 
cricket by the turn of the cen- ■ 
tury. . 

Then there is team spirit v . 
Throughout jthe World Cup, 

- teams which rely one or two ■ 

superstars have perished when ’ ; 
the superstara have failed to 7 
perform. By contrast, the Sri »- 
Lankans are truly , a team: ... 
their batting tine-up is'sopow- : ' 
erful that two or tliree can fail 
and the ade-sttil. score prqdi- ; 
giously. 

Moreover, in acouzitiy be- 
set 6y racist terrorism, the XI .. 
' included a Thmil among the > 
Sinhalese majority, and Mut- : 

' liah Muratitbarau was a vital : < 
part of his team. 

Further, Sri Lanka wori' ’ 
every game . they played by a r 
convincing raargjn, Every oth- - 
er team in the competition was : 
defeated, and ■ only. South 
Africa were hot defeated at ’■• 
least twice. _ ' ' 

When, after .the -final, Ar- ■ 
avinda de.SDva picked up the 
man of -the match, award, 
.Sanath Jayasbriya the “most 
'valuable player" award, and 
Aijuna Ranatimga the Wortil > 
Cup. itself, Sri Larika*s domi- 
nation of the tournament was ' ' 
all-top obvious. ' • 

'Yours, jubOantiy failing the ’> '■ 
Tebbit test, . 

TOM' SAUL.- '- ; :r 

London SH26 ‘ 

; • 

Letters should be marked ■ 
“For publication' 1 and should ™ 
contain daytime and evening v 
phone numbers. They should 5: 
be sent to Sports Editon The : 
Independent, I Canada 
Square, London EW. SDL. ' 
may be shoiiaKdfn- tea- 
sons of space. . • 
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1 race 


Tennis . ! 

JOHN ROBERTS” 

^Sports from Key Biscayne 

A degree of confusion appears 
to be afflicting jhe AJP Tour. 
The ranking? computer, is re- 
gUr^hatiog wocld No is at an as- 
tonishing rate and even the 
most attentive competitors ap- 

S :arto have become prone Lo 
pses of memory. . 

: The otherweek Pete Sampras 
was taken aback when asked 
about his prospects.of collect- 
ing a thkd. consecutive title in 
Indian.; Wells, California. “I 
don't think I’ve won the tour- 
nament two years in a row, have 
I?” was his response. 

-While Sampras is hardly Hire, 
ly to experience amnesia when 
quizzed about the possibility of 
a-fourth successive Wimble- 
don . singles: championship in 
Jtily, every' title counts. His 
successful defence in Indian 
Wells 12 months ago, for ex- ! 
ampley was the fiitf of fore vic- 
tors which envied to end 
the'yegr as world No 1 for Lhe 
third lime in aTow. 

-Andre Agassi needs ho 
prompting torerall that his win 
against Sampras in the final of 
the Lipton Champiotishipshen; 
on the tip of Florida last year 
completed : his elevation to 
No 1 for the first: time. •. 

: A change at the head of the 
game was then. stiH a rare oc- 
currence. SinceThe start of the 
year, however, there has been a . 
shuttle service."Sartmras was re- 
placed by Agassi, .who was sup- : 
planted by Thomas Muster, only 
the 13th player ip become No 1. 
since rankings began m 1973; - 
; ,The Austrian king of day 
courts lasted^a. week before 
making way for Sampras^ who. 
then failed to' repeat his form 
in Indian Wells, losing to ihe 
Dutchman Paul Haarhuis in - 
the quarter-finals. 

This allowedMusler torise 
again, and here he is yet fo win - 
a tour match while reigning as .1 
the Nd 1. Having exhausted 
their jibes about Musters feet of 


clay when he was promoted the 
first time, Sampras and Agassi 
must now accept Lhat their own 
shortcomings have helped to 
lifthirn back lo the summit. 

“It’s not like-I have some sort 
of vendetta against Thomas,” 
Sampras said. -“He is the best 
player in the world on clay. As 
-far as him being the best play- 
er on anything but clay. I don’t 


ning the French Open and 10 
ottier day-coumournaments. I 
didn’t do well in Australia, and 
it just so happens that he snuck 
up and became No 1. . 

“It reaUy just comes down to 
the end of the yesff. Thai is when 
you add and subtract all of 
your points. The final ranking 
is the true indication of who the 
. best player in the world is.” 

That thought will be running 
through several minds. Cur- 
rently, MusterJeads Sampras for 
just 19 points and is only 608 
points ahead of the fourth- 
placed Michael Chang, who is 
closing in on Agassi after de- 
feating him in the quarter-finals 
at Indian Wells, and has Boris. 
Becker at his heels. 

All of which delights the-AETB: 
Tour's chief executive, Mark 
Miles. ‘Tm not apologising for 
Thomas Muster being No 1 for 
a second Just look at his record 
over the previous 52 weeks," 
Miles said. “I’m absolutely 
. thrilled — bowcould you not be? 
- that we could actually have a 
real race of four or forepersons 
split between the United States 
and Europe. They are all great 
champions, and they arc differ- 
ent, with differ eni styles of play 
. and different personalities.’' 

The women’s tour would wel- 
come similar activity, and trusts 
that fva Majoli and Anice Huber 
wfll continue to make progress 
•and generate a Serious chal- 
lenge to Steffi Graf and Moni- 
ca Seles. Seles’s absence from the 
Upton, because of a shoulder in- 
jury, is the only disappointment 
for theforganxsers or the tour- 
nament, which offers total prize- 
money of S4.lin (£2.7m). 



Stonyhurst 
maintain 
their proud 
record 

Rugby Union 


PAUL MORGAN 


Lara may face 
rap over row 


Cricket 


Steffi Graf practises yesterday for the Lipton International 


Photograph; AP 


Hyde on a hiding to nothing against Stevenage 


Non -League notebook. 

RUPERT METCALF 

Tomorrow Hyde United will try 
to do what no GM Vhuxhail 
Conference dub has managed to 
dp in recent weeks, and beat 
Stevenage Borough, The Che- 
shire dub, currently second in the 
UniBond League Premier Di- 
vision, take on the Conference- 
leadens at , their Ewen Fields - 


ground in the pick of die FA Un> 
bro Trophy quarter-finals. 

Last weekend’s 4-1 thrashing 
. of Kidderminster extended 
Stevenage's unbeaten Confer- 
ence run to .- 17 matches, of 
; which they have won 13, with 52 
goals scored and only 15 con- 
ceded; In tbrir Last two league 
away games they have scored 11 
goals; five at Stalybridge fol- 
lowed by sk at Slough. With 
two gairiesTxr. hand, they lead 


second-placed Hednesford by 
six points - an advantage they 
could extend even further when, 
unless they are involved in a Th> 
pbv replay, they travel to Hed- 
nesford on Monday. - 
It is a formidable task for 
Hyde but under their manager, 
Mike McKenzie, they have tast- 
ed defeat just twice in 12 games 
against Conference, opposition 
and, only last week, they, over- 
came the Conference champ- 


ions, Macclesfield Town, to 
reach the final of the Cheshire 
Senior Cup. One Hyde player 
Stevenage will have to watch 
closely is the highly rated strik- 
er Gcd Khnmins, a current 
England non- League interna- 
tional, who scored all his side's 
goals in their 4-0 Trophy second 
round win over Welling. 

Elsewhere in the quart er- 
finals another UniBond League 
club, Dave Sutton's Chorley. 


entertain Gateshead, There is 
one all-Conference tie (Broms- 
grove against Nonhwichj while 
Macclesfield travel to the Beaz- 
er Homes League side. Gresley 
Ro\ers, whose management 
team is Paul Fulcher and Gar- 
ry Birties. 

■ The UniBond League club 
Droyisden have named .Arthur 
Albiston. the tenner Manches- 
ter United tull-back. as their 
new manager. 


! Stonyhurst College continued 
j their prolific run in sevens com- 
! petitions this season by lifting 
the national schools' 'title at 
Rosslvn Park yesterday with a 
29-10’win over Glantaf. 

Stonyhurst, the old school of 
j the England player, Kvran 
j Bracken, arrived at the world's 
j largest sevens competition with 
j six wins out of six this season, 
j and duly made it seven with the 
former' England schools full- 
hack, Iain Balshaw. taking a 
leading role. 

Balshaw, who scored 16 
times in the competition, struck 
twice in the final as his side 
surged into a 29-0 lead. The 
speedy winger, Dipo Alii, start- 
ed the scoreboard moving for 
Stonyhurst, winners in 1949, in 
this year's final with a Icngth- 
of-the- field run. in treacherous 
conditions. 

Tough tackling from Glantaf. 
who hammered Will Carling's 
old school. Sedbergn. in the 
semi-finals, held Stonyhurst off 
until Balshaw struck. Chipping 
ahead from half-way, Balshaw 
sent his side into a 12-0 lead that 
they never looked like losing. 
Anthony Rodgerson followed 
Balshaw* over, this time from 60 
yards. Glantaf struck back with 
two laie tries from Owen Jones 
and Michael Lord. 

Stonvhurst's win was made I 
all the more impressive by the 
presence of Steve Evans and 
Richard Crayford, who have 
played for Cardiff's first team 
this season, in the Glantaf 
side. 

Stonyhurst only reached the 
final with a win in the dying sec- 
onds against Wimbledon, Mark 
Morris finishing a 60-yard move 
to seal a 21-15 victory .After Bal- 
shaw had given them the lead, 
an 80-vard burst from Alii put 
them 14-0 clear before Wim- 
bledon fought hack in vain. 

Giant at who now- head for a 
Welsh Schools Cup semi-final 
on Monday, reached the last 
four with a titanic quarter-final 
victory over Hawthorn. 

Trailing 7-0, Glantaf battled 
back with tries from Andrew 
McDonagh. Lord and Cray- 
ford to take the match 17-7. ’ 

Shell yesterday confirmed 
Lhat it would he ba'cking the na- 
tional sevens until the year 
I 2000 with a £160,000 sponsor- 
ship deal. The 1997 event 
should also have a fifth comp- 
etition. with the introduction of 
an Under-16 schools/col ts tour- 
namcnL 

ROSSLVN PARK NATIONAL SCHOOLS SEV- 
ENS: Sixth round (for Group wfnners): FLiS- 
sa^£ 2C Si (Xave's 10; Hyrners 0 WlnWodon 
Col leg* 31: Jctin Rrf.er 12 Hampton 31: Sn- 
eoates 10 Hawinom 28: Gumerettxy 0 San>- 
nasi 52: MiDfekS IS WaitMcfc 26; PocWjitgwn 
12 $«fter£i 33; Gbnraf 24 Mourn Si 
Mary's IB. QuarteY-ftnater Bassaieg 5 Slonv- 
hurvi 24: Hamp*jcm 19 Sedbeigh 29: Wirrv- 
tf«*n Cdlf-e? 29 VVarv.KK 19; Hawmom 7 
Giamal 17. Somi-flnabu Swnyrmra 21 
W,n*Mon College 15: Seooerffi 5 Glamaf 
31. HnaL' SlonjTiursi 29 Glamaf 10. 


The talented but temperamen- 
j lal world record-breaking bats- 
man. Brian Lara, may be 
summoned before the Wist In- 
dies Cricket Board of Con- 
tails disriplinan' committee 
alter an altercation with the 
West Indies' trainer. Dennis 
Waight. 

Fellow passengers alleged 
lhat WaighL an Australian, and 
Lara were imotved in a heated 
exchange un the plane journey 

from India to London after the 
World Cup. Waighi has trained 
the West Indies since 1978. 

Lara has been embroiled in 
more than one controversy over 
the past year, when his status as 
a likely feture West Indies’ cap- 
tain has been undermined. He 
incurred a fine for breaches of 
discipline during the 1995 tour 
of England and then with- 
drawing from the subsequent 
World Series in Australia. . 

The Trinidadian left- hander 
has pulled out of tomorrow’s 
one-day friendly against New 
Zealand in Kingston. Jamaica. 


because of u niggling knee in- 
jury. The new West Indies’ cap- 
lain. Courtney Walsh, who has 
a mild dose of influenza, has 
also withdrawn from the match 
and will not play in Tuesday's 
first one-day international 
against the New Zealanders. 

The Barbadian aJI-rounder 

Ottis Gibson has been ruled out 
of the series because of a groin 
injury' which restricted his ap- 
pearances in the World Cup. 

Walsh has called on his pre- 
decessor, Richie Richardson, to 
rescind his decision to retire 
from international cricket. 
Richardson resigned as the 
West indies' captain during the 
World Cup. and also said he 
would not be playing any further 
international cricket. 

"At the time he made the an- 
nouncement he had a iot on his 
shoulders. He has had a few 
da vs away and can sit back and 
decide what he wants to do." 
Walsh said, "1 would love to 
have him around for some 
time, to have his experience in 
the batting. I think he has a Jot 
more to offer to West Indies’ 
cricket." 


Crisis threatens grant 

Cycling and to elect a caretaker chair- 


Briiish cycling's governing body 
could have a Spirts Council 
grant of more than £51X1.000 
withdrawn if they fail to resolve 
their leadership crisis. 

Jonathan O’Neill, the Spirts 
Council spokesman, issued the 
warning yesterday before a 
British Cycling Federation 
emergency national council 
meeting in Manchester tomor- 
row. when 70 delegates will be 
asked to endorse "the hoard's 
vote of no confidence in the 
president, Tony Doyle. 

The board want the meeting 
to cancel Doyle's appointment 


and to elect a caretaker chair- 
man until the next full nation- 
al council meeting in November. 
But counter-proposals will seek 
to pass votes of no confidence 
in the board and to demand the 
resignations of three directors. 

Doyle, the former world 
pursuit champion, was elected 
president in December after an 
acrimonious campaign against 
Ian Emmerson, the former 
incumbent. A row erupted 
when Doyle - who acts as a 
consultant for the Sport lor 
Television Group - was asked 
to resign just three weeks al- 
ter his election because of an 
alleged failure to declare com- 
mercial interests. 


World race in trouble 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

A crisis meeting is to be held 
next week in Switzerland to con- 
sider plans for the Grand Mis- 
tral round-the-world race, set up 
as a rival to the Whitbread and 
scheduled to start from Mar- 
seilles in September this year. 

So far entries have been slow 
to materialise for a concept 
which involves the organiser and 
Whitbread veteran, Pierre 
Fehlmann. building a fleet of 
identical 80fi yachts to be char- 
tered to competing syndicates. 
Ludde IngvaJI of Finland has 
taken delivery while the New 
Zealander. Gram Dalton, the 
winner of the maxi class in the 
last Whitbread, will skipper an 
entry funded bv Fehhnann’s 
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Baseball 

Oakland wffll ptey their first six name 
games of the new season at Casftman 
F«W in las Vegas, Nevada, as reno- 
vations at Alameda County Coliseum 
continue. The Athletics wfl) ql«v' three 
games against Toronto (1-3 Apnn and 
three against Detroit ( 4-7 Apnn. 

Basketball 

BUOWEtSER ALL STAR GAME (Leicestw): 
Norai 153 fltotwwon 32. UumpArev 24. Cju 
itwri, RaiW 231 Swnh 1ST lOoi-je, JO. Wr«t- 
tees 30. Ums 24). fSenes taw/ J-JJ. 

NBA: Tcxoma 107 Chaione E9; Arlans 98 Van 
KSAff 93: Boston 90 flTUmto ill }.:jm 102 
Dent* 93: Wastungon 101 San amoruo 112: 
NewVcA It© l n6«n»99: Mr waiAee 97 Sacra- 
mnrta 122; Mean 1D7 PMacWrtua &c; LA nap- 
liOWnrowaM. - 


Bowls' 

CHAMPIONSHIPS (AdaMfe): Mplec. 
SecUoo A: Auftraia H Smgjpote 28 12: 
Guwnsey br lilrrjbM 26-12; Israel M limwd 
Sbm* 6 20-19: Unflea SUBtt m CuMrrafij 
U: Israel h» Naireno 23-9; Hen« tn Sre-ipcKB 
20-14: Australia tt Ltar-d Sim- 1 * 24-6: Israel 
bl Singapore 20- U, Na.ntsi U Kerr, a 48-2. 
Sacrum B: Walesa Aif*j*^»v' 24-13: Cow K.- 
tarvK h JhaJaro 10-11. b*. Snsdand 

35-6: Sautti Afciui bl 21-12: AfEfirai- 

na draw win Mafayaa 1«-14; fraiand « Cool- 
fctands 22-10: Wales H Souin A/nca 19-12; 
Swawand bl TTiaierd 26-13; ThaAano fci A> 
ffintma 16-11. Wales R O «*. fetenns. 3^-1; 
Souwi Africa U Ireland 26-12; SwBUane a 
Mahr.-sua 16-15. Section C: SKararu tit Zam- 
bia 27-lt Braa at Jersey i9-i2; Canada tn 
weaem Samoa 21- 11: BrUswinn W Wesrem 
Sasiue 24-9; Scotland S Bnci 22-11; uny- 
da W Zambb 24-19: Scniand ta Ewtscana 19- 
S. uaniH iVoaem Samoa 19-12; CanoArdnsfy 
obd taaev 13-13. Sectian O: Eneml R blaiaw 
16-14; Hong Kong 21-16; Ner/Zcaiarsi 
t» amcelwe 3W; Nwi* l&nd tft PapisMeu 
Guinea 28-17; En^and bi Papua Iten Gulmro 


To take cJvar.tage of our lowest rate ever", cal! nw on 

FREEPHONE 



2 S- 7 ; tie* Ztaatond REngand 22 15 ; W l*x- 
Sjit bund 20 - 14 : Hong Kong to Papua ftav 
Gwnea 43-9; ZmilvMwe M Matasl 39-2- 
WOMETTS INDOOR HOME IHTERNAH 0 NAL 
CHAlBHOflSWPS (UamOO Wales M Irttand 
14&44 yoj* tay. o toa «? “ 
Cameitr 26 - IS: R done* to N MonjgfunewK- 
5 ; A. Damron to B Wyl>f- 26 - 10 : S Oliwr v/J w 
J MuticAand 23 - IS; B Morgan bl M jorjttui 
36-Mi: D Rnutantg to M MaHon 23-u 


Cricket 

bafcesifiihire hav.'A 27-year- 

okt aJt-rouivier C*tos Rerriy, released 
by Sussex, on a one-year corcract. 

VICTOtW CRICKET ASSOCMTKJN CENTENARY 
Ufi?lMt»WbaurTy!KV>o(»fl21C)‘[ir3-50c>«r; 
D M Jones 103). Australia ill la 5 (49 wen: 
M A tayw 7&i. Aurtrosa oon by ft* wiefcets 


Cycling 

lairent Jatebwt, the (AM No 1 . wB ss«t 
the MQan-San Remo classic tomorrow 
with a Hnee injury sustained in winning 
the Pans-Nfce race a w** ago. Jalaben 
is hofwig lo become the tret ncter to win 
consecutive races since his fellow 
Frenchman Laurent Fignon in 1989 . 

Football 

Uefa, Eu«vean footbatTs governing body, 
yesterday decided that, from nert sea- 
son. the European Cup and Cup-Win- 
ners 1 Cup finals can be deckled by 
sudden-death ertra-time, with the first 
goal scored in extra tune being the win- 
ner. It also confirmed mat there will be 
a new pretiminaxy round in the Uefa Ojp 
in July as well as the existing Qualify- 
ing round in August, ah losing reams 
)n The qualifying round tor The Cham- 
pions’ League will automatically go for- 
ward to the first round of the Uefa Cup. 
Tomorrow's Hereford v Darlington Third 
Division fixture has been switched to Dar- 
lington as Hereford's pitch s water- 
logged. Hereford wui now entertain 
Darlington on 23 Apnl. 

The West Ham winger Dale Gordon, now 
recovered from rhe m)i*y problems istuch 
have ptagijed him for the last two year^ 
has joined Millwall on a monto's loan 

TRANSFERS: Jaaon Heart on i»:.iirwp«i E*r- 
Mn 10 Preaoo iioani Awfciw Do Bent osak 
«epen V/cbes lo Herrin Damn Preoco 
'rn«fl*Ue,i IVifa w Swr-don >io,vit 
FA CAIBJHO PREMlfflSHlP FMure changes: 
Wed 3 Am U«e v Seujiarftfdco ■ t.-> 2C Mon: 
LfteronX v Nrtvcaaie j Apn. Mon 15 Apr 
Arsenal v Toiicnriani rinya 15 Apf. Wad 17 Am 
A son VHIa v WW Ham i.itm 30 Ma»: Hrnwg 
ham Fores: v toeny ivum l * Man: J-hcrtn-lo 
V/mkK'My v Cneteta rrcm 30 (tan Sun 28 Am 
Uoocnesier UW r Rtk; rran Apn 

Mwi 29 Apr lerar . NB«asne i.vi 2 . T Ar rl - 
Wad 1 usy; Ancnai v Lnerooci nrarn 19 
Thnr 2 May; leeas v :«tenbair, -Tram 17 f Vsi- 
wcroripiam v F*-»c33ffVf i , hra 9 fiton 
WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS; Eurooaan Cup 
Qmtor-flnalg, sound fctf Pure- r.rotoi J Legs 
■t : aw 0 'Pon«b*ra».is «r J-C cn 
Spdiux Moscdv 2 fames 2 Okri os nh 42i, 
JiMicus 2 fteai usam 0 1 nuen^r. i»n j»; w 

1 Boohsm DWrzna 0 >^a> «n ?-0* FA Cup 
SWtwouod iwpLqrs; Ui/btxxj.' 3 Leees 0 Ja- 
dIov koon V.||a er OW Tra-ftro. Sunda> 31 
Mann. -femi. IVJTrWeaon 1 Cnrun 3 iC?«hu 
pio,- ttoncHater limed et HSb (V*. -Sums-, ?; 
Marsh. 1 iOfwtii. FA Carfing Pteroierahip; 
Bofion 2 Tmer<iam i MaaOwoer ua 1 Am- 
-alttl^'lharWoroSnijfliJ'ioWeci Endsleigh 
Insuranca Leasw First DMskur Birmprom 
1 Wea Brom U w. vat? l itawwi o Bars Scot- 
bs* Loa&w TWrd DMOotc AJtw> Ram ^ Essi 
SnCnfiS. Pro» and Journo* KrgWaml League: 
f igm uir 3 wsifl j; a«h« 0 c ofta fitafar'K- 
1 laoeidorwaias: Cerapes Bey 3Flf-i OiCy. 


wy 1 L.*s Tiny 1- Cnmorae 1 1£0". .•&# 3; 7c>- 
Pan.-s 0 uanodi 0. Uoibond Laapte President's 
Cup second round; Sosi-jr. ',“4 0 ;V';AJW 2. 
UnlFtBa Rrst Division Cap, sem!- final first leg: 
Aftaronr.AVM’nn LPa. Bearer Hornet Leacnr 

PrendorDWsioioVSftj^Os*.'-*^! mm- 

land Dnfisloa Cifxi 0 r.eyjT 2- PoCfy z g-jja. 
ir.fham l.-rre 2. Southern avtaion: Fa -era r 2 
CeiHlon Town n Fores Gr«ri Scoer- 2 Asm-.«c 
3; Ptwii? 0 '.1SiM»oo-.iHu 3: Sr_r.£atrre j 
Weston Ejoer-nan? o lets League Second Di- 
vision: Co-iic- »i>-. =. Cudor.'. Si Pi-igr 2. Croat 
MB is Longue Premier Dtraion: CiCW 1 tor 
rwgitn 0 ij ear XnM. Heroward United 
Coun»ic5 League Premier CWlslon: Nejls ;■ 
Kemaswn 0 Jewton Eastern League Premior 
otvislan: 5oOu> Ta=i 2 Oacun 2; '.Van- 

1 HW* 4 far^MT' 3. Harth West Coun- 
tres League Ftrss DhtsTOre n-jtwndale 1 Asnrv. 

0. Kortlwm Counties East Leecie Premier D*- 

vision: EzlB& 0 --li-C o- rtsCtm o Itorn 
cyO unyet Sussex league John OTtora Leegua 
Cup yeito-flnafc Lans-«v Scon; 1 S-mr-Kr. 6. 
Wnsumlead Kant League Firm Division: Ch- 
loid S Craj- wimclftro 2 Federation Brewery 
Northern League First Division: E is-tsv Ci: 
1 Yrasi AucvjEre 2: °at n* 1 S toe yon 1; Who- 
ham atuiKcrxja' 3. HtflenK League Premier 
DhtaJnro Lmr.z^rar 3 TuMe, Fawn'i 0. Dew. 
3 Eunnarr 3; L3 .-jc«t ictms 1 
fbriflem 0: i h.-^.«oc.“i 2 Poiutos 

League Fbe* Dbrison: rv ?rs CftifCr 0 Biazr^jrr 
O- U=e 1 a Sec o nd Bwtstoo: 

Braotom C>ry 1 ftaincrrjm Si C-.mij.-O Ltcet* 
T 4: i’orK 0 Sunu dunf 2. Third Dtvmorc 0-.-, 
0 ft CarrU* j Snre.-.-sfrj!’, 0; Cron- 

CLc.1l- 6 Rotta* 5: L o»ir. 2 tlWun 2; Scar- 
borsuR P 2 Saci pot 3. .Vjiui: 2 ta.ta-’tori Cr. 

I'.SjUvJti L Scunl-iaTB 2. Avon Insurance 
Comb KM Hon Fuss Dnnsion: flrsmjs 3 Inre* 
Rei-sm 2; BriTOtCia 1 0-ciwa Cr. CUror 1 - j'- 

0 Anenal 2. Cn;.toi 3 ai’ee 4 S.v.r.3pr. rtw.T. 

1. e-jicn To. -, a Vvjtoar-.-ii.vn ur.or Tj*-i 
3nrt.nl l"e 2. i-xi w? C.:.-0 W-cieca-i a Sec- 
ond DMWnc S.n-.ing-ar-. O:, I 3 if. Or. 2: 
bowner&m 1 CnlCHC,:, 1. Cr-sa-nham 7 3..-. 
0 lorouO} uid »- rji'unw: AH. i Pijiki-jC- 5® le 
3 Dutch Urad»e:Cmo:r,j;.-;jr,-.'r:el-.vL-»ci 
2: pi*-. JC Pede.vdv j *J jec.i: 1. 


HOUEU. KSB OPEN [Tokyo) Leadng first-round 
scares (Japanese unless staled}: SS S-enar; 
Git CkEi; GG i ic.:j. M b-iura P Vr;v -. 
hp,- ’As,". 67 :/ f £ iMs-cra -Cn. 7 Hi- 1*- 

IOI lie.. S thvjcs. S lekTO A •OhRSi’U. A HsT -0 


Hockey 

The djlts for rhf semt-finols ind find! 
of me HA Cup have best-, changed :o 27 
and 28 April m allow clubs to field Great 
BSan pikers, v.ro vjduIo have been pby- 

mg m a tourrament m Ma!ay«. 


Ice hockey 

NHL: Montreal 3 Haiflord £ rtesjenov 1 Bcsior 
2. Torarro 3 Dement -4 ion: Ctvcaga 2 Calgary 3: 
Cato- 2 S: Louis nvwnrvpegl San tee 7. Los 
Angete 2 Cotoaao 5. 

BRmSH CHAMPMNBHtP Play-orts: Group Et 
ttBMasDe Wamois 4 HurrLxrsxle HMK 10 . nt>- 
reottonAeiiBMton ptapoilK Group B: Wanexswr 
Stom 11 Serndon Wildcats 3. 

Ice skating 

Britain's Steven Cousins is still in with 
a chance of a medal at the World Fig- 
ure SkaongChamptonstupa in Albena. 
Edmomon after finishing the short pre- 
gramme in fifth place. The men's final 
tree skate, worth two-ifunJs of me over- 
all score, takes pface tonghL 
Aian Weeks. 72 , the "voce of steong", 
and a BBC commentator since 1951 , 
will retire after me World Figure Skating 
Championships, which end on Sunday. 

WORLD FIGURE SKATING CHAMPtONSHttS 
{Edmonton, Can}: Loading positions attar 
■nail's short pr ogram m e: 1 1 KuU r3us. <L5pB: 

2 r ECret^a lUSi 1.0: 3 A Vrmano, tPusi L5: 4 
» ttoaso (U5l ?a 5 S COuiffw. iGSi To; 6 E 
r.tvfcr rFhiO Setectotfc 22 N Vrnson iGB' U.O. 
Ftnal pan reouits: 1 w Ehsova and - ajs»*cv 
iftLi : Oats 2 M U nt i anu I Sieurr iGtf i 

3 J r-ten? and T Sono .ftSi 5 5.4E SneMoia ana 

v rarjin» .Tiut,' U; E 0 jno a 

D-T cr«r. I Sirs' ?.0; 8=Mra ora i Dtmaen lUS'. 
rtSi®3nanfli!Wr=[CarilOXi a& 16 L Roga*, 
ar.a M AU-ea 24.0. 

Motor radbr^ 

LarEame Motprsport. the British team who 
won Le Mans last year n a McLaren, have 
had their ftjreche entry refused for this 
year's 24 -hour race in June. 

Skiing 

BRTTtSH CHAMPIONSMPS {Tqptes. Fri Slalom: 

women: 1 M ACin: 49.07ser, 50.75, 
SwSMfceG 2 5 flubenssr ME*. 49.3J. 
Ii39.97, 3 S Omwd 60. if3. 43.69, 1:40.38 , » 


T Paw MSI . 50 DO. 3440.57. Meic 1 A oar.tr 
46.03. 49.60. 3437.60; 2 A 48 74. 4906, 
131 SCr. 3 J ftmiond 49G7. 4d 11. 08: 4 
5 Lanpnui «a :i- 50 JO. 143641, 5 T Fw** 
48.55. 50.13. 138.63. 


Sumo 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Osaka} Util 

day of 15: Sttoksfuma i7-5i w Kaa^Woj. ;6-6 j: 
KinsIWTiB l3-9> K lAUcKnoyo i5-7l. tanyu (6- 
61 W Dasnoro 17-51; Mmaitouii >7-5) bt Mama- 
rosiwna 16-61; As&raETd 16-61 m Kon.'hM 

15- 71: Mtoaum. (6-61 01 Www«svd.-*o i7-5i; rx- 
petcii 17-51 01 TocbiroMita (4-8>: vonw^ruma 
18-41 at ttesr-., |C3); Asarryuu^J i-5-e> n THfan 
l7-5i; Manoum. t4-B> bi A-tor iJ?i. 
Tamarasup] r&-&> w Kyok-jocuari i4-6); Aocma- 
me i3-9t M O^noosTk) C-jQ.; Mamvioasru (S 
7i si pinto <3-91; Tcfiurcurn <6-6: K raunottvrr,! 

16- 61. Mau^outo 1G-6' W NAondnij iS-4,. m^s>- 
wmi Wl to. KtoO t7-6»; Mu&Khraon.' tb-41 to 
INaiaaiv 16O: Tahanoium UC>-2i to hxortorta- 
to »-3>: Ifetanwrana tl0-2i M Oguvsiaia t210i. 
Tatoncnana iii-ii m Musovacu 18-3.. 


Swimming 


BRmSH OLVUPtC 1TBALS CShoffield) Mon 200n 
(roesiyle: 1 P F'aimer (Oty N LfKoini l/n^i 
45.64 teo. 2 ACUyvan (Cd, to L««t; IH9.77; 3 
1 Stotei (Coy d aurrun^^mi 150.52. IODoi 
6ru«ststrofco: 1 R MaOer. iftocnoafc- Aquabetirei 
1D2.7& 2 J Pen-otk idly to LMOS-J 1*3 73. 3 
G Brenc* 'Ceyto BnrvlghaTii 1.03.84. lOOol but- 
terfly; 1 J Hieimun iStcctoor MeU'j. 53a;e«: 

Z A OajiOft iCity to Le«*l E£. 02. 3 £ Pair, lO, 
to Lampoon 55417. Women: 400m medley: 1 
S Haru;j£tlfc iBraUmfili 4.51.07. 2 L Craiir, 
Wyconite Dotct.i 4-53.68. 3 h Secer itiun fQori 
'Xamyv 4-65.J5. 200m breasctfrnfce; III 
man iCinrto Bmongflam. 2.-3L18; 2 .1 8.r^ iB(v- 
ou0 1 ol Woitum Frtsso 2^2.44; 3 P PSW.u'i .Or, 

5l Lfrfflil 23623. 100m hvestyta: 1 a Petor 
ir* 'losmcni 55.85: 2 S Rolpr (Or* to Nmcas- 
eei 56jyU 3 A Sneapara iM.r»v« ora Saarsuen} 
57.73. | 

Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPIONSHIPS (Kay Btusyne. Bar 
RnX round: Mm. P vooa ttep' to L' tw, ifrei. 
6-4 6-i S SttaUiei i Ben k M iVTOMes (Bdf.-i 
6-3 7 - 5 : B Sncit or lUSi ot a Hemandy (Mev 
f-7 £-1 6-3: S Druf-a -Aaii Ui C IttHansofi IGB. 


backer. Philip Morris. Howev- 
er, the Frenchman Marc Pajot 
has lost the support of RicanJ 
and Ls struggling to find the ncc- 
essaiv fends for a demanding 
campaign which will takes the 
yachts lo South Africa. Aus- 
tralia. New Zealand. Argenl in j 
and the llniied Slates. 

Expectations lhat Chris Dick- 
son would team up again with 
Tag Heucr have not materi- 
alised A Russian syndicate has 
appeared with some funds, but 
not enough, and a race organ- 
isation spokesman. Hans Bern- 
hard. has said lhat the hanks 
which have been backing the 
building of eight yachts are 
asking for more information on 
whether a pledge, made at Lon- 
don’s Boat Show in January, to 
see up to 10 yachts on the start 
line will be fulfilled. 


1 ‘ *.** ■&& 


6-3 c~4; J Si -A l^' to. 6 Ebr. ;-V*i 
6-1; S PrrjwK**x, ,m b; f ,b-^. 

6-2 Woman A tr'r.-urjjn iL£. • • SuiMy; , -jj- i 
6-1 1-0; k rttoMutw.-a (Sicwj>-.i — S <Mcf (&?r 
6-4 4-6 6-1, * Smasrwxa <lv K Y fUf-’.-t. . l, 
Uoptiri. 6-3 6-4; D Grarore >L:5i to V 
iGen 6-7 6 - 2 6 - 9 . w ErflO 'Jitirii to S 
(Ak 1I_6-4 64; D Vrtr. Raa K (Bell Bt PSijbi« 1A.-71 
6-0 6-5: S Cow. .US' c: T .lomen ro 1 1 £-3 
*■2. S not* ll>ri fcl ft 6ror>le IIL' 4-6 (J.-,; 

6 F^raono a IftSl to V Cajijo (Hur.fl 6-2 6-?. J 
watardw (US) 5t r-i K^fTtta 6- \ 6- 3; C 
Mwrai IUSI » P 5iw -Lt,i 6-11-0 (-to.; C F-jf. 
w* iGen at 6 rfetair. rr.is* 6-4 6-6 


^Cheaper* 1 ^ 

.car insurance 

Call Admiral now ® 

1 0800 600 300 | 

I W i 

Admipal 1 
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TODAY ’S f i xtu res;^ 


Quodnf rcl: 91005/200 


-tfii/mwIK ivajal Fentwal U-m. fUnn* buama:_ 

'. timwHfe purp^rs w iiw'uic iwi JS-D.V?6. A.»moi 

to uur wrrevn »ibMr m «.«b.M.> » 

' . V.rti IWI Ofrtl .’4 itu> t>r nvrr and 10 ito-riju ul a i«j3iur iwrew. 
TSStoj;-! n ei.si-.ji U*: ic'd*- M. nfMre F.^.auruwnrt' M^vttar 
r-.-J UT n^uorrollv OR* ro «** 

KjoIw rtfea Sint.a .Binta- nfHFC Haul' *un»>«>n un i r 

1 dir A* LV ' VTfir- Xnut. taa. ^nkfrU. Wwlun. 

• xlrt 1 rr- rircitrred in ErrcbnJ^. I M 


Football 

BORD GAB LTAGUE OF IREIANO PrenJtar 
Ol v tefo n: Boherrusns v Deny Qiy ( 7 . 45 .; St 
P 0 Bfch‘ 5 .«i' 4 e?c V DiQffmfa U«j 17.45 r. 
NORTH WEST COWTIES LEAGUE FlratU- 
vtsknr: fraftarfl v Maine Bead ‘ 7 . 301 . 
UNUET SUSSEX CPUNTY LEAGUE FbStW. 
vtstan: Srorenam v Aacsnaveo £ Ietecembe 
f 7 . 45 j. ' 

Rugby League 

FRIENDLY* OKftam V Hunsict 18.01. 


Basketball 

BUOWEtSER LEAGUE: NewcaKlc v locus- 
tec (fi.01: London Utw-wto v Wonting .8.0.'. 

Other sports 

RALLYING: Uauxftal Rally of \taei 
SNOOKER: EmtesFy ivodd crwnpionsH'O 
Qualifying fTeflwd htematronsi Cerwel. 
SQUASH: EtRuiaUe Life Suwi Sen£f play- 
ofi finals iftcieui. 

SWIMMING: BullUi £Uym[uc iron iSrefoMci. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


.The pounds of beef that 
'chefe v4ll Ge putting into atety 
3,000 helpings of straganoff 
for athletes dining in The can- 
teen at the Olympic Village 
in Atlanta this summet Re- 
assuringly, it is only one of 
550 dishes on a “world 
menu" at the Games. 


Snow reports 

Resort 

Conditions 

Conditions 

Area 

Last 

Weather Forecast 

AUSTRIA 

(lower) 

(Upper] 

open 

snow 



ZeU-am-See ... 

UW 

spring 

90ft 

12.3 

cIckxIv rarvti snow 1 

Obergnrgl . .. . 

..good 

j*0M 

100*. 

18.3 

twyiT 

van able 

« Anton 

..far 

sprme 

95% 

12 3 

oiv rcast 

vanaNe 

FRANCE 







La PtapM 

..tampecl 

ptd Pvrndei 

55^ 

183 

uear 

fine 

Les Arcs 

..rompaci 

pw powder 

90% 

203 

clear 

fme 

Cttamonlx 

..paimy 

pM ptmfler 

63% 

17.3 

Otar 

variable 

ITALY 







Cwniuywr ... 

-Wifi 

axnwer 

99% 

17.3 

clear 

MUttf 

LaThufle 

.comma 

»mpa« 

m 

17.3 

dear 

serried 

UacugnagB 

..mufitl 

cfttnpaci 

m 

17.3 

clear 

stable 

SWTTZERLAW 







wentM 

.vanawe 

spraig 

90% 

17.3 

pc ctoud> - 

variable 

Dovou 

jmxefl 

powteiy 

100 

16J 

Surmy 

vanawe 

| UNITED STATES A CANADA 






BfefiKennGge .. 

■pU ponder 

W»fler 

100% 

2t>3 

Cfcuf 

survrry 

Keysuiw . . 

phd W.tter 

DWwfcr 

1M% 

20.3 

cteiar 

SUWy 


Be the first in the know 
to find the best snow! 

-0891 333 110 

Accural*-, up-it><bi<r -nui jnJ -.veaihcr 
repcct.fi ircim uu-i Tie'' rc<uruiri Fur.-]*;- 
4rid North Amorr.i l>v phon^ ,jr l^xJ 
ffor a lav repwt plma^ use a phwi» 
dnaclv^l i. . -.utir in nufrino. 


^FRANCE V?AU$lRl£ 
ITAL> 

>P-AIN K -\N'D0RK,\ 

: K LT (.ARIA X ROMANIA 
v NORTH AMERICA 
•• SWIfZEKl AND 
:> SC nil AND 


<jfc ir» rivsrt^} ai thtip rale 

and XMp.-nun ,| jll ulhct bran 


For a djify synrf/.n «’ 4 1 w» 'iuotk •# 

SKIFAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 

til* M thK van aiU l UQran 
and ran bti nr ■» S tnnfin. 
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RACING 

Bumpy start to the Rat 




UPTON INTERNATIONAL TENIil^|^ 

John Roberts on the race forNQ.£g0 



OLYMPIC TRIALS: Britain’s best swimmers battle to finish in the first two in one-off competition to qualify for the Atlanta Games 


f ?1 J 4 | n 4 2 
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Deep breath: Nefl Stuck! and Christopher Jones (top) prepare to surface after the start of their 100 metres butterfly heat In Sheffield yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Flitcrof t sale angers City fans 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 


Staff and officials at Manches- 
ter City yesterday fell the back- 
lash from angry supporters after 
one of their prized assets. 
Garry FlitcrofL was sold 10 
Blackburn Rovers for £3.2m. 

Fans besieged the Maine 
Road switchboard to register 
their dissent over the transfer of 
the 23-vear-oId midfielder, who 
captained City' during Keith 
Curie’s recent absence. Flit- 
croft pronounced himself 
“shocked”, but the City man- 
ager, Alan Ball, insisted the 
deal was sanctioned on foot- 
balling criteria rather than to 
ease their financial position. 

"We haw a glut of midfield 
players at the club." Ball said 


yesterday. "Although Gariy has 
done brilliantly, it’s a decision 
we had to take. There were is- 
sues we had to take into ac- 
count. such as the emergence of 
young Michael Brown, who has 
proved his class.” 

Ball's chairman. Francis Lee. 
maintained Blackburn had in- 
stigated the move. FlitcrofL in- 
volved with City from the age 
of 12, said: “The liming was the 
biggest shock because of where 
City arc in the League.” 

Flitcroft's arrival lakes Ray 
Harford's spending in nine 
months as Blackburn's manag- 
er through the£H)m barrier. As 
a combative player with good 
passing ability, the former FA 
National School pupil is an ob- 
vious replacement for David 
Batty, who left the champions 
for Newcastle last month. 


Another of the rcfegau'on 
candidates. Southampton, de- 
clared yesterday that they will 
not try to offload Matthew 1 Le 
Tissier before next Thursday's 
deadline to finance team 
strengthening. Dave Merring- 
ton, the Southampton manag- 
er. said: "Selling Matt isn't the 
answer. If be wanted to leave, 
then I couldn't blame him. but 
I think he’ll want to stay as long 
as we're in the Premiership. ' 

Merrington added that he 
was "sure” that Le Tissier’s re- 
jection by England had left his 
confidence “shot”, but dis- 
missed suggestions that the 
player was overweight 

While Le Tissier remains an 
international outsider, Lee 
Bowyer, the 19-year-old Charl- 
ton midfielder, the Ipswich goal- 
keeper Richard Wright, 18, and 
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ACROSS mg westwards ( 5 J 

Lawyer to vet prinu'ng tech- 19 Evident strain involved in 


nique (4-61 

Inauspicious date, but one 
Roman viewed reOcciivelv 
14) 

American secret society 
feeding processed nitrate 
to voung children 1 10) 


producing something not 
specified in contract (9) 
20 Books suggested by Occu- 
pational IncrupisL possi- 
bly’ (3. 9) 

24 Michelangelo piece has 
style (4) ‘ 


10 Pudding makes us look for 25 Crowd in newlv designed 


seconds - a success (4) 


centre agog t till 


J2 Repulsive example of pond 2ty Quotation holds new pun- 


life? 1 4. 8) 

15 Offensive German em- 
braces a girl, ouiside. in the 
grass (9) 

17 Reason soldier cuts most of 
hair (5 ) 

IS Dialect, one originating in 
south of France, but mev- 


genev (4j 

27 Pad attached to leg - sure 


Thursday's Sain don 
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2 Metal used for wire 14) 

3 Alternative Xmcrocker def- 
initely OTT (12) 

4 Showing the ultimate signs 
of lechery? (5) 

5 Anger about prematurely 
terminated excursion tram 

(?) , , 

7 Dangerous practice with 
grenade prominently fea- 
tured on notice board? l7~ 
3) 

S Most absorbing recipe in 
the book? (6. 4j 

11 With which to tuRN out 
the contents of cupboards? 
IS. 4) 

13 Ill-founded notion temp 
must be able to do every- 
thing (10) 

14 Encephalic cannulation 
seen as the smart move? (5. 
5) 

lb If orators contused I'll fin- 
ish all the more so (1.8) 

21 Wonderful old lady has a 
smoke on rising i5> 


to be some point in it ( 3-7 ) One youngster, when 

r grown up, wanted to be a 


Reason soldier cuts most of DOWN E? iniLT M) , . . . - . 

tiair (5 ) 1 Look carefully for under- The crane oddKtdenUfied 

Dialect, one orianaiias in garment hospital discarded 815 30 arctK Dwa ■ ' " 1 1 

-oulh of France, but mov- (4) 

Win a Weekend Break or a ease of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 


When you have the answers to the first three dun across AND the first three dues dm phone OF- I 31 ! 017 and 
leave '■X'ur answer- with vour iuiuc .tddress and davumir telephone- number by raMnnOil tonichi. Eai.n day' then, ts a 
raw ClcA*. Wells Bdmhardier Pn-mmm Bitter to win. PLUS Iro : n all mines for ihc w** a wraner »i3 be v- 


aee of Charies Wells Bombardier Pn-mmm Etaertowin. PUo 
Icctcd for a Weekend fur two in a Charles Welt Country HotcL 


Crossword 


. apob. Editor’s derision ts Gaul- winners names cun oc wiat 
Urn; ’A. Bow House, St Fcwre Road M-ndenbrad bU> 


%'PuWthcd hi Nevnpjper I'uNiMiiii; P1.C. l Canarfj Sqiwa Culoi tttuii. London El - <OL jbJ prmrf si Mi.rr Cvtxir ftiai. i 
B'>nd. VVjilnrd 

Batfc L'.™« jvartjMe fr'-m ffirfoth. Viu-popcn, <at.*j 
Fnihi ^ Miqrt I-"" j Miu7ci«flh itw r--M iuru 


the Thmmere striker Ian Moore, 
18, have been invited to join the 
England squad's training for 
next Wednesday's visit of Bul- 
garia Bowers chance to impress 
Terry Venables comes a year af- 
ter he tested positive for cannabis 
in a random drugs test 

Robert Chase’s 10-year reign 
as the Norwich City chairman 
may be soon be over. Chase, the 
object of supporters’ wrath after 
the departures of managers Mike 
Walker and Martin O'Neill and 
a succession of outgoing trans- 
fers. said last night that he had 
received an ‘acceptable offer" for 
his 34 per cent shareholding. 

Campaigners seeking to re- 
move Chase staged a meeting 
at a 900-capacity hall in the city 
Iasi night. Meanwhile. Ian 
Crook could be the next play- 
er to leave Carrow Road, with 


Aberdeen in pursuit of the 
midfielder. 

Birmingham City last night 
agreed to pay JE5CKL0U0 for the 
Walsall midfielder. Martin 
O'Connor, a £40,0(10 signing 
from Crystal Palace in 1994. 
Richard Forsyth is likely to 
join West Bromwich Albion to 
make way for O'Connor. 

Tony Yeboah, who will be- 
come the first Ghanaian to 
play at Wembley in Sunday's 
Coca-Cola Cup final, plans to 
retire at the end of his contract 
with Leeds United in 1998. 
The 29-year-old striker, who 
cost Leeds £3. 4m from Eimra- 
cht Frankfurt and signed a 
three-year deal last summer, 
said: "This will be my last one. 
After that I'm going back to 
Ghana to coach young players. 
There's only one person who 


can change my mind, and that’s 
my wife. But she’s already de- 
cided we're going home, and 
nothing's going to change that" 

Romania's coach. Anghel Ior- 
dan escu, has withdrawn his res- 
ignation and will lead his country 
into the European Champion- 
ship finals after being promised 
an investigation into his allega- 
tions of match-rigging. 

Maggie Atkinson, the wife of 
the Coventry City manager Ron 
Atkinson, was bound and 
gagged for 13 hours after bur- 
glars broke into their Worces- 
tershire home. Mis Atkinson, 
whose husband was away on 
Wednesday night working as a 
summariser for ITV, was said 
yesterday to be “extremely dis- 
tressed” after being handcuffed 
to a bannister and having jew- 
ellery and cash stolen. 


Stand-off Lewis joins 
Llewellyn at Wasps 


Rugby Union 


Matthew Lewis, the Bridgend 
stand-off. yesterday became the 
second Welsh player to sign for 
Courage League One club 
Wasps. The 25-year-old. who 
made his Wales A debut against 
Scotland A last month, follows 
in the footsteps of Glyn 
Llewellyn, the Wales and Neath 
lock . 

"The only reason I'm going 
is for the job outside rugby." 
said Lewis, who has been of- 
fered a job in London. "But 
while 1 am there. I may as well 
play for a club in the area." 

Pontypridd are refusing to 
give their players permission to 
switch codes and play rugby- 
league during the summer. Sev- 
eral Pontypridd players are un- 
derstood to have trained with 
the fledgling South Wales club, 
who open their Second Division 
rugby league season ai Aber- 
avori against Hull Kingston 
Rovers in 10 days time. 

Eddie Jones, the Pontypridd 
team manager, questioned the 
loyalty of union players who are 


considering making a switch. 
.And he stressed that the club 
would not give permission to 
any of their players who wish to 
play league during the union 
closed season. 

“We are not agreeable to it 
at all. We feel we have been 
good to these players but they 
have not shown the club the 
courtesy they should have,” 
Jones said. 

The Pontypridd centre Shane 
Macintosh and the scrum-half 
Nicky Uoyd arc known to have 
trained with South Wales, while 
the wing David Manley and the 
No 8 Dale Macintosh arc also 
reported to be Interested . 

Jones said: “We have noth- 
ing against the new rugby 
league club. We would feel the 
same if they were training with 
Timbuktu first XV We would 
want to be told and wc will be 
informing them of that," 

Mike Nicholas, the South 
W&Jcs manager. sJd: “You can- 
not expect a professional sports- 
man to sit idly by for five or six 
months and not earn any mon- 
ey. Wc haven’t targeted these 
guys - they have come to us. 


They are not even on contracts 
and we are not askiog them to 
play in their season. It's like be- 
ing* in the dark ages.” 

The South Wales dub expect 
to name Clive Griffiths, the 
Welsh rugby league national 
manager, as their coach today. 
Griffiths left the Warrington 
coaching staff earlier this week, 

Llanelli are still trying to 
keep their captain, Phil Davies, 
next season even though he has 
signed to be the rugby 
manager of Leeds. Davies, 32, 
who holds the Welsh record of 
46 caps as a forward, has signed 
a £200,000 deal over three sea- 
sons with Leeds. “It’s all down 
to finance,” said the Llanelli 
coach. Gareth Jenkins. “We 
may still put together a package 
to alter Phil’s mind.” 

Andy Reed, the British Lions 
lock, has emerged from rugby's 
wilderness to make a claim for 
a place in Scotland’s tour par- 
ty to New Zealand this summer. 
Reed, named yesterday in the 
initial squad of 47. recently re- 
turned to the game after a in- 
jury threatened his career. 
RossKn Park Sevens, page 23 


Graveney may bank on Barclay 


Cricket 


John Bartim- yesterday emerged 
as a possible beneficiary' of 
David Graveney s campaign 
manifesto as the bank (o unseat 
Ray Illingworth hotted up. 

Barclay. England's winter 
tour manager, could be offered 
a new role as team administra- 
tor should the 43-ycar-old 
Graveney be elected chairman 
of selectors on Tuesday. 

Graveney has made it clear 
that there would also be room 
for other younger, progressive 
men in his new-jook England set-, 
up - with the likes of Ian Both- 
am. Mike Gatling and David 
Lloyd becoming candidates for 
the official coaching staff. 

Graveney' outlined his vision 
of how ihc England team 


should be run after the Test and 
County Cricket Board con- 
firmed yesterday that he had 
been nominated to challenge 
Illingworth, whose two-year 
contract expire* on 31 March. 

The 42-ycar-old Barclay is in 
line to play an important role 
in helping to regenerate the na- 
tional side. The former Sussex 
captain, who won good reviews 
as the assistant to Illingworth on 
tour this winter, had a first-hand 
view of England's depressing 
slump in South Africa and at the 
World Cup. He is understood 
to have been approached by 
some counties who saw him as 
a challenger to Illingworth for 
the post of chainnan of selec- 
tors. but he declined to stand. 

"I would nol He doing the 
same job as Illy- 1 think that’s 
the most important point to 


make," Graveney said. "I see 
the chairman of selectors role 
as an overseeing one, taking an 
overview and making sure the 
structure is operating properly. 

“I want to achieve continuity, 
in selection and administration, 
so I would want someone to act 
as a team manager at home and 
doubling as a tour manager 
abroad. There would be a chief 
coach, working closely with the 
captain in team matters, but also 
other coaches. 

“People keep mentio ning Ian 
Botham, and 1 can see an im- 
portant role for him in the 
dressing-room and in a gener- 
al coaching and motivational ca- 
pacity. He inspires, he gets on 
well with the players. I want a 
much larger management team, 
and more back-up.” 

Lara faces rap, page 23 


GUY HODGSON 
reports from Sheffield 

One day into the Olympic trials 
and one thing is decided: Nick 
Gmingham win be competing in 
the singular should he quality for 
the Atlanta Olympics. The 100 
metres breaststroke he aimed at 
in Barcelona has been jetti- 
soned in pursuit of a gilt edge to 
the end of his career. 

Four years ago. the City of 
Birmingham swimmer shot 
through the trials with the 
fastest times in the world in the 
200m and 100m breaststroke 
which was fine until he came to 
the Games proper. Then the de- 
mands of two distances, and a 
groin injury, debilitated his at- 
tempt on the longer, better 
event- The result was a bronze 
to go^ with silver he had won four 
years previously. 

Yesterday was a much less 
spectacular affair, Gillingham 
q ualif ying third at 100m in a 
heat time of 64.25sec that 
proved academic as he prompt- 
ly announced he was not going 
to compete in the final anyway. 
The time was nearly three sec- 
onds lower than his mark of 
61J3 four years ago - still the 
British record. 

“He did not shave down for 
the even!.” Tim Jones. Gilling- 
ham's coach, said referring to 
the swimmer’s ritu ”^f remov- 
ing all his body hair to be 
smoother in the water. <c Nick 
was using the race for speed- 
work. He wanted to see what 
sort of split timQ he'll do in the 
200m and was looking for the 
low 64s. A time of 64.25 is spot 
on.” The 200m heats and final 
are tomorrow. 

The decision is an acknowl- 
edgement that Gillingham’s 
body is less than perfect for the 
shorter distance. At 5ft J tin and 
1 J l, z stone he hardly risks hav- 
ing sand kicked in his face on 
the beach, but the event is 
about power and at the 50m- 
mark he is usually following in 
the slipstream of gargantuan op- 
ponents. A sweet stroke, ar- 
guably the most perfect 
technically in the world, allows 
him to catch up over 200m: at 
100m he has little chance. 

“When you are talking about 
the pinnacles of any sport,” 
Jones said. “You get to the stage 
where specialist performers 
take over. Nick's experience 
four years ago showed you can 
perform properly in only one 
crvenL 


■ Which is a message that has 
been ignored by Paul Palmer, 
who began his exhausting as- 
sault on three individual places 
ia the Olympic team by quali- 
fying for tbe Games in the - 
200m freestyle, his weakest 
event notwithstanding a silver 
medal at the 1993 European r 
Championships. 

His time, of lmin 49.64sec . . . . 
should be judged in the context v . 
of his reaching tonight’s final of 
the 1500m freestyle as third- : 
fastest in 14:48.71). This was well ' " 
inside the Otympic qualifying.- . ' 
time but behind the two swim-/ , 
mere who will be bopingto e^griyi 
him out of the two qualifying^..:;, 
places, lan Wilson and Graeme ^ 
Smith. 

“I’m tired and relieved,?- 
Palmer, who fe also racing in the " ' 
400 m freestyle, said. “I tried to ' : - 
save myself in the 1500m but 'it 
is still going to take it out of yot£.- „-i. 
How they could arrange the*’ : 
200m and the 1500m heats on . 
the same day is beyond me.”" •'."-‘f 
•Sarah Hardcastie, a double 2 ’ 
Olympic medallist 12 years ago* . 
also had; what on paper, ap- 
peared to be a wearying day. 

She ensured a place "in the 
women’s 400m individual xned- . 
ley at Atlanta after reaching the 
final of the 800m freestyle in the \- 
morning but said: "No. I was . : 
fine. I didn't have to go too hard -y \ 
in the 800m. I don’t want it 
sound derogatory to the otheisgp 1 
in the slightest, butT could afi|S : 
ford to take it easy." ? 

Which is very fer from hovgl&t 
she could be in the medley aS sf 
Lucy Findlay had a two seco nagt - 
lead after 300 metres. 
thought if I could keep withn^.i 
five metres of her going into 
freestyle I'd have a chance;" 
26-year-oid from Brackrrelf^|] 
said. ‘That last length killed 
I thought J was going to bo . ! ^ 
sick." Nevertheless she won by / ^ 
more than two seconds in 4mkf ’ | 
51.07sec, her best time since re- | 
turning to the sport in the .1 
autumn of 1992. -1 

. Karen Pickering, winner of & 
four bronze medals in the Eu- "J& 
ropean Championships last Ah- \ 
gust, was quick enough to .*2 
qualify for Atlanta in the 
of the women's 100m freestylt " 
So the final should have been>, ; 
a formality. Instead Sue Ralph, - 
a 17-year^old from Newcastle^ 
chased her all the way bre-’- 2 
her personal best by 0.7set 
56.01. Both will be going to 
Games. 

Results, Sporting 


If Chardonnay | 
is all you make, 
you get it right. | 

Or else. I 




Such is the competition among 
Chardonnays, you need deefcation 
to stand oqt James Herrick spenr 
22 years studying the grape, from 
Champagne bo die Barova. Then 
he brought back the technical . ; 
drills teamed in the New World' 
and blended them with Old 
World sowm-fme in the South 
of France. He planted 
Chardonnay and nothing ; 
He makes his own wine ■ 
usinghis own grebes, and : 
no other. And each ' 


{%.: ,..'S.;fcfessic: elegant, 
k-. powerful, long- 
fir - -f finishing. . . 

Nothing else 


. forytiu.: 




V*:-; 


Kl. ; ,ii?j 


^v. c ; 





AVAILABLE CnUKItYVUE FROM BERKELEY WINE.' 00OLBURNS OFLEITtL'T "^ 3 
PAVfStWS. EK BtXTTH. ELDRfPGE POPE. EUROPft, FULtB'S. H AllB£T5GW, ■•'-^”3 
-n ■ :SXEU - CH-LABS-SAtNSBWtrS. SOMERFEELD. ; ~ i=| 

SPnR. TH0S Ft ATLING, UNWJN5. VICTORIA wpjg. WINE CEttA P - - '• ; 


w 

V.V‘ 

yV v '-, 

MSv... ■ 
















